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Introduction

lin this collection of animal tales there are two main types of
stories.

In ‘The Elephant’s Child’ and ‘The Shameful Behaviour of a Fox
Terrier’ 2 the animals are without question the main characters,
they are the so-called protagonists. ® The reader’s attention is
completely focused on them, their characteristics and their almost
human behaviour. The animals speak amongst themselves, and
all this seems quite normal to the reader.

The other type of stories includes ‘Pigs is Pigs’, "Mrs Packletide’s
Tiger’ and ‘The Stolen White Elephant’. In these stories the
animals are not the main characters. They behave like ‘real’
animals. The reader knows little about them and sometimes the
animals are imaginary; we never really ‘see’ them. The authors’
intent 4 is not to write about the animals, but to ridicule * certain

types of behaviour in our society.

w

Before you read these stories make a list of all the animals you
know.
Then write down some words to describe them, for example:

Animal: cat/kitten: tail, whiskers, paws, soft etc.
While you read the following stories, add any new words you learn

to your list. It will be interesting to see how many new words
connected to animals you include.

1. Shameful : ATHEH © 3. protagonists: M ERM °
2. Fox Terrier : JEIGER ([H KA 4. intent: &M °
HI N ) - 5. ridicule : B °




Notes on

the Authors

‘The Elephant’s Child’ by Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) comes
from his collection of Just So Stories (1902) which also contains
stories about other types of animals. Kipling began to write these
stories when he visited South Africa. That is probably why this
story is not set in India where he was born.

w

‘Pigs is Pigs’ is by Ellis Parker Butler (1869-1937). He was born in
Muscatine, lowa, USA. He published 2,200 stories, books, essays
and poems and is best known for the story in this collection of

Animal Tales.

-

‘Mrs Packletide’s Tiger’, set in India and England, is by Saki,
Hector Hugh Munro (1870-1916). Saki was born in Burma, a now
independent republic called Myanmar in south-east Asia, but
returned to London because he could no longer serve in the
Burma police.

In London he began to write political satires' for The Westminster
Gazette. He died while fighting during WWIL

1. satires : WHIFE & o
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Mark Twain, Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910), wrote ‘The
Stolen White Elephant’, a hilarious ' satire about the New York
police. Although Mark Twain was a prolific> writer he is probably
best remembered as the American author of The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer (1876).

w

‘The Shameful Behaviour of a Fox Terrier’ comes from Three Men
in a Boat (1889) by Jerome K(lapka) Jerome (1859-1927). Jerome
was born near Staffordshire and moved to East London where he
became an actor and a reporter before becoming a writer.
Although the story is actually about a boating holiday on the
River Thames, the extract included here is indeed about a fox

terrier.

A4

Other Black Cat English Readers by some of these same authors
include:

The Jumping Frog by Mark Twain — Level 3

The £1,000,000 Bank Note by Mark Twain — Level 4

1. hilarious : T35 BHj ° 2. prolific: 7 °

11
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Before you read

Look at the animals shown in the pictures on pages 17 and 21 and
list them in the table below. Use a dictionary or an encyclopedia to
list the main characteristics of each species.

[ : [ EE
; Animal ‘ Characteristics
air-breathing vertebrates
Reptiles they are cold-blooded
Birds
Mammals

Use a dictionary or an encyclopedia to list the main characteristics
of herbivores and carnivores, then say if the animals you listed
above are herbivores ' or carnivores. *

a Look at the words (1.-3.) below and match them to the appropriate
country (a.-c.).

1. [ | jungle/forest a. Australia

2. [ ] wood b. Africa

3. [ | bush c. England

1. herbivores: BHF3)#) ° 2. carnivores: BH3# °
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