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Art and science represent the highest realm of human emotions and intelligence with
human creativity as their common basis and the universality of truth as their goal.

On the occasion of the celebration for the 90th anniversary of Tsinghua University, we
present to the society an international exhibition entitled "Art & Science", which
collects a total number of 688 pieces of works by artists, scientists or both from 20
countries.

The 21st century is calling for the convergence of art and science. The mutual
cooperation, complementation and interaction between art and science sure will give
rise to a more splendid humanistic spectacle and thus we can fasten more humanistic

concern upon the upgrade of people's living qualities in the new world.

Tsinghua University

May 31,2001
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The changes that humans have undergone in the 20th century were great and profound. They
have not only given exerted an influence on all aspects of human production and life but also
driven ind into a brand poch: Epoch”. ion Epoch" is an epoch

featuring high technology, which generates totally new requirements and challenges to the
various aspects of human production and life. One of the challenges is how to promote the

natural

humanistic spirit in order to make a better i ion and
and humanistic sciences, therefore bringing benefit to the mankind. Art is an important part of
i T , uni of art and science is substantially the unification of

and natural
Art and Science International Exhibiti ies the basis and target of art and

science along the history of human civilization and displays a profound humanistic spectacle

and spirit reflected by art and science in a vi i way. The ibition has br d the
thinking space for promoting the mutual jon and i between art and
science in the future field of higher education, for talents ivation and i

and for raising the living ds of the The is a certain result coming

from the common efforts of all the staff and students of Tsinghua University, including
Tsinghua College of Art, holding the historical responsibilities of the epoch spirit and future
development.
Art and science are two different concepts, or say, two great creative works of mankind. Art
is mainly of visual thinking, including poetry, music and painting; while science means logic
thinking, including mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology. Art creates images and
stimulates sentiments; while science studies nature and seeks the law of the development of
nature. Both art and science are the result of human creative labor as well as the outcome of
human intelligence.
The famous physicist Prof. T.D.Lee has paid great attention to the close relations between art
and science in his research work and pointed out: "the common basis of art and science is
human creativity and their common goal is the universality of truth. They are inseparable like
the two sides of a coin." As a scientist who has made tremendous contributions to the
ientifi of i he not only elucidated the great value of art and science to

mankind but also unveiled the certain inner link between art and science from the philosophical

point of view. He further came out with his i of ication of art and
science to serve mankind. The famous painter, Prof. Wu Guanzhong said, "Science reveals the
secrets of the universe; art reveals the secrets of human emotions." He pointed out the
inseparable entirety of art and science created by mankind, too.

The unification of science and art is the mainstream in the development of human thought and
culture. Many i isci y art and science such as Industrial Design,

Environmental Design, Textile and Fashion Design, Graphic Design are facing the challenges
from high technology. At the same time, people’s choice of the meanings, forms, and media of
their under ding of artistic

the artistic expression and their ptions
expression are also going to be greatly changed. The further mingling of art and science is a
certain trend.

The unification of art and science can remedy the respective defects of art and science,
benefit their development and consequently serve human life and development. So, the theme

of unifying art and science is the theme of the of human civilizati It is a wise
choice based on philosophic thinking about where human beings are heading for, which indicates
the advent of a new glorious epoch of mankind. The unification of art and science can help
purify human nature and upgrade the civilized qualities of mankind and therefore is a great
pioneering undertaking in the history of human civilization. The publication of "Art works
Collection of Art and Science International Exhibition" and "Papers Collection of Art and
Science Global Symposium" is just the historical memorandum of this understanding and

exploration.

Zhou Guangzhao
Octorber 2001
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