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A HANDBOOK OF

PRACTICAL ENGLISH RHETORIC

CHAPTER I ’
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

The English and Americans, whose language

~we are now learning, are practical people. They

have among them a number of proverbs' that sug-
gest the practical turn® of their minds. One of
their proverbs says, ‘“What is worth doing is worth
doing well.””* It has guided them in their manifold
endeavors and achievements.! It may well guide
us in our effort to learn English both as a language
and as a literature.

There is no need to urge that English is worth
learning. Governments, schools, and people of
every walk of life’ agree that English is an inter-
national language,® and that it is a valuable asset?
to one who knows how fo use it. Our own leaders
of education have recognized® the importance of
English and made it a required subject’ in every
school. We have taken it for granted!® that to be
worthy of the name of student one must be able
to read some simple lessons of English.

It would be a mistake, however, to assume!
that the ability to read simple lessons and make
simple unconnected sentences is our sole aim in
- studying English. We want to do better than that.

1




2 A TTANDBGOK OF PRACTICAL ENGLISH RHETORIC

We want to he able to read books of science and
literatuve™ written in the Kuglish langunage. We
want, above all, to make that language a medium
m ecommunicating” our thoughts to our Inglish-
speakimge friends. &

- To remain satisfied with partial attainment,'*
to stop half-way on account of seeming odds against
us,” renders a worthy picec of work unworthy.
There is no disgrace’ if our fathers have never
learned any language but their mother tongue.'?
But there is certainly no howros if we are too lazy,
too faint-hearted'® to learn English well, since we
have admitted that it is worth learning. English
will he of sgervice to us only if we know how to
handle it"? effectively. A faully, slipshod®® sort of
English is worse than no English.

The factors® needed in mastering English, or any
other foreign laneunage, are: ovim determination®?
and ceaseless effort on the part of the student, a
compcetent  imstrueter,” and well-adapted®® hooks.
We must be equipped®” with a will to succeed and
never to eive up until we have succeeded, hefore
our teacher and bhocks can do us sny good. That
proverh js full of wisdom which savs, “You may
take a horse to the water but you cannot make him
drink.””  As students under the new system of
education, we are well provided with teachers and
books.  Are we willing to learn?

This book, which has been espeeially prepared
for the middle school students, is intended to Afill
a definite need, that of improving their Inglish
speaking and writing. For this reason the author
has named it 4 Handbook of Practical English
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CHAPTER 1 3

Rhetoric. It aims to deal with practical difficulties
confronting?® young students, rather than with
abstract prineiples.’” It presupposes’ not only
that the students have had some elementary know-
ledge®® of English, but that they are willing to go
on in spite of their limited success in the past.

It is fortunate that we have got over the rudi-
ments® of English grammar, the most difficult part
of langnage study. It was quite a task,” we re-
member, to make ourselves acquainted with the
several parts of speech and their relations with
one andther. Yet we do not mean that a book like
ours can ignore*’ English grammar. Sentences
poor in rhetoric are usually poor in grammar. A
sentence must be grammatically correct before it
becomes rhetorically clear and forceful. Far from
paying no attention to ¥nglish grammar, we must
call on the most important part of it to give us a
start. Hence we shall devote the first part of our
hook to sentence study from both grammatical and
rhetorical points of view. We shall see how sen-
tences are constructed, why they should be correct,
and why certain rhetorical qualities™ should be
added to correctness.

Perhaps we need not be reminded that in our
daily conversation and writing our sentences do
not stand alone, or disjointed from each other.
Somehow they tend to group themselves to indicate
the trend of our thought.** Or rather say, some-
how we try to group them together. But when we
come to think of it, grouping sentences is not an
easy job.% Definite ways and means of doing so
we must learn. Certain words which help to join
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our sentences together we must know how to use.
It is cnly then that.-we shall be able to make a
paragraph®® and to put -different paragraphs
together to form a long piece of ~writing. The
study of paragraphing will thus occupy the second
part of our work. ‘

Oftentimes we are disappointed®® in our own
speech or writing even when we have followed gram-
matical and rhetorical rules in construction and ar-
rangement. Something still seems amiss.*” Aftera
little reflection®® we find out that our dissatisfac-

. tion®® lies largely in the poor finishing touch® of

our composition, that is, in our unskiliful choice of
words. Incorrect words may have crept in, because
they look or sound like correct words. Ineffective
words may have blurred a vivid idea,” because
they are within easy reach.” We should spare no
pains®® to have them revised. Naturally the third
and final part of our book will be devoted to dic-
tion,** or the selection and use of good words.

This, briefly, is the plan of our work: first,
examination into the structure of sentences; second,
combination*® of sentences into paragraphs; third,
revision® of sentences through the choice of words.
Let us proceed with zest 'and confidence.” A rich
reward is in store for us.
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CHAPTER 1 b
Manifold endeavors and achievements: #FERN%E

Every walk of life: #%. . -
International language: BHPRHIRES.

Valuable asset: EHNWEE.

Recognized: #&3E. -

Required subject: &

Taken it for granted: MEEL.
Assume: f23E.

Science and Literature: BHEzCE:,
Medium in communicating: MGERIIEST.
Partial attainment: —&B53H9IA.
0Odds against us: FH#.

Disgrace: BLEE.

Mother tongue: [EH3E.
Faint-hearted : BEE.

Handleit: 3EmBHh.

Slipshod : $if#.

Factors: K.

Grim determination: BBIEITL.
Competent instructor: HEERHIBLAM.
Well-adapted: EEH.

Equipped: AH.

Confronting: PFHIN. .
Abstract principles: FhERAUEIIY,
Presupposes: ¥HAH. '
Elementary knowledge: ZA%nsk.
Rudiments: #1747 ZE#.

Quite a task: IRHEAITLE.

Ignore: Z85.

Rhetorical qualities: &,
To indicate the trend of our thought: ZREF¥EARE

" Paragraph: EX.

Disappointed: K&,
Amiss: A,

Reflection: B,
Dissatisfaction: F#E#E.
Finishing touch: &%z EHe.
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D
4]. Blurred a vivid idea: T 2B,
42. Within easy reach: %, &SI,
43. Spare no pains: REHEH.
44. Devoted to diction: H#t8HEHR.
45. Combination: Bi#3.
46. Revision: {&IE.
47. Zest and confidence: HERFIELE.

afe

(et

TR

NEH

ST e LA TR A



CHAPTER II

SENTENCES DISTINGUISHED FROM PHRASES
G AND CLAUSES!

Even in our own language, we do not always
speak or write well.. We often make blunders which

cost us dearly.? Itis only when we are aware? of this

sad fact that we are willing to listen to some one
who knows how to speak and write better than we.
In following the examples of good speakers and
writers, we are really conforming* with the prac-
tical rules of rhetorie, which is no more than the
art of effective use of language.

A book of English rhetorie is not an authority®
on writing and speaking. It merely states, in a
concrete manner, the customs® prevailing among
the best users of the English langunage, and points
out the order by which the inexperienced” may
proceed in their study of the good writers and
speakers.

According to the opinion of most teachers of
English rhetoric, sentence structure® should be the
first in order to be studied. For the sentence, as
they rightly maintain, is the smallest unit of a dis-
course,’ or a connected speech. The beginner may
indeed congratulate!® himself if he has succeeded in
making his sentences clear and effective.

What is a sentence? It is a group of words ex-
pressing a complete thought. Remember, neither
a silent'* thought nor a group of meaningless'

7



