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PREFACE

Cultivation gestated the civilization of human beings, and nature endows humans
with agricultural resources for their development. However, in the evolutionary process
of human civilization and along with the discovery of new resources, agricultural civiliza-
tion has gradually been replaced by some other civilizations. The resource gifts forming
agricultural civilization were thrown far behind by other resources measured with added
values. Because of technological advancement, the originally rustic and natural agricul-
ture has been added with lots of artificial elements such as “transformed genes”,
“chemical fertilizers” and “pesticides”, etc. Human beings, while accepting their bless-
ings, ostracize their inorganic characters instinctively. Nevertheless, no matter how the
other industries develop, the strategic position for agriculture as a basic domain to nur-
ture human growth is unsubstitutable. In the regions on the earth with agricultural pro-
duction as a main industry, agricultural development, farmers’ affluence and regional
prosperity are still the effulgent prospect of the governments and the people involved.

China is a big developing agricultural country while Central China is a significant
part of agricultural production as well as an abundant rural labor force habitat in China.
The five central provinces (Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Anhui, Jiangxi) occupy an area of
871,200km?, with 9.1% of the whole country, but hold a population of 338 million, or
25. 6% of the country, of which the rural population is about 215 million, accounting
for 29. 5% of the national rural population and 63. 6% of the total population of the cen-
tral region. As a main grain-producing region of the country, the grain yield in Central
China is 159. 353 million tons, with 31. 8% of the country’s total yield. Its agricultural
contribution rate to GDP reaches 16. 1%, far beyond 11. 3% of the national average
level. In the long period, Central China has made an essential contribution to the nation-
al economic-societal development.

However, in the recent decades, the development of Central China has not been
well considered. Since China’s reform and opening, the coastal region, by advantage of
the special policies, has realized rapid economic growth. The implementation of “the
Strategy of Great West Development” in 2000 has promoted the speedy development of
West China. Later on, under the guidance of the policy “Vitalizing North-East China”,
the adjustment and rebuilding of the old industrial bases in the North-East and other re-
gions have got the pivotal support from the Central Government. On the contrary, Cen-
tral China had been for long overlooked in the national strategic agenda, thus, leading to

the incessant retrusive seating arrangement in the national overall economic position. In
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2004, the developing problem of Central China caused the consideration of the Central
Government, who announced an important strategy for promoting Central China’s grow-
ing up. Because nearly two thirds of its population live in the countryside, the rural de-

velopment directly determines Central China’s speed of growth.

The rural development can resort to internal drive as well as external im-
pulse. According to the industrialization experience in developed countries, some schol-
ars believe that Chinese rural development should mainly depends on the development of
secondary industry and commerce as well as cities. Industrialization changes most farm-
ers into non-farmers and urbanization makes most farmers leave the countryside. When
the rural population decreases enough to make the rural average resource per capita ade-
quate, and the nation has sufficient strength to subsidy and support agriculture, the
rural region moves naturally onto a wealthy broad road.

On the contrary, some other scholars and policy makers advocate that the main
driving momentum of regional development comes from its inside, that’s to say, only
adequately making use of the environmental conditions of regional development, ade-
quately exerting regional relative advantages and its independent innovative capability,
as well as adequately utilizing regional institutional innovation to mobilize all
sides’enthusiasm, can we accelerate regional development. The external conditions are
merely influencing factors in regional development. With this viewpoint to observe rural
development, we believe that both industrialization and urbanization belong to external
conditions similar to other external ones, thus, they can not replace the developmental
activity of region’s main actors. Only based on the condition that the farmers, rural
households, household groups (such as cooperatives), rural basic-level organizations,
enterprises and so on continually improve their innovative capability, can the rapid de-
velopment of rural area be boosted.

However, China’s actual condition is: the urban population in 1949 was 58 million,
or 11.9% of the national total population; the urban population in 1978 was 172 mil-
lion, or 17. 92% of the total. Later on, promoted by the urbanization policies, the urban
population keeps rising rapidly with roughly one percent per year. The urban population
in 2007 reached 549 million, with 44.94% of the total. Such developing speed is quite
extrusive in the world. In urban population rising from 20% to 40%, it took China 22
years, England 120 years, America 80 years and Japan more than 30 years. Just because
of this, some rational scholars repeatedly claim that Chinese urbanization has brought
about many problems such as loss of large arable land, environmental pollution, and
traffic congestion. Consequently, China’s urbanization is another “Great Leap” .

Even with such speed, China would spend 36 years in reducing its rural population
to the level of America (18.6%) and 45 years to that of England (10.1%) . Compara-
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tively, the central five provinces would spend 41 and 50 years respectively in reducing
their rural population to the same level. This means that, according to “the External Im-
pulse Theory”, it would last quite a long time for the rural area of Central China to com-
pletely enter modern wealthy life.

The rural area of Central China has some common features for attention: Firstly,
the rural average income per capita is low and increases slowly. The average income in
2007 is merely 59. 4% of East China, and its growth speed from 2001 to 2003 was lower
than in East China and West China; Secondly, traditional farming plays a main role in
rural development. Different from East China with developed non-agricultural industries
and West China with an amalgamation of agriculture and animal husbandry, the agricul-
tural development conditions of Central China are favorable, and it is an important farm-
ing area in China; Thirdly, it has got less external influences and some traditional be-
liefs still have their roots, which are embodied from the obvious inadequacy of the
people’s consciousness in opening, innovation, competition and so on; Finally, the phe-
nomenon of outflow as labor force is protrudent. From 1995 to 2000, most Chinese prov-
inces with higher net migrating rate of inter-provincial population lie in Central China,
where, in terms of population flow, “the central dent” is formed.

On the basis of the above analyses, I believe that so far as the rural development of
Central China is concerned, we can not solely stress the internal or external forces, only
attending to both and their interactions, can we realize regional development harmoni-

ousy.

Based on the preceding research thinking, I applied for the key project (40535025)
sponsored by the NSFC (National Natural Science Foundation of China) . The design of
this project follows the main line of the internal forces about the development of rural
regions, sets the research on the rural households as its major target, chooses the inter-
actions between the rural households and the geographical environments as its cutting-in
point, and takes the individual-to-group of rural households as a “vein” of its research,
with its focus on some theoretical problems concerning the rural development from a mi-
cro-perspective. It could be expected that with a fresh analytical approach this research
on the rural development of Central China, which has rich traditional cultures and
unique geographical features, is promising to contribute both to the theoretical construe-
tion of an economic geography with Chinese characteristics and to the regional develop-
ment research of rural area in the international academia. Based on these theories, and
from the “human-oriented” rural development aspect, it could also be hoped that this re-
search is of value in generating trains of thought and policy suggestions for a rapid tak-
ing-off and development of Central China and for the creation of a well-off society in an

all-round way.
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This project takes the rural households, geographical environment, and the socio-
economic harmonious development of the rural area in Central China as three research
pivots. The interactions between the first two are the main exploring objectives. And ac-
cordingly, the research of the interactions between these two pivots serves to lay a {irm
basis for studying the socio-economic harmonious development of the rural area in Cen-
tral China. Based on the analyses of the data investigated by some related authorities
about the rural households and the data at the levels of village and township in Henan
Province, the project team also did empirical studies. By means of purposive and random
sampling of different developmental conditions, we selected 11 villages, carried out a
survey on 1251 households, and chose 643 households of 17 specialized villages in 10 dif-
ferent types, for detailed studies. Meanwhile, we also chose 654 households of 9 typical
villages featured respectively by their migrant workers, agricultural production loca-
tions, and dwelling sites for intensive investigation. On the basis of these studies, nearly
100 academic articles and 2 monographs have been completed. These works either give
more emphasis on theoretical creation or on applied researches. This monograph now in

front of you is one of the applied results of this project.

Based on the developing train of thought attending to internal and external forces,
the writing of this book follows two main lines: The first line aims to analyze the influ-
ences of urbanization, industrialization, agric-industrialization, and globalization on the
regional development of rural area in Central China; The second intends to analyze the
internal mechanisms of the regional development through the review of rural house-
holds-household groups-households’external effects. This book is divided into 12 chap-
ters: Chapter One, based on Chinese special socio-economic background, reveals the
significance of studying the rural development in Central China, and further specifies the
research thinking and the arrangement of the chapters according to the summary of the
domestic and international related studies; Chapter Two, based on defining the concepts
and scopes of the rural area in Central China, analyzes the rural developing environ-
ments in Central China and discloses its developing advantages and obstacles; Chapter
Three analyzes the rural economic development and developing stages in Central China,
and expounds its developing courses at the two levels of economic structural flux as well
as societal structural flux; Chapter Four examines the economic developing diversities of
the rural area in Central China at the three levels of provincial, prefectural regions and
county; Chapter Five, based on the particular effects exerted by the specialized villages
on the rural area in Central China, explores the built-in mechanisms of the specialized
villages and classifies such villages; Chapter Six construes the features of urbanization in
the central regions and the influences of urbanization on the development of these re-

gions, analyzes the developing features of the urbanization-driven rural regions and illus-
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trates them with typical cases; Chapter Seven expounds the developing courses of rural
industrialization in the central regions and their influences on these regions, analyzes the
developing features of the industrialization-driven rural regions in Central China and fur-
ther testifies them with related typical cases; Chapter Eight explicates the current situa-
tion and problems of agricultural industrialization in the rural regions and its influences
on rural households, agriculture and rural regions, and analyzes some cases of regional
development driven by agricultural industrialization; Chapter Nine discusses the recent
trend of globalization and its influence on the rural regions, and analyzes the developing
features of the rural regions of Central China effected by globalization and some cases of
rural development driven by globalization; Chapter Ten interprets the interrelationships
between the rural development and the environments, classifies the environmental areas
into several types, analyzes the momentum and models of the rural regional development
and demonstrates the interactions between the developing environments of rural regions
and the models; Chapter Eleven, based on construing agric-regional organizations, in-
dustries and the spatial evolutionary directions, analyzes the cooperative evolutionary
mechanisms among enterprises, nets and rural regions; Chapter Twelve analyzes the
main problems in the rural regional development, and advances the safeguards promo-
ting this development on the basis of making clear the basic train of thought about the

development and exerting the developmental plan of the rural regions.

As one of the findings of the key project of NSFC, the completion of this book is
the crystal of the team members’collective wisdom. Besides myself, the other partici-
pants of this project are Associate Professors Qiao Jiajun and Li Erling from Henan Uni-
versity, Professor Gao Genghe, Associate Professors Fan Xinsheng, Zheng Chunhui
and Lu Lixin, Lecturer Luo Qing from Henan University of Finance and Economics. The
framework of the whole book and the outline of each chapter were proposed by Li Xiao-
jian. The chapters and sections were allocated by Li Xiaojian according to each member’s
academic specialty. The contribution of each chapter is as follows: Chapter One was
completed by Li Xiaojian and Fan Xinsheng; Chapter Two by Fan Xinsheng; Chapters
Three and Four cooperatively by Zheng Chunhui and Li Xiaojian; The second section of
Chapter Five by Li Xiaojian, Luo Qing and Fan Xinsheng, the rest by Qiao Jiajun;
Chapter Six by Fan Xinsheng; Chapter Seven by Qiao Jiajun; The first three sections of
Chapter Eight by Luo Qing, the fourth by Li Erling; Chapter Nine by Qiao Jiajun;
Chapters Ten and Eleven cooperatively by Li Erling and Li Xiaojian; The first two sec-
tions and the fourth of Chapter Twelve cooperatively by Li Xiaojian and Gao Genghe,
the third by Lu Lixin. The draft was mainly revised by Li Xiaojian. In the process of re-
search and book writing, the members’attitudes of being earnest, responsible, faithful

and cooperative are moving and unforgettable. Especially, Qiao Jiajun and Zhang Jianhua
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put great efforts in assisting Li Xiaojian in editing the draft so that the draft was comple-
ted on schedule.

The research of economic geography takes the service to the national demands as
one of its essential tenets. As one of the main branches of geography, agricultural geog-
raphy has ever made significant contributions to China’s agricultural development.
However, since the outset of the reform and opening, along with the rapid course of in-
dustrialization and urbanization as well as the descending position of agriculture in the
whole economy, agricultural geography lies also in very weak position. In the recent
years, because of the Central Government’s recognition to agriculture, the agricultural
development is listed in the main agenda; accordingly, agricultural geography has met
the spring of development, Nevertheless, the traditional economic geography mainly em-
phasizes industrial research and ignores the aspect of farmers and rural households.
Hence, in the development of Chinese agricultural geography, it seems significant to
seek the new research perspectives, to extend research contents and to improve research
methods. On the basis of agricultural geography, rural geography should be devel-
oped. With more comprehensive foresight, geographers and regional economists should
endeavor to develop rural geographical study and supply policy decisions and suggestions
for the rural development.

The research of rural development in China is a long-term and arduous task. In this
regard, it’s inevitable for the book to bear some disadvantages although the project team
members exerted themselves greatly. Therefore, any comments and suggestions from

the readers are highly appreciated.

Li Xiaojian
August, 2009
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