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A Father’s Love

A nonymous

Daddy just didn’t know how to show love.lt was Mom who held the family
together.He just went to work every day and came home;she’d have a list of sins
we’d committed and he’d scold us about them.

Once when 1 stole a candy of a bar,he made me take it back and tell the
man | stole it and that I’d pay for it.But it was Mom who understood I was just a
kid.

I broke my leg once on the playground swing and it was Mom who held me in
her arms all the way to the hospital.Dad pulled the car right up to the door of the

emergency room and when they asked him to move it because that space was re—



served for emergency vehicles,he shouted: “What do you think this is? A tour
bus? ”

At my birthday parties, Dad always seemed sort of out of place.He just busied
himself blowing up balloons, and setting up tables,and running errands.It was Mom
who carded in the cake with the candles on it for me to blow out.

When I leaf through picture albums people always ask: “What does your dad
look like? ”“Who knows? He was always fiddling around with the camera taking
everyone else’s picture.l must have a zillion pictures of Mom and me smiling to—
gether.”

I remember when Mom told him to teach me how to ride a bicycle.l told him
not to let go,but he said it was time.l fell and Mom ran to pick .me up,but he
waved her off.] was so mad I showed him.I got right back on that bike and rode it
myself.He didn’t even feel embarrassed.Just smiled.

When I went to college, Mom did all the writing.He just sent checks and a
little note about how great his lawn looked now but I wasn’t playing football on it.

Whenever I called home, he acted like he wanted to talk,but he always said:
“I’ll get your mother.”

When 1 got married,it was Mom who cried.He just blew his nose loudly and
left the room.

All my life he said: “Where are you going? What time are you coming home?
No,you cannot go.”

Daddy just didn’t know how to show love,unless...

Is it possible he showed it and I didn’t recognize it?
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- Let Go Love

Anonymous

There was once a lonely girl who longed so much for love.One day while she
was walking in the woods she found two starving songbirds.She took them home
and put them in a small cage.She cared them with love and the birds grew strong.
Every morning they greeted her with a wonderful song.The girl felt great love for
the birds.

One day the girl left the door to the cage open.The larger and stronger of the
two birds flew from the cage.The girl was so
frightened that he would fly away.As he flew
close,she grasped him wildly.
Her heart felt glad at her suc-
cess in capturing him.Suddenly
she felt the bird go limp.She
opened her hand and stared in
horror at the dead bird.Her des—
perate love had killed him.

She noticed the other bird
moving back and forth on the

edge of the cage.She could feel




his great need for freedom.He needed to soar into the clear,blue sky.She lifted him
from the cage and tossed him softly into the air.The bird circled once,twice,three
times.

The girl watched delightedly at the bird’s enjoyment.Her heart was no longer
concerned with her loss.She wanted the bird to be héppy.Suddenly the bird flew
closer and landed softly on her shoulder.He sang the sweetest melody that she had
ever heard.

The fastest way to lose love is to hold on it too tight;the best way to keep love

is to give it WINGS!



