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Foreword

Short letters originated in the Spring and Autumn (770-476
B.C.) and Warring States (475-221 B. C. ) periods, but existed
only as a'practical means for social communication before the Qin
(221-207 B.C.) and Han (206 B.C.-220 A.D.) dynasties.
From the Han, Wei(220-265) and Six Dynasties (222-280) (317-
589) period, a sharp feature of literature began to develop in
short letters. After a short stagnant interval in the Tang Dynasty
(618-907) ; short letters revived again in the Song Dynasty (960-
1279), and developed into a unique form of literary form. In the
Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties, the literary
characteristic of short letters became more and more evident, and
since people instinctively wrote short letters just as creating a lit-
erary work, short letters entered its heyday then. As a form of
proses, short letters has witnessed a long, complicated process of
" development and evolution. With meticulous creation by men of
letters generation after generation, it eventually developed itself
into a literary form, simple yet precise, functional yet accessible,
and a high artistic value. Short letters, rich as they are in China,
are valuable literary legacy left over by the ascendants, are of
high litetary value and also are of magmflcent impact.

Chinese Short Letters Through The Ages collects 100 short



letters from the Qin Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty. These short
letters, either advocate patriotism , contemplate issues concerning
character cultivation, discourse methods and approaches of learn-
ing, or express true personal feelings or portray the beautiful nat-
ural scenery of the country, and they are all written beautifully
and are works of delightful interests. Here we have translated
100 short letters into English and present to you in the Chinese-
English bilingual form, hoping to disseminate the culture of the
Chinese nation amohg readers of English World so as to make
them familiar with ancient Chinese culture and its influence on
the descendants as well as its value and rule in the Chinese liter-
ary history. '

The first 50 short letters of this book are translated by Mr.
Chen Qida, and the latter 50 are translated by Professor Xie
Baikui. '

Editor
‘ June 1996
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