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A Storm at Sea

Long ago, my family and I were sent to help start a
colony. This colony was close to New Guinea. We
knew we would miss our home in Switzerland but we

were very excited. We had never sailed the Pacific Ocean

before. : —_—
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The trip started out pleasant enough. We
were soon taken by surprise, however, when a
terrible storm hit.

For a week, our ship was tossed about by
the violent storm. The winds were fierce and

the waves were high.
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By the end of the week, our ship couldn’t stand any
more. It began to leak and pieces of the ship began to
break off. Also, the storm had caused us to lose our way

and many of the sailors were Srightened.

My wife Elizabeth and our four sons were frightened,

too. I tried my best to reassure them.

“Do not worry, children,” 1 said to them. “ Everything
will be okay. Don’t cry, Elizabeth. Try to have faith. ”

My spirits lifted when I heard one of the sailors yell
that he had spotted land. 1 was thankful that my family

and I were safe.

But my happiness did not last long. Just as I was
about to tell my wife the good news, we crashed into a
rock. I heard a loud noise and the ship began to fill with

water.

The captain and all the sailors ran past us knocking
us out of the way. My youngest son, Francis, started to

cry but I told him he must stay calm.
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0T & Don’t move!” 1 Wamed my famlly “ If you stay where

you are, you will be safe. The water hasn’t gotten this far
yet. So don’t leave this area. I'm going up to the deck to

see what we can do.”

When I reached the deck, I discovered that things
did not look good. The water was coming faster now and
the sailors had taken all the lifeboats. 1 was terribly up-
set when I saw this, because there was no way for us to

make it to shore without a lifeboat.

I decided the best thing to do was to wait until the
storm stopped. The part of the boat my family was in
was between the rocks. We should be safe for the night.
I hoped we would be able to make our way to land the

next morning.

When I returned to my family, Elizabeth had made
some supper. After dinner, we put the boys to sleep. My
oldest son, Fritz, decided to stay awake. He knew we

were in danger and he wanted to help.




