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In 21* century, the civilization of human society has stepped into the stage
of a rapid and profound development of communication and assimilation. With the
world politics, economy and culture being integrated at a sweeping irresistible pace,
the human society enters a time when péople express an unbridled manifestation of
their individuality. The ways of expression in language, interpersonal communica-
tion and cooperation, the taste in creativity and aesthetics can all show one’s (

distinct individuality. Clothing, as the inseparable element composing one’s vivid (4

image, is no doubt the most convenient way to express individuality. Whoever a
person is, an unconventional artist, a knowledgeable scholar or a maverick youth,
the secret hidden in the deepest place of his heart can be detected from what he
wears.

From a psychological point of view, there is no person in this world who is
without individuality. But the ways and abilities to express individuality are differ-
ent from person to person. In the new century, the pursuit of individuality means
a high-degree of expressing one’s autonomy, independency and creativity on the
basis of the common characteristics of human beings. When reflected in clothing,
individuality is the pursuit of the leisurely loose and comfortable clothes or luxuri-
ously magnificent and complicated costumes. ... However, whether it is a simple
gown, or a splendid suit, or bold attire, the costumes show in different languages the
unique characteristics of a person.

The individuality of clothing is closely related to many factors, including
region, religion and time. For millions of yeafs human beings have been living and
procreating on the earth. In this long, yet “short”, process of history people all over
the world have created their own glorious civilizations, which are as though the
dazzlingly shining stars in the night sky. By way of costume language, the eternal
historical traces have been recorded in the vast area from the Chinese Yellow River
to the Andes Mountains, from the mysterious Himalayas to the romantic Aegean
Sea.... People of different nationalities show on the historical stage the unique

features of their nation through clothing, exhibiting the various regional styles and
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covering the profound national culture with colorful clothes.

History never hesitates to move forward. With the advancement into a new
historical stage, new religious belief, new world outlook and new aesthetics will
follow. Correspondingly, the individuality in clothes will take on a multi-feature
appearance and it will never remain unchanged. The development of costumes is a
vivid description of that of the individuality of human beings. The progress of the
time and the advancement of the science and technology is the prerequisite of the
development of costume culture. Based on this prerequisite, people can express
their unique novel styles thoroughly in clothing.

It should be pointed out that the individualization of costume is also under
the restriction of the factors as social status, career, age, etc. The charm of a
person’s individuality lies in the harmonious beauty. Only when a person is able to
Jjudge the subjective and objective conditions correctly and make appropriate ad-
Justment can the dressing complement his overall image or even add to his individu-
ality. Otherwise the dressing would cast the person in the shade. To a certain extent,
the individualization of costume is restricted by different careers and social status.
But with the progress of our times, people still manifest their uniqueness in dress-
ing. In addition, their dressing is suitable to their careers. Politician, in the eye of the
public, should always be serious in image with dark suit but no smile. However, as
the study of costume culture being carried out in-depth, a politician can also show
his personality in dressing. Such details as the coordination of the tie and the shirt,
or the shirt and the suit will reveal his political means or his competence in decision-
making. Different from the politicians, the superstars are representatives of fashion
trends and they have various ways to express their individuality. The fashion of
these superstars is so short-lived that the coming and going is only in a twinkling,
which might be their peculiar way to express individuality.

As is shown, on the historical stage of modernization, the manifestation of
individuality is by no means being restricted by region, race, career or social status.
On the contrary, it is expressed much more fully, freely and clearly in the atmo-
sphere of greater historical integration. In a limited sense, costume is the carrier, as
well as the demand to show various and unique personality of human beings; in a
broader sense, the manifestation of individuality in clothes represents the overall
characteristics of the culture and the time in different regions. The power of indi-
viduality speaks for itself.
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