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A Non-stop Working Hand

® k& / Anonymous

It was an early—winter morning. | was at the moment
sitting calmly in the hall. Opposite me was a clock hanging high
on the wall.

In tranquility it is easy to set one's mind working; it is also
easy to catch light sounds hardly audible in usual times, among
which is the ticking of the clock’'s second hand. It ticks away
60 times a minute to fulfill its duty— the only work it does, and
persistently. It is kept busy all the time, and thus regarded as "a
non-stop working hand".

Listening to the rhythmical tapping of the clock, | suddenly
found out that the sound emitted by the second hand was not
uniform either in volume or in strength.

A close observation revealed that it "went downhill" from
0 to 30 seconds and then "climbed upwards" from 31 to 60

seconds.
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While it is descending it seemingly goes effortlessly.
Benefited by gravitation it can walk down evenly step by step.
When it comes to the point of 20 it gives the impression of
acceleration, for this leg of journey seems the most facilitating.
Actually of course the hand never accelerates as a result of
descending.

"Climbing upwards" seems to entail efforts. It shows up
the meaning of the phrase "aim high". When the hand goes
from 31 to 60 seconds it is aiming high and its sound becomes
weaker and weaker. It seems to tell us that it immerses itself in
hard work reticently striving for the highest point. Don't you see
the composure and steadiness of those heroic personalities that
have put their shoulders to the wheel?

The clink of the second hand in descending suddenly
begins to "weaken" when it starts to climb. Does it mean that

Heaven, through the clock's ticking, gives us a hint of some

hidden truth?
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rhythmic [ridmik] adj. E1&&); FFE; HFRKHN
The rhythmic pattern of a stanza, determined by the kind and
number of lines.

—THPHBEER, BFTPRTHNERIKERE.

gravitation [,graviteifan] n. T HS| A
We owe to Newton the principle of gravitation.

BiNER 40 MES| HHRE,

immerse [i'ma:s] v. 3; PBA
Please immerse the plant in water for a few minutes.

EAIREYAEKRER B8,

personality [,pa:ssnzlati] n. ™M4; KB AL; MK, ASHT
Let's not engage in personalities.
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| suddenly found out that the sound emitted by the second hand
was not uniform either in volume or in strength.
eitheror: H—#); & T2 FHB

Actually of course the hand never accelerates as a result of
descending.
asaresultof: B R, BF; kAR NER; AA
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Love Is not Like Merchandise

e %% / Anonymous

A reader in Florida, apparently bruised by some personal
experience, writes in to complain, "If | steal a nickel's worth of
merchandise, | am a thief and punished; but if | steal the love of
another' s wife, | am free."

This is a prevalent misconception in many people's minds-—
that love, like merchandise, can be “stolen’. Numerous states,
in fact, have enacted laws allowing damages for "alienation of
affections’.

But love is not a commeodity; the real thing cannot be
bought, sold, traded or stolen. It is an act of the will, a turning of
the emotions, a change in the climate of the personality.

When a husband or wife is "stolen' by another person,
that husband or wife was already ripe for the stealing, and was
already predisposed toward a new partner. The "love bandit"

was only taking what was waiting to be taken, what wanted to



