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Their journey was safely performed. The second day brought them into the

cherished, or the prohibited, county of Somerset; for as such was it dwelt on by
turns in Marianne’s imagination; and in the forenoon of the third they drove up to
Cleveland.

Cleveland was a spacious, modern-built house, situated on a sloping lawn.
It had no park, but the pleasure-grounds were tolerably extensive; and, like every
other place of the same degree of importance, it had its open shrubbery” | and
closer wood walk; a road of smooth gravel, winding round a plantation, led to
the front; the lawn was dotted over with timber; the house itself was under the
guardianship of the fir, the mountain-ash, and the acacia® | and a thick screen of
them altogether, interspersed® with tall Lombardy poplars, shut out the offices.

Marianne entered the house with a heart swelling with emotion from the
consciousness of being only eighty miles from Barton, and not thirty from Combe
Magna; and before she had been five minutes within its walls, while the others
were busily helping Charlotte to show her child to the housekeeper, she quitted it
again , stealing away through the winding shrubberies, now just beginning to be in

beauty, to gain a distant eminence; where, from its Grecian® temple, her eye,

.
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wandering over a wide tract of country to the southeast, could fondly rest on the
farthest ridge of hills in the horizon, and fancy that from their summits Combe
Magna might be seen.

In such moments of precious, of invaluable misery, she rejoiced® in tears of
agony to be at Cleveland; and as she returned by a different circuit® to the house,
feeling all the happy privilege of country liberty, of wandering from place to
place in free and luxurious solitude, she resolved to spend almost every hour of
every day, while she remained with the Palmers, in the indulgence” of such
solitary rambles.

* (D shrubbery n. # &, 3 A& ) acacia n. #|#t
1"_., @) intersperse vi. #A, 4% @ Grecian adj. # W, # X 8
Y2, (O rejoice vr. M E, 1hEH% ® circuit n. —®, A #

ﬁu @ indulgence n. #4x




BYRAKE

o - BT

AT A B 55 R R AR BREEARRR . BN 2 i v HL A AR
SA, PEBREERRRR TR AN B M gy, T SCRAMEK . =R B,
ITEEIL 7 seA R 2,

PRI R R MOT TR, BT, MBS
B b, JARESA R, AdRagtEeR . SHMBEZ—F, A
5 22 117 T Wl B HE AR A FNAR G PR IE] /N o — 2P JELIG B A B 9 58 3 R AR
e, EERIRR. 5 EREPHAMRA, BOTHELAEL . LR
RS RGE 2 b, A GBS BB, (RIS S LR R R IV 2
$bm, AR5 REER LN

2 E R, WMEhZ A0, O RGR B ML B R A
O\, TR B P A A A R A = S AR BLABOR
Gy, (RS HANAES BB AR A O R A /N R 2R, SGE TR, A
04 2 1ok O 0 o B L 4 24 2 S IO R O JEACAR , SR BT AR Ay b o A R X
(MR, Wby B ORS AR TR B, WA PR, AR IR M BT
P28 ERIEAL B LA . M AR FEAR S TR L, i AR L A 4
Tk

FE A N TSGR AR 2, SR TER| R 22 B4 1t A8 5 304,
PIHZFIETT . WrE D —RBRRFRN, thF2E 2 FiHEE A £, T
FAM BN IRAE, KRGS ZH MR . TRIIGE, FEM/RRRIAZRE
I, MERAAT, §HENBEEZEXFNRAERY,



The City of Wintoncester

Thomas Hardy
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The city of Wintoncester, that fine old city, aforetime capital of Wessex, lay

amidst its convex” and concave® downlands in all the brightness and warmth of a
July morning. The gabled brick, tile, and freestone houses had almost dried off
for the season their integument of lichen® , the streams in the meadows were low
and in the sloping High Street, from the West Gateway to the medieval® cross,
and from the medieval cross to the bridge, that leisurely® dusting and sweeping
was in progress which usually ushers in an old-fashioned market-day.

From the western gate aforesaid the highway, as every Wintoncestrian
knows, ascends a long and regular incline of the exact length of a measured mile,
leaving the houses gradually behind. Up this road from the precincts of the city
two persons were walking rapidly, as if unconscious of the trying ascent —
unconscious through preoccupation® and not through buoyancy®. They had
emerged upon this road through a narrow barred wicket® in a high wall a little

lower down. They seemed anxious to get out of the sight of the houses and of
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they Were young they walked with bowed heads, Wthh gam@

sun’s rays smiled on pitilessly.

One of the pair was Angel Clare, the other a tall budding creature — half
girl, half woman — a spiritualized® image of Tess, slighter than she, but with
the same beautiful eyes — Clare’s sister-in-law, Liza-Lu. Their pale faces
seemed to have shrunk to half their natural size. They moved on hand in hand,
and never spoke a word, the drooping'@ of their heads being that of Giotto’s ‘ Two
Apostles’ .

When they had nearly reached the top of the great West Hill the clocks in the
town struck eight. Each gave a start at the notes, and, walking onward yet a few
steps, they reached the first milestone, standing whitely on the green margin of
the grass, and backed by the down, which here was open to the road. They
entered upon the turf, and, impelled® by a force that seemed to overrule their
will, suddenly stood still, turned, and waited in paralyzed suspense beside the
stone. '

The prospect from this summit was almost unlimited. In the valley beneath
lay the city they had just left, its more prominent buildings showing as in an
isometric® drawing — among them the broad cathedral® tower, with its Norman
windows and immense length of aisle and nave, the spires of St Thomas’s, the
pinnacled® tower of the College, and, more to the right, the tower and gables of
the ancient hospice, where to this day the pilgrim may receive his dole of bread
and ale. Behind the city swept the rotund® upland of St Catherine’s Hill; further
off , landscape beyond landscape, till the horizon was lost in the radiance of the
sun hanging above it.

Against these far stretches of country rose, in front of the other city edifices,
a large red-brick building, with level gray roofs, and rows of short barred
windows bespeaking® captivity, the whole contrasting greatly by its formalism
with the quaint irregularities of the Gothic erections. It was somewhat disguised
from the road in passing it by yews and evergreen oaks, but it was visible enough

up here. The wicket from which the pair had lately emerged was in the wall of

.6
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this structure. From the middle of the building an ugly flat-topped octagonal®

tower ascended against the east horizon, and viewed from this spot, on its shady

side and against the light, it seemed the one blot on the city’s beauty. Yet it was

with this blot, and not with the beauty, that the two gazers were concerned.
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(D convex adj. EALH

@) lichen n. &3, WK

®) leisurely adv. @ fE3, AE R4
(D buoyancy n. R, ¥

© gaitn. ¥, ¥k

D drooping adj. F &

(3 isometric adj. ¥ fity, FIHEHLY
@5 pinnacled adj. >k ¥-4% % 344

D bespeak vi. £, Ao 4 GE 4

) concave adj. M #)

@ medieval adj. Py, FE£8
(® preoccupation n. &R i
wicket n. /17

0 spiritualize vr. {EHAbit, 4R 1L
@ impel vt. 3, HH

1) cathedral n. # ¥

(6 rotund adj. [ Rk

(8 octagonal adj. A\iA Y




