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Preface

Ms. Ren Huixian, well-known artist of Suzhou embroidery, was born
in Danyang, Jiangsu Province, in 1916. Taking an interest in the art of
embroidery since childhood, she entered Zhengze Girl’s Vocational
School of Danyang at very young age and studied under the teaching of
the embroidery artist Ms. Yang Shouyu, and was at the same time given
guidance by Mr. Lu Fengzi, educationist of art. Because of her excellent
performance at school, she was employed to teach at the school after
graduation. When the school was moved to Bishan of Sichuan Province
in 1937, she went along with the school and continued her teaching career
in the Section of Painting and Embroidery of Zhengze Special Art School.
In 1952, she began to teach at Suzhou Embroidery School. In 1958, she
joined Suzhou Embroidery Research Institute as director of Crisscross
Embroidery Stitch Research Studio, and in the same year, she invented
the crisscross stitch for embroidery sketch. In collaboration with
colleagues in 1966, she created the double-sided embroidery with
different designs and colours on the two sides, thus uplifting Suzhou
embroidery art into a new level of accomplishment. Her works, in the
motifs of birds, animals, landscape, and especially figures, are all
exquisitely created. Many of them have been adopted as state gifts
presented to foreign heads of states or governments, some are in the
collection of foreign museums, art galleries and studios.

Ms. Ren Huixian is currently the Technical Superintendent at Suzhou
Embroidery Research Institute, Senior Arts & Crafts Artist, National-
level Arts & Crafts Master, and National-level Expert with Outstanding
Contributions.

In the album are selected the representative works of Ms. Ren Huixian
at different stages of her creative career, which testify to the outstanding
achievement of her efforts in inheriting and developing the art of Suzhou
embroidery.

Shen Zhonghui
August 15, 2000
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Mz (AL55) 193654 411F (EN L F B %4 J ) 28 x 40cm

Landscape (crisscross stitch). 1935. School work at Zhengze Girls’ Vocational School. 28 x 40 cm.
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iR (RA%) 1935 FAlMfF (EMLFRAEFRENER) 25 x 38em

Image of Buddha (traditional satin stitch). 1935. Graduation work at Zhengze Girls’
Vocational School. 25 x 38 cm.
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