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The Desire to Be a Man

Midnight struck at the Exchange, under a sky filled
with stars. In those days, the rigors™ of martial® law still
weighed on the city, and in compliance® with curfew®
regulations®, waiters of establishments® where lights still
showed were hurrying to close down. In the cafes along
the boulevards?, the gaslight® butterflies flew swiftly up
from the chandeliers®, one by one, into the darkness.
From outside came the clatter of chairs being stacked in
fours on the marble tables; it was the psychological ®
moment when every bartender deems it proper to point,
with napkined arm, down the strait and narrow path his
Jast customers must take to the street.

The sad October wind was whistling that Sunday.
Sparse yellowed leaves, dusty and rustling, raced along in
the gusts, brushing the stones and scraping™ the pavement,
then like bats, disappeared into the night, reminding one of
banal days, spend forever. The theaters of the Boulevard
du Crime, where at the evening performance Medicis,
Salviatis, and Montefeltres had poignarded each other to
their hearts’ content, loomed like the very haunts of
Silence, their mute entrances guarded by caryatids.
Carriages and pedestrians® became scarcer by the moment.
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Here and there already gleamed will-O’-the-wisp lanterns of
ragpickers?, phosphorescences® rising from the heaps of
refuse over which they rummaged.

At the comer of the Rue Hauteville, under a lamppost
Dby a cafe of quite elegant appearance, a tall passerby with
saturnine™ face, a smooth chin, and somnambulistic™ gait-
long graying hair under a felt hat of Louis X style, black-
gloved hands clasping an ivory-headed cane, and wrapped
in an old royal-blue cloak lined with questionable
astrakhan® —had stopped, as if mechanically hesitating to
cross the street that separated him from the Boulevard
BonneNouvelle.

Was this late stroller returning home? Had the mere
vagaries of a nocturnal” walk led him to that street corner?
It was hard to tell by his look. In any event, noticing
suddenly on his right one of those public mirrors-narrow
and long like his own figure, which are sometimes attached
to the fronts of showy bars-he came to an abrupt stop,
planted himself face to face before his own image, and
examined himself from head to toe. Then, suddenly, he
raised his hat with a gesture® that recalled the past and gave
himself a rather ceremonious salute.

His head, thus unexpectedly bared, showed him to be
the celebrated tragedian Esprit Chaudval, bomn
Lepeinteur, called Monanteuil, scion of a very respectable
family of Saint-Malo pilots, whom the mysteries of

“ w4 ) Learn English By Reading Original Works



_ BRI

AR

RAT o BALAT DA ATF PR
RATHEREHEE, eI B A5
POk &, BERE BRI
TERCRERUR BT B A, —FaEE
U AR T AR A TFATA
RS GBHTL, T BN Al —ROERE

Fe5+=m RSO TR R

. RERFENTEERIGRA R
FFHL. fls EFARERIRSER
o EL AT R R BT R T R Y
flfetenid, IFFERRRTRRE LM
TR B R 2 ] B B B
RAMWE REEFGT fER
RERTE, EFRNEBEIXM
6 HLR AR 7 DA A A 5P B AR AR T . A
BER, YMZEAERGLM—ES
Fof (A —FF, 340 A, 77 0 i
TEN AL AT O ) e T T
¥, BEHD A CMBUR, B M
A ALFEARITE T2 TH MT
FHALARBERG LGS A BE,
i H BT — MR EEE AL
AR B AT, EAR
Al R 42 R IR B PRLOR
H TR R MBS , 45 WY SR LUK
D N SR O R HEGR.

V777
L

["emppaust ) o 8547
(Pustumine | smtomain] adj. i
L]
Istic
[ sominembjulistik | S5 %
eEH

(@astrakhan [i@strakien] n A EHE
Dnoctarnal [nak o] adi BRI

=t .
Higesture [dgestfol n. F45

AR - !!H’@i



ny a
QN Alitle ey o ickie
TN

The Desire to Be a Man

Destiny had led to become a leading player in the
provinces, a star of productions abroad, and a rival (often
with success) of our great Frederic Lematre.

While he stared at himself in this sort of stupor®, the
waiters of the cafe were helping the last habitues into their
coats and getting their hats down off the hooks for them;
others noisily spilled the contents of their metal cashboxes
and piled up® the day’s coins in cylinders™ on a tray. This
haste and fluster was produced by the ominous® presence
of two unexpected policemen, who stood in the
doorway, arms crossed, and harassed ¥ the laggard ®
barkeeper with their cold stare. In a little while the
shutters ¥ were bolted into their iron frames-except the
one for the mirror, which, by a strange oversight, was
neglected” in the midst of the general rush.

Then the boulevard grew very quiet. Chaudval alone,
heedless of all these disappearances, remained in his
trance-like attitude at the corner of the Rue Hauteville,
on the sidewalk before the frogotten mirror.

This pale lunary mirror scemed to give the artist the
sensation of bathing in a pond; Chaudval shivered.

Alas! Let us admit it, in that cruel, somber crystal®
the actor had just perceived himself growing old.

He noted that his hair, yesterday only sprinkled with
gray, was turning silvery. Well, that was that! Farewell
curtain calls and wreaths®, farewell roses of Thalia and
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The Desire to Be a Man

Melpomene’s laurels. He must take leave forever, with
shaking of hands and with tears, of beauty and grisettes, of
noble liveries and shapely curves, of valets” and ingenues.

He must get down at once from the chariot @ of
Thespis and watch it disappear in the distance, bearing his
comrades™ Watch the tinsel® and the pennants® which,
in the morning, had fluttered in the sun even on the very
wheels of the chariot, playthings of the joyous wind of
Hope—watch them disappear into the twilight® at the
distant bend in the road.

Chaudval, rudely awakened to his fifty years (he was
really a good fellow), sighed. A mist passed before his
eyes; a kind of wintry fever seized him, and hallucinations®
dilated his pupils.

The wild fixity with which his gaze plumbed the
mirror Providence had placed before him finally gave his
pupils the faculty of magnifying® objects and suffusing®
them with solemnity, which physiologists have noted in
individuals affected by a very intense emotion.

The long mirror thus took on different shapes under
those eyes filled with troubled, amorphous® thoughts.
Memories of childhood, of beaches and silvery waves,
danced in his brain. And the mirror—doubitless because of
the stars, which lent depth to its surface—at first gave him
the sensation of the somnolent™ waters of a bay. Then,
swelling further, through the old fellow’s sighs, it took on
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The Degire to Be a Man

the aspect of the sea and the night, those two age-old
friends of desolate” hearts.

He intoxicated® himself for some time on this vision,
but the streetlamp which from overhead cast a red glow
on the cold drizzle ® behind him, came back to him
reflected from the depth of that fearful glass as the flare of
a blood-colored beacon®, pointing the way to shipwreck
for the lost vessel of his future.

He shook off this spell and drew himself up to his full
height with a nervous burst of forced, bitter laughter
which made the two policemen under the trees shiver®.
Fortunately for the artist, they thought him some harmless
drunk or some disappointed lover, and they continued
their round without giving the miserable Chaudval
another thought.

“All right, then, we renounce®,”he said simply and in
a low voice, as the man condemned® to die, awakened
suddenly, says to the executioner: “I am yours, friend.”

Thereupon the old actor, in dazed dejection @,
wandered off into a monologue:

“I acted wisely the other night when I asked my old
friend Mlle. Pinson, who shares the good will, not to
speak of the bed, of the Minster, to get me, between two
burning avowals? of passion, that position, that position of
lighthouse keeper which my ancestors held on the Breton
coast. Ah, hold it! Now I understand the strange effect
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