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By the middle of this century, some two thirds of the world’s nations, with at least five billion
people, will enjoy a standard of living which only the advanced economies now have, Some three
billion of these people will live in Asia. Collectively, the Asian countries will have a larger economy
than the rest of the world put together.

The rest of the world will have to react to this millennial economic shift to Asia, and to the
rising power of China. The rest of the world will be divided between the Euro-American countries,
and the two big peripheral powers, Japan and Russia. Russia is a huge geographical country, with
well educated people, and will eventually recover.

In terms of nations, it will be a world of much greater economic equality. Although there will
still be poor countries, most will be quite rich. Inside these nations there will be mass prosperity,
but with a large minority in serious poverty, and a small number who are very rich.
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The shape of the world is changing almost as dramatically as this city’s skyline. Today the cold
war is over, The risk of the global nuclear conflict has been greatly reduced and the free flow of

goods and ideas is bringing to life the concept of a global village. But just as all nations can benefit
from the promise of this new world, no nation is immune to its perils. We all have a stake in building
peace and prosperity, and in confronting threats that respects no borders—terrorism and drug
trafficking, disease and environmental destruction,

To meet these challenges most effectively, China and the United States must act in concert.
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Some argue that with the Cold War’s end, the strategic importance of the US-China relationship has
diminished. I believe they have it exactly backwards. As a new century begins, the importance of
strengthening the ties between the United States and China will grow even greater,
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Americans have come to expect a lot of their presidents, more perhaps than any can deliver. We
say that the president runs the country, but in practice, presidents have trouble running large parts
of the government. We hold the president responsible for the economy, even though he has few
economic levers at his command. We expect the commander in chief to lead us to victory in war, and
then we complain when we think he is micromanaging the military.

And we tend to think of the president as the personification of the nation he leads. Few other
democracies combine the position of head of government and head of state,. We do, and some of the
bitterness of our politics spring from the conviction of many Americans that this or that president
does not really represent their country. Yet as we look back at our presidents, we see them less as
partisan politicians than as national leaders, who in different ways have helped develop the strengths
and virtues of our nation.
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Debates among candidates are rare in most countries. But they have become a staple of
American politics, particularly during the last 25 years. Americans like debates because the
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candidates can be compared in an unscripted, live performance. The candidates don’t know what
questions will be asked, nor what their opponents might say. History indicates that a bad
performance, particularly a telling gaffe, can badly damage a candidate in the polls.

The potential of debates to damage a vulnerable presidential hopeful is one reason why some
candidates, particularly- frontrunners, are reluctant to risk their chances in such an uncontrolled
environment—and the fewer debate rules there are, the less control the candidates have. But
broadcast presidential debates, both in the primaries and in the general election, are now routine and
expected by the American people. ‘

It was not always so. Face-to-face presidential debates: began their broadcast history in 1948.
Americans are concerned not just with a leader’s policies and ideology, but also with his character
and temperament. In the contentious atmosphere of a debate, such personal attributes are easier for
voters to judge than in pre-packaged campaign commercials or formal speeches.
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Meeting Franklin Roosevelt, Winston Churchill said, was like opening your first bottle of
champagne, “Knowing him was like drinking it. ” Temperament is a special subcommittee of

character: it is less intellect than instinct, more about music than lyrics—the quality voters sense
when they watch a candidate improvise or when he thinks no one is looking.

But what type of temperament matters, especially in a time like this? The idea that anyone can
grow up to be President is an American gospel, but that’s about honoring equality not excellence.
It’s good to be smart, but that’s no guarantee of success; Woodrow Wilson, the only President ‘
with a Ph. D. , never won over a majority of voters, More important is the confidence that lets you
welcome smart people around you—and hope -they disagree. Perhaps even more important than
intelligence is vitality: Tigger beats Eeyore any day. F. D. R.’s success reflected as much his
infectious optimism as his eloquence.
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As individuals and as a nation, we’re defined by the choices we make. And too often, by the
tough decisions we avoid. Most of us have avoided even thinking about how our rapidly growing
population is affecting our quality of life and shaping our society. :

Our population has more than doubled since World War II, and at this rate, we could be on our
way to 1 billion people living in the United States by the end of the century. Qur population growth,
driven in part by unchecked immigration, is already straining our healthcare and educational systems
and, less noticeably—but far more important—putting a heavy burden on our natural resources.

All these pressures on our resources will only worsen. unless our leaders begin a national
dialogue on the future of this country and start making the tough choices. Politicians are avoiding
debate on these issues because they are the most difficult ones to confront. In campaign debating,
these are wedge issues. But failure to come to terms with them will drive a wedge between all of us
and a prosperous, healthy future for this country, '

I[AzaxT

ARAAARBE, AMGEFERE TG LEE, H LEEERETRAB M H SRR
BB, BAMAXSBALEZRLEBEL R D REBKIACRER YA ERNOLERE, 224K
A8 AL &,

ZRERREAR  ZAEGADHRT —145, BIHGEEHL INASLRAELELER
HATHTRAS 1012, #RBEBADHKY —HKHREAZEMNANTS RS, XA
L2 EABYWETRE BT RNERLE), DEBA AN ARTRS LT REN i, X— 5%
RARKFAEE,22EHTE,

BREBMNGAFARBENRRF - B L ARG E, AHHERH 2L, FUNSTAE
FROGXLRHREMmE, BEAB R MR A, B A F M2 &8, y: 3
BAFERME P, ZEFMLFHSE, RERERAD MR ZEEE, X NELEEAR ¥
FARERE,

sl

On August 6, 1997, when 55, 000 people gathered in Hiroshima to commemorate the 46®
anniversary of the devastating bombing that killed an estimated 140,000 people and brought World
War [[ to a sudden halt, the city’ s newly elected mayor broke with tradition by adding a few
uncustomary lines to the annual Peace Declaration. It should also be recalled, he declared, that
“Japan inflicted great suffering and despair on the peoples of Asia and the Pacific during its reign of
colonial domination and war. For this we are truly sorry. ” Noting that this year marks the 50th
anniversary of the Japanese assault on the U. S, , he added, “Remembering all too well the horror of
this war, starting with the attack on Pearl Harbor and ending with the atombombings of Hiroshima
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and Nagasaki, we are determined anew to work for world peace. ”

Usually, in Japan, when people discuss the war at all, they speak of victimization: their own
victimization by the militarists who led the country into battle and by the Americans who bombed
their cities. The suffering inflicted by the imperial army on the peoples of Asia is ignored, as is
Japan’s aggression in China and at Pear]l Harbor. The appealing image of Japan the victim has no
room for the underside of Japan the aggressor. : '
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Gold,. as always, lures the dreamers, the shiftless ones, the ne’ er-do-wells, the misfits. And
here in California in 1849 they brawled and fought and cursed and caroused in the flimsy hotels and
seamy saloons, the gambling halls and brothels that mushroomed, seemingly overnight. By 1858,
ten years after Marshall made his find, the gold played out here. And so the prospectors and the

prostitutes, the gamblers and the saloon owners, like leaves before a cold wind, had moved on,
chasing new dreams. Nothing remains of their presence except for that statue over there of
Marshall. In a way, he played an important role. All those people who rushed here to find gold so
increased the area’s population that California was declared a state far earlier than it would have
been otherwise. So some say, then, that it was here, at this spot, that California was born. And,
to this day, it is still known as the Golden State,
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For nearly 14 years in the early part of the 20* century, it was actually illegal to make or sell
liquor in the United States. The period was known as Prohibition. Reformers were so serious that
Prohibition was written into law as amendment to the U. S, Constitution. It was the law of the land
until December 1933 when it took another amendment to the Constitution, the 21*, —to repeal that
statute. By no means did all Americans support Prohibition. Immigrants to the country, primarily
southern and eastern European, considered alcohol an important part of their social and religious
culture, In large cities and small towns alike, the law was openly flouted, Colorful criminals known
as bootleggers supplied homemade or imported liquor, and so-called speakeasies serving illegal drinks
sprouted up across the country. In recent years, there has been a renewed public awareness of the
dangers of alcohol abuse. Drunk driving has become a national, even international, concern.
Prohibition roved far from a perfect solution to a problem, but its mark on U. S, history still show.
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For centuries, the Moon smiled upon lovers. But its silver face now glares down like an

operating-room light. 40 years ago, man robbed the Moon of romance. His footprints on its face are
evidence of the trespass. Five decades ago, the Moon glimmered like an Olympic medal above the
United States and the Soviet Union. President Kennedy was determined to win the race into space.
The President’s words were just weeks old when American fired its first man into space. On July
20™, 1969, Neil Armstrong became the first man to step onto the Moon. “That’s one small step for
a man, one giant leap for mankind, ” The first step. And the last. The race had been won. Three
billion people beheld the victory. But never again would this generation gaze at a magic moon.
Lovers must find another light,
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For 8 years, students at Michigan State University borrowed tuition money directly from the
federal government. But last spring, university officials shucked that arrangement and signed up
with private lenders and a state agency that provided loans under a separate federal plan. They
guaranteed a profit to the university—something the federal government could not do. Sounds sweet
for Michigan State, but it’s not so terrific for federal taxpayers, who will almost certainly wind up
shelling out $ 23. 5 million more each year as a result of the change. Michigan State is not unique.
Today, dozens of colleges and universities are abandoning the Department of Education’s direct-loan
plan, lured by the promise of a quick buck from banks, state lending agencies, and most
significantly, Sallie Mae, the giant private lender based in Reston, Virginia. In all, 62 colleges and
universities have dropped out of the Education Department’s direct-loan program since 2000, and the
list is growing. Sallie Mae has won over $1 billion in loan business from former direct-loan schools,
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In a slowing U. S. economy, job opportunities are shaped by uncertainty. As president of a
small college, 1 am keenly aware of the job market that awaits this year’s graduates, The recent
news that Bear Steams was nullifying a few hundred job offers to business school students fits a
pattern of corporate downsizing that isn’t lost on college campuses across the USA. But even with
the darkening economic clouds, rays of good news await this year’s graduates. Sure, companies are
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laying off workers, but many are also looking for new talent, especially at the entry level.

As more than a million entrants flood the job market, students should know that in a global
marketplace, language skills will go a long way. So will flexibility. If a grad is ready to accept an
entry-level job, give a little on job requirements and move if the company asks, chances are he’ll
land a job. So despite the rising job losses, a new graduate should embrace the market as the first

challenge of a long career.
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Americans do not go in for envy. The gap between rich and poor is bigger than in any other

advanced country, but most people are unconcerned. Whereas Europeans fret about the way the
economic pie is divided; Americans want to join the rich, not soak them. Eight out of ten, more
than anywhere else, believe that though you may start poor, if you work hard, you can make pots of
money. It is a central part of the American Dream.

- The political consensus,. therefore, has sought to pursue economic growth rather than the
redistribution of income, in keeping with John Kennedy’s adage that “a rising tide lifts all boats. ”
The tide has been rising fast recently, Thanks to a jump in productivity growth after 1995,
America’s economy has outpaced other rich countries’ for more than a decade. Its workers now
produce over 30% more each hour they work than ten years ago. In the late 1990s everybody shared
in this boom. Though incomes were rising fastest at the top, all workers” wages far outpaced
inflation,
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