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The Inscribed Oracle Bones at Zhouyuan

Abstract

The author reviews the already obtained research results since the discovery of inscribed
oracle bones at Zhouyuan and affirms their achievements in the preface. He points out that
owing to different understanding on some key issues such as “Wang yu Zhou fang bo £ 5
JAH718” , “ce zhou fang bo % | 771" and “zong de wei zhi 52 B ”, scholars had
proposed three views on the owners of this batch of oracle bones, they are “Shang people
view”, “Zhou people view” and “divination scripts inscribed by Shang people and records
of events inscribed by Zhou people view” respectively. In addition, he also puts forward his
view on the problems existed in this research field and introduces the present preservation
condition and location of Zhouyuan’s oracle bones.

The main body of the report shows the enlarged photos of Zhouyuan$ oracle bones and
demonstrates their original physiognomy. Through photos, scholars can identify characters
from the oracle bones and as a result advance the study into a new level. Meanwhile, the author
reexamines the three hundred pieces of oracle bones and proposes that fifty-eight pieces such
as H11:62 and H11:79 are not inscribed by man power; another sixteen pieces including
H11:149 and H11:166 are carved with border marks and insignias; consequently they do not
belong to the research scope. All the others are research priority. In the reference decipherment,
the author positively affirms the formerly obtained results and corrects some mistakes due to
illegible scripts.

For ease of reference, the present volume contains two tables: Look-up Table of Facsimiles
and Records on Oracle Bone Inscriptions at Zhouyuan and Look-up Table of Rubbings and
Decipherments of Oracle Bone Inscriptions at Zhouyuan, which are formed on the bases of
four treatises. The four treatises are Shan-xi gi-shan feng-chu cun xi-zhou jia-gu-wen gai-lun
(KRR USE L1 XUAHEART P 5 BB SCHRAE Y General Introduction of Western Zhou’ s Oracle
Bone Inscriptions Found in Fengchu Village, Qishan, Shanxi by Chen Quanfang), Xi-zhou jia-
gu tan-lun (V4 & B RED A Study of Western Zhou's Oracle Bone Inscriptions by Wang
Yuxin), Zhou-yuan jia-gu-wen zong-shu (§J& J& B & CLERY Summary of Oracle Bone
Inscriptions of Zhouyuan by Xu Xitai), and Zhou-yuan jia-gu yan-jiu ({5 & FHEHFFE) On
Oracle Bone Inscriptions of Zhouyuan by Zhu Qixiang). The author also makes a catalogue
index of the already published papers related to the study of Zhouyuan’ s oracle bone
inscriptions.
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