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¥ tones, hard and durable, are the basic simple materials of the earth
upon which human beings survive. They are attractive just for being
simple and basic. People can not but love and appreciate them. This is
only reasonable. Stones, as hard and durable, can meet the demand
of human beings and they are also worthy for research. Some of them
are called ornamental stones, collected and appreciated by
connoisseurs.

The appreciation of ornamental stones as a fradition in China
began as early as in the Stone Ages, onward to periods before the Chin
Dynasty, grew in the Chin and the Han Dynasties, flourished in the Tang
and the Song Dynasties and was in its prime in the Ming and the Qing
Dynasties. The appreciation of ornamental stones was by then the first
thing of culture. Up to now the appreciation of ornamental stones has a
long and winding history of nearly ten thousand years. Withthe advance
of social progress and human civilization the activities of appreciation
have been expanding with more and more connoisseurs and a well
approved standard of concept which combines science and
philosophy and both the Oriental and the Occidental traditions. A new
period of appreciation hascomeinto being.

There are stones everywhere in my native place, namely Guizhou
province. Here the crust is old and the strata are fully developed with lots
of geological changes and huge sedimentsin which we canfind plenty
of fossils and ores. These ores are of good quality and easy to excavate
with rich associated minerals. In the province, the Jurassic folded strata
are typical. There are wide spreads of carbonate rock layers, karst
caves, magnificent landscape, high mountains and deep valleys,
torrential rivers, with aquate rainfall, mild climate and a variety of
naturalornamental stones classified as the bestin China.

| am already forty years of age. However, | only began to
understand the world around me when | took a fancy to ornamental
stones. The stones in Guizhou are characteristic of the spiritual essence
bestowed upon by ourancestors. They are personified as to have bones
and flesh, characters and souls. They are the precious things and my
favorites. However, not every piece of stone can be a natural
ornamental stone. Actually most of the stones are materials for
industrial and agricultural production or for the masons to cut into art
works. In Guizhou, farmers are earnest in discovering and keeping of
such precious things, and scientists here have been doing the difficult
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job of examination. As a result the ornamental stones in Guizhou have
begun to have aninfluence both athome and abroad by being given
lots of awards. Guizhou is now appreciated by connoissours as a
warehouse of fossil groups, a wonderland of sediments, a kingdom of
fossils, etc. These awards and influence are encouraging as they can
display the top quality of the ornamental stones in Guizhou province as
wellasthe character of the people in Guizhou province.

| know, to appreciate the quality of the collected ornamental
stones, you must be a man orawoman of considerable culture. So, | fry
my bestto keep, to love andto appreciate the ornamental stonesinthe
frue sense. | put thousands of my ornamental stones in the museum
where | have found my spiritual Garden of Eden. Roaming in this
museum as in harmony with Nature, | am always in good humour. Here,
all the ornamental stones are eternal, unlike flowers or grasses which
can flourish and eventually wither and die out. In the stones you can find
a vivid new world and the vicissitudes of Nature. The museum is a world
in four seasons at the same time. The ornamental stones here are so
simple and real, so beautiful and elegant. When you enjoy them you
feel as if you were in a dream. | have been so enlightened by the
character of them. | now understand that they are simple, unshowy,
unworldly, self-sufficient and self-possessed and regardless of criticism.
Here there is something you can follow. This gives me the idea of
compiling this album Guizhou Ornamental Stones.

The compiling of this album follows the generally approved way
under the categorical classification of fossils of the primeval animals
and plants, crystal minerals, naturally shaped stones and stones with
natural patterns. Most of the ornamental stones here were found in the
province. Comments on them can be varied according to their
collectors and visitors. So to each ornamental stone, there is only a brief
infroduction. A Chinese proverb says that stones are lovely only
because they can not speak. Itis up to the collectors and visitors to give
them the humanistic evaluations.

The aim of compiling this album is to display the best of the
ornamental stones in Guizhou province. With the love and concern of
people in various circles and the help of many experts, | have finished
the compiling of this album. | have the honour and pleasure to thank all
ofthem.

In Guiyang Rare Stone Museum,
August, 2001
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Fossils, as marks of the different strata and universally
acknowledged geologicalrrelics, are the fossilized remains or traces of
the primeval animals and plants. They are witnesses of the birth,
development and death of the primeval animals and plants--records
ofthe pastlives.

The evaluation and exploitation of the fossils is based on their
esthetic characteristics. The worthy ones are complete in form, fully
fossilized, clearly and adequately shaped with the best colour contrast.
By them, you can have a better understanding of geological and
paleontological knowledge and the unique and eternal beauty of the
fossils. The fossils can remind you of the remoteness of the prehistoric
period and the vicissitudes of Nature. You seem to go back millions of
years to the very beginning of Nature and life. The association of life and
its history calls for better concern and that can only be finished by
imagination.
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C%/Wo hundred million years ago, Guizhou lay on the

north bank of the ancient Tethys. Judging from the
collected fossils, you know that Guizhou was once a
good span of waterand a spread of land. With the elapse
of time and geological and geographical changes
Guizhou becomes a part of the present Yunnan-Guizhou
Plateau. In 1958, Keichousaurus hui was discovered and
made known to the world. Later, discovering of
Shingyisaurus unexpectus, Sanchiaosauras dengi, etc.,
especially the fossils of the animal groups in the Triassic
period in southwest Guizhou, was even more a piece of
sensationalnews.

Keichousaurus might have something in
relationship by blood with other dinosaurs. This testifies to
the theory that Guizhou was once a birth place of
dinosaurs.

The Chinese people worship their dragons
(dinosaurs) and have a civilization with relation to
dragons. Enlightened by science and technology we
know that dragons are a combination of many animals
and natural phenomena. History has shown the
expectation of the Chinese nation as a whole. People in
Guizhou, as a part of the nation, are always diligent,
kindhearted and brave to break new ground. This is
brought by the influence of the civilization with relation to
dragons. As a result, people in Guizhou are keenly
attracted by the fossils of dinosaurs. Dragons (Dinosaurs)
in Guizhou will make it clear to the whole world a part of
the evolution of Nature.

Keichousaurs are primeval reptiles. They belong to
Keichousauridae fam., Pachypleurosaurus Huene
suborder, Sauropterygia order. They were discovered
and excavated in the gray to dark gray shin layer of
mudstone, calcareous silt and other silts. A few of them
were discovered and excavated in the shaly silt. They are
complete in form with natural postures. Some of them
were discovered and excavated with other animals and
plants. They are so rare and precious as they are the
smallest dinosaurs and can only be discovered in
particular places and particular layers of silt. Guizhou is
the only place with such conditions.
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