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Tibetan Antelope (Chiru), Kekexili, Qinghai, December 2006
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Tibetan Wild Ass (Kiang), Kekexili, Qinghai, December 199

Nikon F801s, 24mm F2.8
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Sichuan Snub-nosed Monkey, Zhouzhi, Shaanxi, December 2004
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FOREWORD |

Xi Zhinong seeks the mountains and forests where he creates
powerful photographs of China’s last wild places and the rare
creatures that inhabit them. With.great personal commitment,
patience, and indifference to hardship he chronicles the intimate
lives of animals and makes us conscious of their remote existence.
| observed his intense effort to create enduring images when
he joined our team in the Pamir Mountains of Xinjiang where
we studied Marco Polo sheep. His photographs from that trip
celebrate both the grandeur of nature and the Marco Polo sheep, a
species that had never been revealed in such depth before. Some
of Xi Zhinong’s photographs capture rare moments that touch
the emotions, whether two takin nuzzling on a cliff face, a flock of
golden pheasants shining in all their beauty, snub-nosed monkeys
huddling together in a snow storm, or chiru filing across the
vastness of the Tibetan uplands. Images such as these have made
Xi Zhinong the best and be‘St—k_nown wildlife photographer in China.
Xi Zhinong’s focus on wildlife is important, timely, and urgent.
China is a treasure house of plants and animals, the beauty of its
natural world unsurpassed. Yet in its heedless rush to develop, the

country has covered itself with wounds. Pollution of air and water,

-

habitat destruction, wildlife slaughter for food and medicine, all
destroy the health of the environment upon which a harmonious
society ultimately depends. For example, the Yangtze River dolphin
or baiji recently became extinct and the tiger clings to life only by a
thread because of past indifference and neglect.

However, during the past three decades China’s government
has shown much commitment to protecting the environment. The
104 nature reserves in 1981 have increased to over 2000 today.
Though often poorly funded and managed, they are refuges where
rare and precious species can thrive. The giant panda, Marco
Polo sheep, and crested ibis, to name just three, have benefited
from such protection. The Tibetan antelope or chiru, after a mass-
killing for its fine wool in the 1990s, is on the increase again on the
Tibetan Plateau, and it has even received official recognition as a
mascot of the 2008 Olympics.

Although more and more people in China enjoy nature and
are inspired by it, the average person still remains indifferent. This
must change. Everyone can do something about tFme environmental
destruction, everyone can contribute in some way to conservation,

as dedicated and passionate individuals have shown. Certainly




as by preventing the careless dest
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re against local threats, becoming an
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~ Xi Zhinong’s eloquent photographs have influ

9 and other wildlife on the highest, coldest and most rel

S of the Tibetan Plateau. But real and ever-lasting protectior i” g

- ce President of the Science and

at the Bronx Zoo-based Wildlife Conservation
s the world’s most prominent zoologist and
has worked in many parts of the world and is
o nature conservation in China. Started from
81\ Dr. Schaller first starced working in Wolong Nature
Reserve of Sichuan on giant pandas, he traveled extensively in the
wilderness of western China for wildlife research. He is the author of
many popular bestsellers including The Last Panda and Wildlife of
Tibetan Steppe.
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» his spear-like horns pointing skyward, creates concern and

sion for the animal.
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Rosamund Kidman Cox is an editor and writer specialising in wildlife
and conservation. She was editor of Wildlife and then BBC Wildlife
magazine from 1981 to 2004, and has worked as an editorial director
for BBC Books. She was a founder of the international Wildlife
Photographer of the Year competition, of which she has been a judge
since 1981.
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remarkable work.

Nhat is so special about Zhinong's photographs is that the
revealed to us in their natural settings — no sad captive
so that we get a feel of their characters and the
lives, as well as see the beauty of the wild

ny of the shots are timeless classics:
g a row of baby golden snub-nosed

the intimate glimpse of two golden
op. All of these are endangered
e it deserves, it will not only reveal

t a wonderful natural heritage they

them to support those who strive to
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