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SPECIAL FOREWORD T0O
THE CHINESE EDITION

There’s an old saying that there are no strangers, only friends you haven’t met
yet. This is exactly the way I feel about China, and not just because you have us so
hugely out-numbered. I know I would like all of you — especially if you buy me dinner
— and I truly feel that our two countries have a great deal in common; simple things,
like Jackie Chan and Yao Ming. And even though the only thing I can say in Chinese
is "happy new year!" I would like to say a few words to all my new Chinese friends
I haven’t met yet.

First, a word about Dexter. It is important for you to know that he is just a character
in a book, and he is certainly not based on anything I have done. I have never actually
been convicted of any serious crime, and so for very good legal reasons, you must
think of Dexter as purely fictional; remember, I have never been caught. Besides, if I
had really done any of the things Dexter does, I would certainly have told somebody
by now — at least my accountant, because with the US Income Tax, research for a book
is deductible.

So Dexter is not real, and he is not me. I do believe, however, that there are lots
of real serial killers out there in the world, and I also believe that there are probably
a few- very good, very smart ones, like Dexter, who never get caught, so it’s probably
an excellent idea to lock your door at night. Of course, if it’s Dexter at your door you
can probably get him to leave you alone by offering him a nice Cuban sandwich.

Perhaps you don’t have Cuban sandwiches in China. This would be very sad, be-
cause they are really good, and it would also be very unfair, because they have excellent
Chinese food in Cuba. If I was China, I would try to get some Cuban cooks to move
there. Most of them are good musicians and dancers, too, so your night life would im-

prove, especially if you like to dance the mambo. If there are already any really good

1



Chinese Mambo bands, I apologize.

But it’s more than the Cuban sandwiches that have made Dexter popular. I think
people all over the world like Dexter because he does not think of himself as a human
being. He watches the rest of us like an outsider and helps us to see ourselves more
clearly, and laugh a little bit about how goofy we are — all while providing a valuable
social service by killing people who really deserve to die. And this is another thing
people love about Dexter. Readers from many different countries like the idea that there
is somebody out there taking care of the bad guys when the justice system can’t. It’s
a little bit like having a friend who can protect you from the school bully. Of course,
if you are a sh.ao lin monk, like in a Jackie Chan movie, you would not have this
problem, but there are not very many shao lin monks in Miami.

And so there is Dexter instead. And I would like to say I got the idea for Dexter
by watching kung fu movies, because this would probably help me sell a lot of books
in China. I would like to say that — But it would not be true. I got the idea for Dexter
by watching a room full of business men lie to each other about how happy they were
with each others’ success, and talk with food in their mouths (I was raised to believe
that is really wrong) and generally behave like happy monsters. And the idea just popped
into my head that serial murder isn’t always a bad thing.

I wrote the first book, Darkly Dreaming Dexter, with that simple idea in mind,
and now, five years later, there are four Dexter books that have been published in 38
languages all over the world. And there is the television show, Dexter, which has made
me many more friends 1 haven’t met. Dexter is a success — and just in time, because
I have a child in college, which is very expensive. More importantly, it has proved
once again that people all over the world are much more like each other than we some-
times like to think. That’s a good thing to keep in mind in today’s world.

So even though there was no kung fu movie involved in creating Dexter, I hope
you will enjoy reading these books. If you do, you should buy lots of copies and give
them to your friends. And if you don’t enjoy the books - buy lots of copies and give

them to your enemies. After all, it’s your duty. We are friends now.
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