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In 1972, the 17th General Session of UNESCO formulated the Treaty To Protect World
Cultural & Natural Heritages, so as to surmount difference ranging from Economic &
Political System to Ethnic & Religious beliefs, and finally realize the Peace of World . I
do believe that everyone in the World would spare no effort on conduction of the World
Cultural & Natural Heritages Protection, and pass on the spirit from generation to
generation.

All these works, by Mr. Jiansheng Zhou through 77 countries and regions in 8 years,
comprehensively communicates the emotional information with all the people no mat-
ter how difficultly to surpass the obstacle to the multi-national boundaries and languages.
And now, I sincerely hope that more and more people will understand the importance
of World Heritages Protection through their experience of these World Treasures .

Consultant of World Heritages Administration Bureau of UNESCO Yukuo Hirayama
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Believe it or not,Mr. Jiansheng Zhou has visited 77 countries and regions in 8 years,
equaling to about 30 circles around the Earth,and taken great photos of the World Heri-
tages in order to introduce the World to China,which is granted as Creative Conduction
symbolizing his distinctive purpose and determinative spirit quality.

In these works of the World Heritages around the World,ranging in 5 continents even far
to the North Pole Circle in North,the Cape of Good Hope in South,all of you will be
deeply impacted on his love for the World Heritages.

Well now,Mr. Jiansheng Zhou has been characterized by his creative focus of World
Heritages,through which we would pamper ourselves with unparalleled experience in
these treasures.

Finally,sincere wishes to Mr. Jiansheng Zhou,and to the success of the World Heritages
Photographic Exhibition.

The Former Chairman of The Photographer Association of China  Xiaobing Xu
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Postscript

While closing eyes, I'll always remember the life in my childhood. Waking up in morning,
I'looked through the bedside railing and enjoyed the sunshine through the window with
class inlaid in square frame. My grandmother, smoking a cigarette, sat cross-legged on
bed where a cup of tea was available on the table in front of her , with steam rising up
slowly in the sunshine. It's under the sub-mentioned blessing environment that I grew
up and learned to know the love for the World.

Believe it or not, I was diagnosed to have congenital heart disease and only live 30-year-
old at most. Fortu- nately I survived
after a successful operation and then
treasured my life | more than others.
So I do believe that I'd do for them
who loved and helped me, or I do
waste my life.
Someday in 1988, I studied abroad in
Japan, I came across the Sony

Building with a piece of great size

picture named Aerial City of Peru,
Machu Picchu hung on . I was absolutely shocked by its mysterious heritage forgetting
anything in silence. I said to myself, ‘I promise to be here.” Afterwards, I got to know
that was the one of advertisement works for the World Heritages. Since then, a great
idea on taking photos of the World Heritages struck me. I do believe that I would be in
pursuit of the ideal realization with courage and love through my lens although I am not
rich in money and time.

There is a famous saying by General Chengwu Yang like that which the courage is

crucial in war. I've been taking it as my motto because of my family background and

experience in the army. One day I adventured my photo career on the way to the Skate




Convent in Mandola of the Middle Greece . I walked down the hill at nightfall and came
across a big dog. Subconsciously I drove away with my tripod, but to my surprise,
followed with other five ferocious dogs barking at me. I felt empty in the brain, only
struggled in dogs with the tripod. Just before the time I worn out, a light I saw scared
dogs away from a truck. I run into the truck and met two priests, they drove me to the
hotel and let me know that I'd gotten a good luck to barely escape from these abandoned
dogs with my life . Until now, once I remember my adventure in Greece, I feel fright-
ened and excited. Well , that is a man , fond of adventures.

To be frank, the visas for Chinese passport are not easily acquired. I had ever been
rejected for two time by the Embassy of US. I wrote in my third time to the Embassy
with thanks and some pity, said that I got a permanent occupation in Japan, no immigra-
tion intention to US, only for the photo-making of World Heritages, and hoped the pass
of my visa. After about one week, I succeeded in visa. Though the Chinese were not
well-accepted in many countries of the
World during my visit, I persisted in trav-
eling around the World as a Chinese.

At the night in Jan. 1, 2001, I stepped into
a Chinese restaurant on the way from
Benin to Ganna through Donegal, where
I'd like to pamper myself with a sumptu-
ous New- Year dinner. The boss here, a stu-
dent from Beijing once abroad in France

and now settled down in Donegal at 8

years ago, sighed to his friends from Tai-
wan when [ told him my experience, ‘ it's my first time to talk with Chinese like him

among the countless visitors, traveling around the World only by himself at his own



expense . Though 1 feel shame of being just a money-maker, I'm really proud of him,
my Chinese fellow.” It's just by the power of being proud that I began to travel around
the World from the year of 1994, visited lots of countries and regions, in which Chinese
were not all welcome and friendly accepted. It took me more than 8 years and 6 pieces
of passport to travel 77 countries and regions, rang-
ing in 5 continents even far to the North Pole Circle
f in North, the Cape of Good Hope in South, and
) Christianity Easter Island in East. I have always
been in focus on the World Heritages.

As known to all, the World Heritages, located in
177 countries, totally 754 in number which of my
works is only more than 400 , record the brilliant
history of mankind and show the footprints of our
ancestors who have explored and created the hu-
man civilization. The World Heritages belong to whole humanity, which prompt and
instruct all the people to understand and respect from each other in area of cultures,
histories, values and nationalities. In other word, to be respected in respect, to be proud
not be pride.

On my visit, I got a fever suffered from a kind of local contagious disease. I laid by
myself on bed of the inn, with eyes closed, and recalled again the steam rising up in the
sunshine. I thought even though I'd passed away, the World Heritage Photographic Ex-
hibition would have put on in China. Everyone would understand me, my daughter
would be proud of me.

Great de dication to my grandmother.mother.wife and daughter.

Jiansheng Zhou May, 2004
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Great gratitude to

the Fuji Film Company & Canon Company in matter of publication.
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Memphis and its Necropolis-the Pyramid Fields from Giza to Dahshur
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Rock-hewn Churches Lalibela
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Forts and Castles Volia Greater Accra Central and Western Regions
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Archaeological Site of Carthage
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Chateau and Estate of Chambord
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Museum island
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Giant's Causeway and Causeway coast
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