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Introduction to the Author

Her life

Charlotte Bronté was born in 1816 and she was the third daughter of Rev.
Patrick Bronté and his wife Maria. Her parents have five daughters and a son. In
1824 the four eldest were enrolled at the Clergy Daughter’ s School at Cowan
Bridge. In 1825 the two eldest daughters Maria and Elizabeth became ill and died
due to the polluted environment of the moor gas. Charlotte also quitted from
school and stayed at home.

There was one important thing in Brontg’ s family for the daughters to be—
come writers. In 1826 Mr. Bronté brought home a box of wooden soldiers for his
children to play with. The Children Charlotte Emily and Ann who had teeming
minds and brimming hearts were trying to write based on an imaginary world
which they called Angria.

In 1831 Charlotte went to the school at Roe Head but she only stayed there
for one year because she had to come back to teach her sisters at home. Charlotte
became governess for several times however no one lasted long. In 1835 she re—
turned to Roe Head School to become a governess. In 1839 she entered the
Sidgewick family to become a governess but only stayed there for three months
and then in White family as a governess for nine months. Jane Eyre was just
based on the life experiences as a governess herself.

After that she returned Haworth and encouraged her three sisters to open
their own school. But it was a totally failure the public paid no attention to their
advertisements. They reconsidered about their life and wanted to become writers
again. Charlotte decided to publish some of their writings. In 1846 their efforts
paid off, their poems were published under the pseudonyms of Currer Ellis and
Acton Bell. Charlotte also wanted to find a publisher for The Professor which
was rejected for many times. In 1847 however Charlotte’ s Jane Eyre Emily’ s
Wuthering Heights and Ann’s Agnes Grey were all published, it was a great suc—
cess for the Bronté sisters.

In 1848 Charlotte and Ann told the publisher their real identities of “Bells”.




In the same year Branwell and Emily died one after another. Ann died in 1849.

It was a miserable thing for Charlotte and Charlotte decided to edit her sister’ s
works and continued writing. Charlotte went to L.ondon and made friends with
some great writers such as Thaceray. In 1850 she met Mrs. Gaskell and attended
a lot of literary activities.

Charlotte’ s own marriage was not smooth sailing. The Rev. A.B. Nicholls
proposed marriage to Charlotte in 1852. Charlotte’ s father objected and Charlotte
was also not in love with him so he was refused. In 1853 Charlotte’ s Villette was
published. In 1854 Nicholls proposed again and Charlotte accepted. In the same

year Charlotte caught pneumonia and died in 1855.

Her Style

Her style is plain and straightforward though Thackeray described her writ—
ing as “noble English” in Jane Eyre. Charlotte uses simple words and concise
sentences to express what she wishes to convey which is effective and forceful.

She is good at depicting scenes and people. Readers will have a strong im—
pression of her characters and scenes after reading it for a long time. For instance
the garden in Thornfield the candle-lit room at Moor House and the Moor Lands,
these things are vividly portrayed.

Another important feature is the symbols. Take Jane Eyre for example. Fire
is a conventional and also the dominant symbol in the novel. It represents the de—
structive force which is the factor for the downfall of Thornfield Hall. The do—
mestic fire can represent the vitality of people while cold and damp have the op—
posite meaning. Fire in Miss Temple’ s room can be seen as a symbol of kindness
and comfort.

The garden in Thornfield can be seen as the Garden of Eden which they will
soon lose. The chestnut tree in the garden struck by lightning into two halves
symbolizes that Jane and Mr. Rochester’ s destiny that is they will soon depart
from each other.

In the scene of Mr. Rochester’ s proposal to Jane Jane is a victim of decep—

tion. Mr. Rochester asks Jane if she will be his beloved. Jane wants to see him




and so she asks him to tumn to the moonlight because she wants to read his face.

The moonlight represents deception mystery and evil here.

Her Works

The first novel that Charlotte Bront# published is Jane Eyre An Autobiogra—
phy under the pseudonym Currer Bell and it was a great success. Many book re—
viewers including William Makepeace Thackeray gave it a rather high praise.

In 1849 she published Shirley. It is a social novel and the setting is in York—
shire from 1811 to 1812. She describes different characters during the industrial
depression resulting from the Napoleonic Wars and the War of 1812.

Villette was published in 1853. It is a fictional city where the protagonist Lu—
Cy comes to teach. Lucy meets a lot of adventures and romances there. The suf—
fering of Lucy is shown by the Gothic atmosphere in this novel.

The Professor written before Jane Eyre and rejected by many publishing
houses was published posthumously in 1857. The story is also autobiographical it
is based on Bronté jflexperiences in Brussels where she studied language.

The narrator of this story is William Crimsworth who is the only male narra~
tor that she used. In this novel she questions the values of Victorian society and
leaves readers a large space to think. Other novels she wrote including The Green
Dwarf, Tales of Angria, and Emma.
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There was no possibility of taking a walk that
day. We had been wandering, indeed, in the leafless
shrubbery! an hour in the morning; but since dinner,
(Mrs. Reed, when there was no company, dined early)?

the cold winter wind had brought with it clouds so
sombre®, and a rain so penetrating, that further out-door
exercise was now out of the question*.

I was glad of it: I never liked long walks,
especially on chilly afternoons: dreadful to me was the
coming home in the raw twilight’, with nipped® fingers
and toes, and a heart saddened by the chidings of
Bessie, the nurse’, and humbled by the consciousness of
my physical inferiority to Eliza, John, and Georgiana
Reed.
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The said® Eliza, John,
clustered round their mama in the drawing-room® she
and with her

(for the time neither quarrelling nor

and Georgiana were now

lay reclined” on a sofa by the fireside,
darlings about her

crying) looked perfectly happy. Me, she had dispensed

from joining the group!; saying, “She regretted to be
but

under the necessity of keeping me at a distance;
that until she heard from Bessie, and could discover by

her own observation, that I was endeavouring in good

earnest to acquire a more sociable and childlike
disposition, a more attractive and sprightly? manner —

something lighter, franker, more natural, as it were—she
really must exclude me from privileges intended only
for contented, happy, little children.”

“What does Bessie say 1 have done?” I asked.

“Jane, I don’t like cavillers™ or questioners; besides,
there is something truly forbidding in a child taking up"
and

her elders in that manner. Be seated somewhere;

until you can speak pleasantly, remain silent.”

A breakfast-room adjoined” the drawing-room, I

slipped in there'. It contained a bookcase” I soon

possessed myself of a volume, taking care that it
should be one stored with pictures®. I mounted into the

window-seat: gathering up my feet”, I sat cross-legged,

like a Turk; and, having drawn the red moreen curtain®

nearly close, I was shrined in double retirement.

Folds of scarlet drapery? shut in my view to the

right hand; to the left were the clear panes of glass?,

protecting,  but not separating me from the drear®

November day. At intervals, while turning over the
leaves of my book, I studied the aspect® of that winter
Afar,

near a scene of wet lawn and storm-beat shrub,

afternoon. it offered a pale blank of mist and
cloud;

with ceaseless rain sweeping away wildly before a long
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and lamentable blast®,

I returned to my book — Bewick’s History of
British Birds™:
generally speaking; and yet there were certain introduc-

the letterpress®? thereof I cared little for,

tory pages that, child as I was, I could not pass quite
as a blank. They were those which treat of the haunts

of sea-fowl®; of “the solitary rocks and promontories®”

by them only inhabited; of the coast of Norway, stud-
the Linde-
to the North Cape® — “Where the
Northern Ocean, in vast whirls, boils* round the naked,
and the Atlantic

surge Pours in among the stormy Hebrides®.”

ded with® isles from its southern extremity,
ness”, or Naze,

melancholy isles of farthest Thule®

Nor could I pass unnoticed the suggestion of the
bleak shores of Lapland®, Siberia, Spitzbergen®, Nova

Zembla®, Iceland, Greenland, with “the vast sweep of
the Arctic Zone, and those forlorn regions of dreary
space,~—that reservoir of frost and snow, where firm
fields of ice, the accumulation of centuries of winters,
glazed in Alpine heights above heights, surround the
pole, and concentre the multiplied rigours of extreme
cold®.” Of these death-white realms I formed an idea of
shadowy™,

tions that float dim through children’s brains,

my own: like all the half-comprehended no-
but
strangely impressive. The words in these introductory
pages connected themselves with the
gnettes®, and gave significance to the rock standing up
alone in a sea of billow and spray®; to the broken boat

stranded on a desolate céast;

succeeding vi-

to the cold and ghastly
moon glancing through bars of cloud® at a wreck just

sinking.
I cannot tell what sentiment haunted the quite
solitary churchyard, with its inscribed headstone®; its

gate, its two trees, its low horizon, girdled by a broken
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