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The Story of Cincinnatus

THERE was a man named Cincinnatus who lived on
a little farm not far from the city of Rome. He had once
been rich and had held the highest office in the land, but
in one war or another he had lost all his wealth. He was
now so poor that he had to do all the work on his farm
with his own hands. But in those days, it was thought to
be a noble® thing to till the soil.

Cincinnatus was so wise and just that everybody
trusted him, and asked his advice; and when anyone was
in trouble, and did not know what to do, his neighbours
would say,

“Go and tell Cincinnatus. He will help you.”

Now there lived among the mountains, not far away,
a tribe® of fierce, half-wild men, who were at war with
the Roman people. They persuaded another tribe of bold®
warriors® to help them, and then marched towards the
city, plundering® and robbing as they came. They boasted
that they would tear down the walls of Rome, and burn
the houses, and kill all the men, and make slaves of the
women and children.

At first the Romans, who were very proud and brave,

Learn English By Reading Original Works



e s i B L

FARI R

AT AMEFRFHHA L E

Y DRATN— N IRER. il
HEEe - ERAR, BELRRE
HAREER, BRE-FREET,
fla 2R = EBE R T . REMRMR
97, {baoAsn R FTA B & T RIS RS
fliEF =T, Ak, E3TEHE, AL
UK, B — b 9 19 LA

FFEGEIRIEH, RIER, Bt
ANEMRAE AL, A F A H A
MR T EAE, AHEZE AT
AR, il 4B SR B 2

“EEF TS, b TR
Prilo "

Wt , AT LR, EH—
S FFER AR AT, EF P D ARAT
fito i1 T B — A B
MR B B BT, AR B B i
% M f1— B A, il
SRR DR, bR R, A

A
dEd

New Words
(Dnoble [ noubl | adj. ¥4

FiA BN AR E L /N BRI | @eibe n 19

*.
PO ARAER AREMBYL,E

n
@bold [bauld | adj. KliERY
@wenrrior ['wario] n. B4

(Splunder v, #8145

MRS - nmm



ake a micki® The Story of Cincinnatus

Y a Jitf),
N &m
_“

NN

did not think there was much danger. Every man in
Rome was a soldier, and the army which went out to
fight the robbers was the finest in the world. No one
stayed at home with the women and children and boys
but the “white-haired Fathers”, as they were called, who
made the laws for the city, and a small company of men
who guarded the walls. Everybody thought that it would
be an easy thing to drive the men of the mountains back
to the place where they belonged.

But one morning five horsemen came riding down
the road from the mountains. They rode with great speed,
and both men and horses were covered with dust and
blood. The watchman at the gate knew them, and
shouted to them as they galloped” in. Why did they ride
thus? And what had happened to the Roman army?

The did not answer him, but rode into the city and
along the quiet streets, and everyboby ran after them,

eager to find out what was the matter. Rome was not a

large city at that time; and soon they reached the market
place where the white-haired Fathers were sitting. Then
they leaped from their horses, and told their story.

“Only yesterday,” they said, “our army was marching
| through a narrow valley between two steep mountains.
All at once a thousand savage men sprang out from among
the rocks before us and above us. They had blocked up

| the way; and the pass was so narrow that we could not
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fight. We tried to come back; but they had blocked up
the way on this side of us, too. The fierce men of the
mountains were before us and behind us, and they were
throwing rocks down upon us from above. We had been
caught in a trap. Then ten of us set spurs” to our horses;
and five of us forced our way through, but the other five
fell before the spears of the mountain men. And now, O
Roman Fathers! Send help to our army at once, or every
man will be slain®, and our city will be taken.”

“What shall we do?” Said the white-haired Fathers.
"Whom can we send but the guards and the boys? And
who is wise enough to lead them, and thus save
Rome?”

All shook their heads and were very grave¥; for it
seemed as if there was no hope. Then one said, “Send for
Cincinnatus. He will help us.”

Cincinnatus was in the field plowing when the men
who had been sent to him came in great haste ®. He
stopped and greeted them kindly, and waited for them to
speak.

“Put on your cloak, Cincinnatus,” they said, “and
hear the words of the Roman people.”

Then Cincinnatus wondered what they could mean.
“Is all well with Rome?” He asked; and he called to his
wife to bring him his cloak.

She brought the cloak; and Cincinnatus wiped the

(6 ) Learn English By Reading Original Works



FF AR HF

%
* L
/%5;_

e, (B A TR B B B T .
S8 1] T R L B A DR
il BT R T RO AL, R
HATHBE, XA, RATHH 10 DA
ARk, AT 5 A T — 5Bk,
(EHECA T N AR 7E (LA KT
ZFT . Bife, W, B 5E ] SR
R A, T, RE LT
A%, RAVRATREREE T . "

“RITEE LI B RTCENTB.
B T RIEMETN, RITE MRS
WEHE L B A R ] IR
e g

TR, TR, B R
RWHERET . ZMHA—PAB: WA
SN, SRR,

LR A K BEF,
fTE7E F E HEh. i T Tk, R 1
e T AR , S5 R A6

“EF b URBOEHL, RN,
{18, “HF U 5 5 A R AEIE . "

AR IR T AT A R
o T A2 ], ]
TRk

WA T IR, FENIIRE
TF FRMM ER+ B T . 8

JEd

New Words

(Dwpar [spos] v. BHE)
Dlny [lhi.] v, i

(Sgrave adj. fEHTAY
(@hste [heint]n. A

IS - fumﬂ@)I

ol e b aae e o



a N
\&,'BIW little Make a micke

AL T O (1

The Story of Cincinnatus

NN

dust from his hands and arms, and threw it over his
shoulders. Then the men told their errand®.

They told him how the army with all the noblest
men of Rome had been entrapped in the mountain pass.
They told him about the great danger the city was in.
Then they said, “The people of Rome make you their
ruler and the ruler of their city, to do with everything as
you choose; and the Fathers bid you come at once and
go out against our enemies, the fierce men of the
mountains.”

So Cincinnatus left his plow standing where it was,
and hurried to the city. When he passed through the
streets, and gave orders as to what should be done, some
of the people were afraid, for they knew that he had all
power in Rome to do what he pleased. But he armed the
guards and the boys, and went out at their head to fight
the fierce ® mountain men, and free the Roman army
from the trap into which it had fallen.

A few days afterward there was great joy in Rome.
There was good news from Cincinnatus. The men of the
mountains had been beaten with great loss. They had
been driven back into their own place.

And now the Roman army, with the boys and the
guards, was coming home with banners @ flying, and
shouts of victory; and at their head rode Cincinnatus. He
had saved Rome. :
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Cincinnatus might then have made himself king; for
his word was law, and no man dared lift a finger against
him. But, before the people could thank him enough for
what he had done, he gave back the power to the White-
haired Roman Fathers, and went again to his litde farm
and his plow.

He had been the ruler of Rome for sixteen days.
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