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Introduction

Since the 1970s following the inception of China’s reform and opening to the outside world, English has
become a popular subject of study because China needs to absorb advanced science and technology from foreign
countries. Along with its economic development, China’s international status has been constantly elevated. Today
China has become the engine of the world economy. Economic and cultural exchanges with other countries of the
world have been increasingly frequent. Language exchanges have become more and more imperative. Thus learning
Chinese becomes very popular. When the author had the honor to teach Chinese at a college in the US, the author
asked the foreign students what their difficulties were in learning Chinese, they candidly answered that it was
learning how to read and write Chinese characters. They wondered if there were rules in word formation that could
enable them to go deeper into the Chinese.

Out of this consideration, the author makes the radicals of Chinese characters as the point of tangency,
introduces the evolution of the radicals of Chinese characters in a scientific, systematic and scrupulous way so that
foreign learners can understand the evolutionary process of formation of Chinese characters, ranging from oracle
bones, metal language, seal character to official script, regular script, cursive hand, and running script. They would
also come to know when the Chinese first began to use knife to cut words on oracle bones, bronze objects and
bamboo chips and when writing brushes, ink, and paper were available to the Chinese. In addition, this book also
introduces the rules of word-making: the Six Traditional Categories of the Chinese Characters. These are the things
the foreign learners may love to know. Chinese characters are countless, but its radicals are limited in number.
After the foreign learners master these radicals and further grasp the rules summarized by the author of how these
radicals combine with each other or with other one-component characters or strokes to form compound components
according to the Six Traditional Categories of Chinese characters, and understand the examples given of how the
Characters under the same radicals are formed, they will have a good command of Chinese characters. Although
there is an ever-increasing glossary of scientific and technical terms which have been translated according to the
pronunciation, most of the characters are coined according to the above mentioned the Six Traditional Categories of
Chinese Characters. The author will feel blessed and richly rewarded if the foreign learners can markedly enlarge
their vocabulary, and be able to read and write in Chinese after painstaking study of this book.

This book specially adopts a story-telling method to introduce each radical and example formed with this
radical. In this way, foreign learners may be attracted to, and be able to learn Chinese in a delightful way. It will
greatly enhance their enthusiasm for learning Chinese. What is more, English is the international language used
in economic and cultural exchanges. By writing the book in both English and Chinese, we predict its coverage of
readers is wide. The author of this book sincerely wishes this book can make a contribution to cultural and economic
exchanges between China and foreign countries as well as to promote Chinese language teaching home and abroad.

In publishing this bilingual book, we received a lot of help and support from both Sinolingua and China
Foreign Affairs University. We extend our heartfelt thanks to editor Lu Yu of Sinolingua, who meticulously read and

revised this book. Special thanks also go to Professor Fan Shouyi of China Foreign Affairs University, for his earnest

for his earnest and thorough proofreading of this work.
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