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EVERYDAY ENGLISH READINGS
AND CONVERSATIONS

BOOK TWO

A CHANNEL! CROSSING
From The Jouwrnal® Of A Traveller

15th March.—Here we are approaching the harbour at
last. - It’s been a *bad crossing® and there were a good many
white faces among the passengers. Luckily I'm a good sailor
and am very rarely sea-sick, and I enjoy being on deck when
the ship is tossed about by the waves. The sea was certainly
very rough,* the spray was blown to the top deck, and great
waves burst over the *bow of the ship® and flooded the deck.

Of course there was no real danger of shipwreck®; the
ship is strongly built, and the captain’ and his crew are all
experienced men, and I know that *in cases of emergency®
there are *lifeboats and lifebelts; nevertheless I *couldn’t
help feeling a little excited at times.!'® Most of the passengers
wisely went below to their berths'! or cabins'? and closed
the portholes'® and tried to sleep, or rang for the steward!* to
bring *brandy and sodas.!®

We passed some interesting ships on the way. One was
an old-time sailing ship with its *canvas spread,'® though
some of its crew were in the rigging!” shortening sail as the
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4 EVERYDAY ENGLISH READINGS

gale! blew up. It was a beautiful sight with its tall masts,
the graceful lines of its hull, and its sharp prow cutting
through the waves.

Then we passed a *huge liner bound for New York.?
Smoke was coming from its four *gigantic funnels,® and you
could hear the deep throb* of its powerful engines® and see
the foamy wake® behind it. It seemed *quite unaffected by
the storm,” and was steaming ahead at a steady *twenty-
five knots.®

Then, just as we got outside the harbour, we met the
*fishing fleet® returning. There were a few *steam trawlers,!0
but the majority of the boats were *fishing smacks.!! Their
nets were hanging over the side of the ships, and the boats
looked as if they had had a hard struggle with the storm, but
their sturdy weather-beaten crews, with their oil-skins'? and
“sou’westers,”’!* were hauling away cheerfully at the ropes.
Judging from the gleam of *silver scales'* in the holds!® of
the boats I should think they *had had a good catch.!$

Yes, here we are in the harbour. ‘“‘Have your *landing
cards'’ and passports!® ready,” a sailor is shouting. Now we
are alongside, the sailors throw out the ropes; others on the
shore fasten them to the side of the quay.!* Now the
gangway?® is being lowered and the first passengers are across.

““This way to the Customs.”’*!

‘““Have you anything to declare,?? any cigarettes, cigars,
wines, spirits,?* *eau de Cologne,?* etc?”
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AND CONVERSATIONS—II 5

“I’ve only these few cigarettes, and a flask of brandy for
personal use.”

“All right. Close the bag.”

A chalk mark is scribbled on the bag. ‘‘Passportsready,
please!” “This way to the train.” '

THE HOTEL
A LETTER
Newton Hotel,
Manchester,!

16th March 19....
Dear Paul,

I was very pleased to receive your last letter and to hear
that Frederick is coming to England. As I have been here
now for some months I can probably give him *a few tips®
about hotels here. In the first place, I advise him to *book
his room beforehand® and not wait as I did until I arrived,
only to find when I tried some of the more modest-looking*
hotels that every room was engaged, the hotel *was full up.?
I had a long and weary journey before I *managed to get a
small and rather uncomfortable room® on the fourth floorina
*temperance hotel.”

But I have learnt a lot since then. In my business I
have to travel a good deal about England, and I have found
the *A. A. Guide?® very useful. I usually select one of the
two-star (**) or three-star (***) hotels, and I find them
always very clean and comfortable, with excellent food (if you

1 EE AR, USSR, 2 FPAMMEE. 3 BEEEMN. 48
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like English cooking) and *efficient service.! The prices
in these hotels are moderate, a single room being *from 5s. to
8s.,% a double room 10s. to 15s. I generally *just order bed
and bredkfast’ (about 8s. to 12s.), but of course you can
have *inclusive tariffs* {from 10s. to 15s. a day.

When you enter the hotel ask for the *reception clerk,®
and he or she will tell you which is your room, what floor
it is on, and will give you the key. You can then sign the
*registration book,® stating your name, address, and nation~
ality,” and give your luggage to the porter® or “boots,”® who
will take it up in the lift'® to your room.

After washing and changing in my room, I like to explore!!
the hotel, discover where the bathrooms, the lounge,'? the
breakfast room, and the dining-room are. If I am staying
some time at the hotel'l have a word with the *head waiter,!®
and I then find T get *very good attention.'* When I retire
for the night I put r?ly shoes outside the bedroom door so
that the boot-boy can clean them.

On leaving, I tip the head waiter, my own waiter, the
chambermaid,’® boot-boy, and the porter who carries out my
luggage. This is rather a troublesome business, and I much
prefer those hotels where *I0 per cent for gratuities'® is
added to the bill.Y”

I hope Frederick will find these few hints of use to him;
I'll write again later. Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

MARTIN.
LOREEY. 2 RERSEAES. 3 UBKHREE. 4 Tk
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ENMGLISH SCHOOLS
I

There are *two main types! of schools in England that
have *grown up side by side,’ viz.,* *State Schools* and
*Private Schools.? The State Schools are *under the authority
of the Board of Education and the Local Aut‘hority,6 are
inspected’ by the Board’s inspectors,® and are supported by
the State or Local Authority. The Private Schools usually
receive no aid from the State, are generally not under the
control of the State in any way, and are supported® by the
fees paid by the parents of the scholars and by endowments.??

Education is compulsory!'! for all children between the
ages of five and fourteen, and at the age of five the children
go ‘to the *Infant School'® (or Kindergarten!® School). At
the age of seven they advance to the *Elementary School,'*
beginning in Class I. Another break'® comes at eleven, when
after an examination the best children go to *Secondary or
Grammar Schools,'® those who have done particularly well
gaining a scholarship!” which pays their fees for the next five
or six years. *Those who do not gain admission to a
Secondary School'® usually stay on in the Elementary School
till they are fourteen, or they may take a later examination,
or go to a *Central School’® or to a *Trade School* for
*Vocational training.?!

In the Secondary School higher education begins. It
includes English, History, Geography, Mathematics, one or
two Sciences—e.g.,** Chemistry, Physics, or Biology—one or

LORREL 2. MfTEERE. 3. DR 4 ESrBEE. 5. BASrEME. 6 &2
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two languages—e.g., Irench, Latin, Greek, German, Spanish,
or Italian—Art,! Music, Engineering,®? or other *manual
work.? As the students approach® the Sixth (i.e., top) Form®
the courses of study become more specialized,® and a *Science
Course,” *Arts Course,? *Classical Course,® or *Modern Course!?
is followed.

The students work for their *Matriculation Examination,!!
which is the entrance examination to the Universities. They
usually take this about the age of sixteen or seventeen, and
having passed it they often stay on at school for a further
two years to do *advanced work'? for their first University
examination. In a great many cases the school fees are paid
by the State, and *where the boy’s family is not well off a
maintenance allowance is given for his keep.'?

Boys with ability may gain further scholarships, varying
from £50 to {150 per year for their University career. It is,
therefore, possible for a child to receive the highest education
in the country not only entirely *without cost to himself or his
parents'* but with the addition of *considerable financial help'®
towards his maintenance. There are eighteen Universities in
Great Britain and Ireland where students work for the degrees
of B.A.'¢ (Bachelor of Arts), B.Sc.!” (Bachelor of Science), etc.
There are *Medical Schools'® at most of the Universities,
and medical students undergo part of their training at
the Hospitals, while students who are training to become
barristers!® study at one of the *four Inns of Court,* viz.,
Gray’s Inn, Lincoln's Inn, Middle Temple, and Inner Temple.

g, 2 TR 3 RT. 4o B 5 |- 60 HPHE. 7. #EFL
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II

But *in addition to! the children in the State Schools
*there are a considerable number who attend Private
Schools,? where generally a very expensive? but *in some
cases* *inferior education® is given by teachers sometimes
*not, perhaps, so well qualified, academically, as those in the
State Schools.® In these schools the boy or girl attends a
*“College,” ‘*Academy,”” or *‘Preparatory School”® up to
the age of twelve or thirteen. The cost of this education
varies greatly according to the standing of the school,? but in
a good “‘Prep.” School—a *boarding school'®—the fees will
be about £100 to £150 a year.

From the Preparatory School the boy will go to a *Public
School.!*  There is a large number of these, but the best
known are Eton, Harrow, Rugby, Winchester, Westminster,
Charterhouse, Shrewsbury, St. Paul’s, and Merchant Taylors’.
At these schools the cost will vary, but at one of the good
boarding schodls the fees and board for three or four years
will be £130 to £200 a year. Here a boy will learn a good
deal of Latin and Greek, football and cricket'? or rowing, as
well as History, Modern Languages, Mathematics, English,
and Science.

Why, then, do some English people send their sons to
Preparatory and Public Schools rather than to State Schools?
*Class distinction®?® certainly has something to do with it, but
the reason is not merely *social snobbery!* as is sometimes

R 28k 20 RS REGERSrEY. 3 VRN 4 AR 5 EEM
#HE- 6 BAHRAFNETERNEKBWEE. 7. MBI college K academy
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suggested. Nor is it only because in the past, even more
than in the present, it was almost impossible to *hold high
position? in the *Civil Service? or the *Diplomatic Service?
unless one had been to a great Public School.

The tradition* of the Public Schools has always been
that *education means more than learning.> *Squire Brown
expresses the feeling admirably.®

“Shall I tell Tom (his son) to mind his work and say he’s
sent to school to make himself a good scholar? Well, but he
isn’t sent to school for that—at any rate not for that mainly.
*I don’t care a straw for Greek particles,” no more does his
mother....If he'll *turn out® a brave, helpful, truth-telling
Englishman, and a gentleman and a Christian, that’s all
I want.”

So parents send their boys to Public Schools often
because they themselves went there and they feel that the
ideal of *building a manly straightforward character,® of *ip-
culcating habits of obedience and command,'® of developing
a fearless courage and a *scorn of meanness and lying,'! is an
*ideal worth striving for.'* *The atmosphere of beauty, of
scholarship, of calm seclusion,'® and the inspiration!* of the
great men of the past who have studied there are *things
that they treasure,'® and it is this heritage!® that they desire
to *pass on to!” their sons.

IOEREA. 2 EWIE 3 JPREES 4 B 5 REWERSE
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THE GOVERNMENT OF ENGLAND

The government of England is by a *hereditary sovereign,!
*an elected House of Commons,? and a partly hereditary
*House of Lords.? The sovereign has the title of King (or
Queen) of England and Emperor (or Empress) of India. He
*resides generally at Buckingham Palace or at Windsor Castle,*
*occasionally at Sandringham in Norfolk, or at Balmoral in
Scotland.” Since 1301 the *heir apparent® has had the title
of *Prince of Wales.”

The House of Lords has 750 members, composed of *the
Lords “Temporal”® (i.e., Barons,® Earls,!® Marquises,’* and
Dukes'?), and *the Lords *Spiritual”’** (i.e., *the Archbishop
of Canterbury,!* *the Archbishop of York,! and twenty-four
Bishops). The leader is the *Lord Chancellor,'® who has a
picturesque'” if somewhat uncomfortable'® seat on the Wool-
sack,'® a large bag of wool covered with red cloth. The
woolsack is a reminder?® of the times when England’s *com-
mercial prosperity®! was *founded on her wool exports.*

The House of Commons comprises 615 members, who are
*elected by ballot?® in the various constituencies? of England,
Scotland, Wales, and Ulster (N. Ireland). *The election is
held every five years,?® *unless Parliament voluntarily dis-
solves itself before its term finishes,?® and at this election

1o fEERAGE . 20 —EREMARNTEE. 3 R+ SEFdEfse
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every person above the age of twenty-one has *a vote.! The
party which has the largest number of members returned to
Parliament *takes office? and is called the Government; the
party (or parties) in the minority? is called the Opposition.*
The Government sits on the right of the Speaker’s® chair, the
Opposition on the left.

There are at present three main parties, *the Conserva-
tive, the Labour Party, and the Liberals,® and it is from the
party in power that the Ministry’ is chosen. The *Prime
Minister® (or Premier) is the principal statesman in Parliament,
and he chooses from the Lords or the Commons the men,
numbering about sixty, to fill the principal offices. He obtains
the King’s permission® for their appointment, and they form
the Ministry. From these are chosen the fifteen to twenty
to form the Cabinet.!'® These are the holders of the most
important offices, e-g., *the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the
Home Secretary, the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, the First
Lord of the Admiralty, the President of the Board of Trade,
the Postmaster General.!

*A bill may be introduced by any member,'* but in
practice bills are generally introduced by a Minister.'* The
first stage is the *first reading'* of the bill. There is no
*debate or discussion'® at this stage, but copies of the bill are
printed and distributed among members so that they may
study *its proposals.'® Then comes the second reading. On
this occasion the member explains the bill, it is discussed,

. —E. 2 BB 3 B 4 R 5 TERRE. 6 B9,
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criticised, and finally the Speaker (the “President” of the
House of Commons) asks if it has the approval' of the House.

The members shout ““Aye” (yes) or “No,” and the
Speaker gives his decision as to whether the “‘ayes” or the
“noes” are in the majority. If his decision is challenged?
by a member, a division® is taken and the House ¢divides.”
The members go into the lobbics,* the ““ayes” going into the
right lobby at the back of the Speaker’s chair, the ‘“noes”
into the left lobby. Here the four ““tellers’’® count them as
they pass in, and report to the Speaker.

If the Dill passes the second reading it goes to a com-
mittee,® which may be cometimes the whole House. When
the House goes into Committee the Speaker leaves the chair
and his place is taken by the Chairman of Committees, who
sits at the Clerk’s table. The bill is now discussed in detail
and many alterations’” may be made. When its form has
been agreed upon, the Speaker is recalled and receive the
report of the Committee. He then asks the House to vote
again, and if the bill is now passed it goes to its third reading,
and then to the House of Lords.

Here it passes through similar stages to those in the
House of Comunons. The Lords may reject® the bill or may
amend it, but they have no power to amend® or reject a
*finance bill.’® 1If they *withhold their assent'! to a money
bill for more than a month after it has reached them, the bill
may be presented for the King’s assent, and on that being
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