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Scenery Pictures Album of Chonggqing State-Class Tourist Zone
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Furong River Scenic Spot came on the list of
the state priority scenic spots on May 17, 2002.
Furong River, which was called Ru River, Yang River
or Pangu River in the ancient time, rises in Shi
Wongzi in Suiyang County in Guizhou Province,
joining Wu River in Jiangkou Village in Wulong
County. Furong River, the biggest branch of Wu
River, is 243 km long. It is 35 km from Haokou Vil-
lage in Wulong County, where Furong River gets
into Chongqing territory, to Jiangkou Village. There
are a lot of lotus flowers along the bank of river in
Jiangkou Village, so it is called Furong River
(Furong, the name of lotus in Chinese). From the
middle of 1990s more and more people began to
enjoy the scenery along the river and Furong Cave
is the most famous. Drifting on the river and across-
river speed ropeway were very popular at that time,
but they were stopped because of building Jiangkou
hydropower station in 1999. After the power station

being built in 2004, a gorge-shaped scenic spot with



many karst landforms and primeval forests on water
will come into being in the planned area of 152.8
square kilometers.

The river of 35 km in Wulong County forms a
long v-shaped valley, consisting mountains, gorges,
caverns, forests and springs. Along the banks of the
river, range upon range of mountains comes into
view, steep, grotesque, dangerous, pretty and quiet.
The grotesque peaks and exotic stones are covered
with green trees, some of them are like a sword, some
are like mushroom clouds and some are like the fig-
ures of great men. These different shapes arouse rich
associations. The river between the grotesque peaks,
stalagmites or steep cliff is as green as jade and so
crystal-clean that you can see the bottom. The nar-
rowest part of the river is only 10 meters wide. Thick
rattans hang down the 20 or 30-high cliff to touch
the green water, like snakes creeping down the cliff
to drink water. Shoals, ponds, springs and waterfalls
among the primeval forest form many fantastic sce-
nic spots. Down the river are the Bead Stream, the
Red Army Ferry, the Agate Cliffside Spring, Jiang
Taigong Fishing, the Jumping Fish Shoal, A Gleam
of Sky, Longkong Waterfall, some big and small
stalagmites, the ancient tree and bamboo sea, the
Monkey Garden, the Banana Forest and the Furong
Cave in Jiangkou. All these natural sceneries are pic-

turesque and poetic. In Jiangkou Scenic Area there
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are some places of cultural interest, such as Changsun
Wuji Grave, the native place of palace graduate Li
— Stone Carvings on Mo Cliff and the former site
of the Headquarter of Jiang Jingguo and Song Xilian.
After Jiangkou power station being built, the water
level will go up about 100 meters and a lake on the
high valley will come into being. There will be some
peninsulas and small islands in the lake and the wa-
ter is as smooth as a mirror. According to the devel-
opment plan, two scenic areas with broad water area
will be built, the Shigiao Lake Holiday Zone for tour-
ists and the Jiajiao Lake Ecological Tourist Zone.
Furong River Scenic Spot is in wet subtropical
zone, having four clear seasons. But mountains are
so high and the forests are so thick that the climate
here also has some characteristics of three-dimen-
sional climate. The year average temperature is
17.4C and the year average rainfall is 1094.4 mm.
The climate is so suitable for the plantings that all
the peaks and mountains are covered with subtropi-
cal secondary primeval forest. More than 60% of
this area is covered by forests. In the secondary pri-
meval forest there are some state protective plantings,
Acthaya argyrophylla, ginkgo, Chinese yew, fragrant
fruit tree, sassafras and so on. And there are also a
lot of artificial plantings, apricot, Chinese chestnut,
dried fruits, tuber of elevated gastrodis, eucommia,

rhizome of Chinese goldthread, bark of the cork tree,
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flower bud of lily magnolia and so on . In the forests
there are a lot of wild animals, including some state
protective ones, clouded leopard, black monkey,
Wapiti, lynx, zibet and civet, white monkey,
pangolin, red turtledove and white cocks and long
tail turtledove. Sometimes golden eagles and rock
eagles can be seen to spiral in the sky. The view of
this area, green mountains, graceful water, grotesque
peaks and quiet gorges with rare birds and unusual
animals playing in it, is as beautiful as Daning River.

The most famous character of this scenic spot
is that it is symbolized by karst landforms. It has
gorges, earth gaps, clumps of peaks, stone sprouts,
stalagmites, stone forest, groups of vertical wells and
caverns and underground rivers. The geographical
experts from China, GB, the U.S.A, Germany,
Canada, Ireland and Australia explored and inspected
this area five times in 1993, 1994, 1996, 2001 and
2002 A.D. In the exploration of 2001, a huge group
of vertical wells was discovered in Tianxing Village
and it was regarded as the largest group of vertical
wells in the world. On the afternoon of October 14,
2002, the explorers from GB, the U.S.A, Germany
and Canada declared that they had detected the ver-
tical depth of 853 meters of Caikeng Cave which is
5 km away from Tianxing Village and confirmed that

it was the deepest vertical well in China. In Caikeng

Cave they also discovered the underground suspend-
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ing waterfall of 60-meter high and a 2000-meter-long
underground river. Up to now they have been doing
their best to find the exit of the river. If all of these
become clear and are developed with modern scien-
tific and technological measures, the tourist and vi-
sual value and the value of scientific inspection and
exploration of the groups of vertical wells, the groups
of caverns and the underground river will be unri-
valled all over the world. Furong Cave, which has
been developed and made use of till now, is only a
small part of it. So it is able to discern a boundless
prospect from Furong Cave.

Furong Cave, about 3 km away from Jiangkou
Village, is a large limestone cave, which came into
being about one million years ago. On May 26, 1993,
6 peasants discovered this cave and the villagers
name it Furong Cave (Lotus Cave) because it is lo-
cated on the halfway up the mountain where Furong
River joins Wu River. On April 31, 1994, it became
open to the public. The cave is about 2700 meters
long , 12 to 15 meters wide and 8 to 25 meters high,
the widest part is about 69.5 meters wide and the
highest part is about 48.3 meters high. The bottom
of the cave is about 37 thousand square meters and
the tourists way in it is 1846.8 meters. The tempera-
ture in the cave is very stable, about 16°C, suitable
for tourists to visit. The stone sprouts, stalagmites,

stone pillars, stone curtains, stone waterfalls, stone




