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A selection from
THE CANTERBURY TALES
by GEOFFREY CHAUCER

retold by Jane Dolman

The Prologue

In April the sweet showers, warm sun and gentle wind wake up the
plants and animals after their long winter sleep. Nature stirs' them into
life. Men too are filled with the desire to move, to travel and to visit for
eign lands and the homes of sainis.

In England, people choose to go on pilgrimages® to Canterbury
where the holy blissful’ martyr*, St. Thomas a Becket, will give them
his blessing’ and help those who are sick.

It happened that one day in Southwark , south of London, I decid-
ed to stop for the night at the Tabard Inn before setting off on a pil-
grimage to Canterbury. That same evening twenty-nine other people ar-
rived there for the same reason. They were all together and so I joined
the group and talked with each of them.

They were a mixed crowd: there was a Kuight — a most distinguished®

1, stir: excite or arouse, stimulate. ¥ &), &
2. pilgrimage: journey made as a pilgrim. #1 £ 47
3, blissful: extremely happy, joyful. 4% 4885 M 4k 5 4
4. martyr: person who is killed or made to suffer greatly because of
his (esp. religious) beliefs. ¥ - ; 145 7 i &
5. blessing: God’s favour and protection. #7 & , 7% &9 & 45
6. distinguished: dignified in appearance or manner. (%F & S %k £ )& ¢ #
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man who loved truth , honour and chivalry'. He had ridden into baitle in
Christian and heathen’ lands but, despite his valorous® deeds, he never
boasted® of his actions. He was travelling with his son, a fine young
Squire’ aged about twenty with well-cared curly hair. He, too, had served
his king with the cavalry. He was quite a lady’s man and loved to sing and
write poetry. The Yeoman was their servant. He was dressed in green and
was wellskilled at woodcraft as well as being an excellent archer.

* Among the religious persons taking part, there was a Nun (a Pri-
oress) , called Madame Eglantine who was well-educated , c_oZ6 and
delicate. She had three small dogs which she treated kindly. She was
wearing a lovely brooch engraved with the words “ Amor vincit om-
nia”. With her was another Nun who acted as her secretary, and three
Priests. Then there was a fat and jolly’ Monk who enjoyed an outdoor
life, and a merry Friar who had helped many a young girl to get mar-
ried after serving them well himself. He also listened willingly to confes-
sion, believing in penances® paid through money, rather than prayers.

There was a Merchant, a Clerk, @ Cook, a Plowman’, a Miller,
a Reeve', a Franklin'' and a worthy Woman from the City of Bath.

1. chivalry: ideal qualities expected of a knight (in Middle Ages).
(P20 ) 5 - A

. heathen: not Christian. Jt # 4%

. valorous: brave, esp. inwar. X A8 , I X M (LBARS L)

. boast: talk with too much pride and satisfaction. B4, Ak 8@

h B W N

. squire: (formerly) young man who was a knight's attendant until he
himself became a knight. (BB )R LW S REN (A E AR AK L)
6. coy: shy, timid. & 243 ,i2 08
7. jolly: happy and cheerful. B89 B ik &)

8. penance: punishment that on impose on oneself to show that one is
sorry for having done wrong. B & EH
9, plowman: person who works the earth. & X
10. reeve: medieval feudax tax officer. (¥ # Z A E R
11. franklin: medieval landowner of free, but not noble birth. 4 3 .

AR & D
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At the end of our evening meal that night at the Tabard, our Host
was so pleased with the company that he decided to join , the party and
come along on the pilgrimage, too.

“I have a proposal' to make,” he said. “To pass the time during

 the journey, each of you will tell two stories on the way to Canterbury
and two more on the way back. The person who tells the best story will
be given a free dinner, paid for by the rest, here on our return. ”

“And who will be the judge?” we asked.

The Host offered to and we all agreed that he sbould become our
Governor. Early the next morning, the party departed and when we
reached St. Thomas’s watering-place our host stopped and made us
choose straws’ to see who would be the first to tell his tale.

The Knight drew’ the shortest one and so began his story.

The Knight’s Tale

Part One

A long time 'ago there was a Duke called Theseus who was the
Lord and Governor of Athens. He was also a great soldier and had
succeeded in defeating' the Amazons and winning over their
queen, Hyppolita, whom he had married. On his way home with his
bride and her younger sister, Emily, he came across a group of women,
dressed in black, sitting by the roadside weeping® and wailing®. He

1. proposal: action of suggestion, 4L, # il

2. straw: cut and dried stalks of grain plants. (I H B TR o9) R4 £ £3%
3. draw: pull sih. out of its present position (draw; drew; drawn), 481 ;3% 1

4, defeat: win a victory (over sh.). &8 B pt

5. weep: shed tears; cry (weep; wept; wept). B : X33

6, wail: cry or complain in a loud voice. (X )% ifF %
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stopped to ask what had happened and they told him that they had
once been queen and duchesses of a country called Thebes. Their
husbands had been killed by the cruel old King Creon and their
bodies left in the desert to be scavenged' by wild dogs.

On seeing such noble ladies so mistreated, the gallant Theseus
vowed” to avenge’ them. He sent his wife and Emily on to Athens and
turned immediately towards Thebes with all his soldiers. There, in a
glorious battle the Theban king was slain* and Theseus was able to re-
turn home, together with two young princes, Arcita and Palamon,
who were to be kept for ever as prisoners.

Several years went by. The princes remained locked in the
prison tower, overcome® by grief® and anguish’. But one fine morning
in May, Emily, who had grown into a beautiful maiden, went out into
her garden, which was situated next to the tower, to pick flowers.

Hearing her singing, Palamon looked out through the prison bars
and when he saw such a lovely creature he cried out.

“What’s the trouble, dear cousin?” asked Arcita. “You look so
pale. I know it’s terrible to be locked up in here but you must learn to
be patient. We are prisoners and always shall be. There’s nothing we
can do except put up with® it. ”

“Cousin” , answered Palamon, “you do not understand.

1. scavenge: search for decay flesh as food. (X458 58 ) L& /K A

2. YOW: swear; promise. 722 & & &

3. avenge: hurt or punish those who did wrong. -~ B HE, TR

4, slay: kill in a violent way (slay; slew; slain). *,EA

5. overcome: make (sh.) weak or ill (overcome; overcame; overcome). 1%
(RABRBATE

6. grief: deep or violent sorrow. .15 , &4

7. anguish ;: suffer physical or mental pain. (A th Ay &9 )18 % 8 &

8. put up with: stand; tolerate. & %

==Apg & D &E
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Imprisonment' was not what made me cry. I have been hurt this mo-
ment through the eye. You would not believe what I have just seen!
Venus herself maybe! Wandering in the garden down below. Oh, Ve-
nus, if you have chosen to appear to these two miserable prisoners,
please, oh please, help us to escape! Make us free!”

While Palamon was speaking, Arcita looked out of the window
and saw Emily, too. “The freshness of her beauty strikes me dead,”
he sighed. “Unless I see her every day I will die!”

“What are you saying? I am the one who found her first!”

“But I loved her first!”

So the two cousins quarrelled, like two dogs fighting over a bone
that neither of them could ever have, and the eternal’ friendship they
had promised each other turned into hostility”.

Then, one day a famous Duke, Perotheus, came to stay with his
friend Duke Theseus. He was a friend of Arcita’s and he implored*
Theseus to let the poor man go free on the condition that he would
leave Athens for ever and, if he happened to return, he would imme-
diately be beheaded’.

Poor Arcital The last thing he wanted was to be gz(_iliiﬁ from
Athens, unable to see his beloved Emily. How he envied’ his cousin,
left rotting® in prison but with that marvellous vision so often before

his eyes.
Palamon, instead, was filled with envy for his cousin because he
was sure that he would find some way to declare war on Athens, and,

. imprisonment: state of heing imprisoned. % 47 ; Ii #

. eternal: lasting or existing for ever. A B &7, 745 89

. hostility: being hostile or unfriendly. ##F, R & ¥

. implore: beg; plead. &K, 2K, XA R

. behead: cut off the head of (sh.). #% 3k (/48 7] 3% )

. exile: send sb. away from his native country or home. Ak , 7% £ ¥

. envy: unsatisfied with someone else's fortune or success. &4 ;% &

0 N & b W N e

. rotting: abandoned until he falls apart and dies. /& 3289
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victorious, take Emily for his wife.
Which of the two lovers suffered more?
One can see his lady day by day,
but he must stay in prison, locked away.
The other’s free, the world lies all before,
but never shall he see his lady more.

Part Two

So Arcita returned to Thebes and for two years he was so full of grief
and sadness that his physical appearance changed completely, making
him unrecognizable'. One night Mercury came to him in a vision and
advised him to return to Athens. When he woke up, he looked in the
mirror and realized that he could easily pass unnoticed.

He dressed as a poor labourer and set off’. “I will find a hum-
ble’ job, live quietly and see my lady every day.”

Calling himself Philostrate he went directly to Court and was em-
ployed as page® in the house where Emily lived.

Several years passed and Philostrate rose to a high position and
became a good and trusted friend of Duke Theseus.

Meanwhile, Palamon was still locked up in prison. At last he
could bear no more and he succeeded in escaping. He hid overnight
in a field and, early in the morning, by chance Arcita happened to go
walking through that very field. Palamon did not recognize him but,
from his hiding-place, he heard him talking aloud to himself. It was a

1. unrecognizable : someone or sth. can not be identified. & 7T # R 89;
AR AN B

2. set off: begin (a journey, race, etc.). 7 #5 (#1417 FH B F)

3. humble: modest; low in rank, unimportant. # & 67 ; ¥ 5 59

4. page: a youth at the service of a noble person. 4

AR & D & g
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kind of confession'. Amazed, Palamon jumped out of the bushes,
shouting “Arcita! Traitor] You have cheated® Theseus. You shall not
love my lady Emily! Let it be death for you or for me. ”

“Very well, Palamon,” answered Arcita, “let us have a duel’ —
tomorrow morning — and he who wins shall have fair Emily. ”

Yet once again destiny was to intervene' between the two old
friends. In the middle of the duel, which they fought with the rage of
two wild beasts, Theseus happened to arrive on the scene, together
with Queen Hyppolyta and Emily. When Palamon explained who they
were and why they were fighting, he was very angry and condemned
them both to death. But the ladies were so moved’ and upset that
Theseus agreed to give them both their freedom, on one condition ;

“You will leave Athens but return after one year, each with one hun-
dred knights. A joust’ will be held and the winner will marry Emily. ”

Arcita and Palamon returned to Thebes.

Part Three

During their absence, the Duke made preparations for the
great tournament’. He had a magnificent stadium® built with three

1. confession: statement of one’s guili. Ak 28 iﬁ’
* 2. cheat: trick or deceive. %, Wi %k ‘

3. duel: (formerly) formal fight between two men in order to settle
a quarrel. (HH ) % F o9 5

4. intervene: interfere so as to prevent or change sth, F % , #4

5. moved: emotionally touched. & 5 #9

5 Jjoust: medieval fight on horseback with lances. (B L)% 5
HErha,

7. toumament. contest between kmghts on horseback. & 5 % b & ;
BKE AR — .
8. stadium: enclosed area of land for gam&s han, ié#) 3%
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altars' — one to Mars (the god of war) , one to Venus ( the goddess of
love) and one to Diana (the goddess of chastity).

And when all the knights arrived Theseus entertained” them mar-
vellously, with food and wine and singing and dancing.

Before the battle Palamon went to the altar of Venus and prayed
that he would be granted the possession of Emily.

“If T cannot have my precious Emily I would rather die by
Arcita’s spear’. ” ; .

Emily also went to pray, at the altar of Diana. She begged to re-
main chaste* for she wanted no man but only to run wild and free in
the forest like an innocent child.

“So please take these desires away from the two men. If not,

give me to the one who loves me most. ”
“You are destined to marry one of them,’
“but I cannot tell you which. ”
Arcita, instead, prayed to Mars, asking for victory in the battle.
‘ Mars appeared to him and told him that he would, indeed, be victorious.
\" Now there was a great deal of confusion in heaven until Saturn,
the god of destiny, promised that Palamon would win his love and Ar-
cita would win the battle. Now let us see how.

'’

was Diana’s answer,

Part Four

It was a beautiful day in May, the day of the great joust. Crowds
flocked® to the stadium to watch. Duke Theseus announced the start of

1. altar: table or raised platform on which offerings are made to God. # % ,
23z

. entertain: provide food and drink for sh. 4845, # .

. spear: weapon with a metal point on a long handle. 7 , k4

chaste: innocent; pure. 4t R &9, 7 i {& 84

flock: come or move in great numbers. MR &5 A 5 i A
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