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Sight-seeing on the Great Wall The world B
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Autumnal Colours of the Great Wall With the dry, crisp air of
autumn, the woods on either side of the Great Wall are of various
colours— yellow, green, red and purple, displaying a bright and
colourful view.

WY\ GAMOZ TAERAERE, 1L A, B
ETLASRPCRL A BT, PR, Jesnid, <
OB . WEANIE FESS I M.

Climbing The precipitous Mt. Badaling in the northern suburbs
of Beijing has always been an important strategic pass ever since
ancient times, with two steep peaks soaring up respectively in the
north and south and the Great Wall surmounting across both. Here,
the tourists are striving to make stiff climb.
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The Red Autumnal Leaves
around the Great Wall
During the season of late autumn,
the leaves of maple and smoke
trees near the Great Wall all turn
red as bright and splendid as
flames and brocades, thus fully
giving an impressive touch of
autumnal atmosphere.
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Snow Landscape of the Great
Wall During deep winter in
the north, while heavy snow
falling everywhere, the Great
Wall stands towering with
imposing posture and forbidding
appearance in a world of silvery
white.

The Great Wall

the Qin monarch succeeded in unifying disintegrated

The Great Wall is the greatest construction
among all the great projects accomplished in the
ancient times of China. Covering a long stretch of
more than 10000/;, the Great Wall surmounts high
mountains, crosses torrential rivers, and traverses
vast deserts and prairies with imposing grandeur and
majestic view. Astronauts on the moon found that the
magnificent posture of the Great Wall is the only
object on the earth which can be sighted merely by
naked eyes. So it has always been the life long
expectation of most foreign tourists to go sight-seeing
on it.

As far as 2700 and some years ago, the feudal lords
of Zhou dynasty built separately high walls on their
respective manors for defensive purpose. In 221 B.C.,

China into one kingdom under its sovereignty, and
then all the separated sectional walls were
reconstructed and integrated into an extensive one of
more than 100007;. Hereafter, the emperors of Han
dynasty extended its length westward by building
another 20007; of new walls.

It was not until the Ming dynasty that the Great
Wall was given much more consideration about its
consolidation. From the ShanHai Guan Pass to Jia Yu
Guan Pass on either end, throughout the whole
distance of more than 12000;;, the Chinese working
people reinforced the Great Wall with thick stone
slabs and wall bricks of enlarged size. Such large scale
construction had been carried on for more than 200
years and the Great Wall was then unprecedently




fortified to the utmost extent. -

In the northwestern suburbs of Beijing, the
Badaling (Mt. Bada) section may well represents the
splendours of the Great Wall by its average height of
7.8 meters and with width in 6.5 meters of its bottom
part. It is 5.7 meters in width on the top, broad enough
for five horses galloping abreast or for ten soldiers
marching shoulder to shoulder. On either side of the
top part, a row of low walls, 1.7 meters high, were
erected; with battlements facing outwards and
buttresses on its upper part and loopholes down below
for archers to take aims. Furthermore, it had been
strategically arranged that, at every interval of 300 —
500 meters, an observation tower or fortress was built
on the top part of the high wall, used for patrolling,
fighting and watching. Generally, such defensive

facilities were erected at strategic positions or
winding passes. Besides, numerous beacon towers
were built on much higher spots for raising border
alarms once any invaders discovered. And, by sending
up smoke at day or by setting beacon fire at night,
warning signals could thus be displayed and
transmitted in relay by the array of beacon towers
lined up along the whole stretch of the Great Wall. It
would be just as well to point out that, in ancient
times, such arrangement had been the fastest means
for effectively transmitting border alarms as well as
military intelligence.

Nowadays, Mt. Badaling in the northwestern
suburbs of Beijing and Shan Hai Guan Pass in Hobei
province are being regarded as ideal spots for tourists
to visit and appreciate with admiration.
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An  indestructible defence
line The Great Wall is a
magnificent work of construction
as well as of extremely arduous
achievement of labouring.
Throughout its whole length, its
bottom part was built on both
sides with granite slabs and
rammed in between with stones
and gravels. Its upper part was
built with wall bricks of enlarged
size and the top was paved with
square bricks. All these made the
Great Wall solid and durable.
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Buttress and Beacon Tower
Originally an ancient military
project, the Great Wall was built
together ~with buttresses,
fortresses and beacon towers on
its top part. The later ones were
used for sending up smoke as
alarm signals.



EE PR TE/\ GRS AR RS, A EE STIR A AL T i, iy
i =6 5 F 2P A5 ES Bt O ME 20 FRL 73 2R T (R0 €852
Relief Sculpture of Yun Tai (The Terrace of Cloud) Near the Ju
Yong Guan Pass in the south of Mt. Badaling, there still remains the
terrace of a pagoda group spanning a lane— Yun Tai (The Terrace
of Cloud). The inner surface of the arches beneath the terrace was
covered all over with rare sculptures and Buddhist sutra of academic
value.
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The Statue of Zhan Tien-you Zhan Tien-you was a railway
engineer in the early years of our country. By adopting the “A” type
rails' near Qing Long Qiao (The Black Dragon Bridge). he
accomplished the over all construction of a railway line connecting
Beijing and Zhang Jia Kou. Now his statue and cemetary were
located beside the Qing Long Qiao station.
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The Marble Archway Built solely with white marble in 1540, the
archway, 29 meters wide and 14 meters high, was covered all over by
skillfully carved sculptures.
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The Long Path to Mausoleum In the
mausoleum region, from the main gate

Da Hong Men (The Great Red Gate) to

the gate in front of Chang Lin mausoleum,

is a long stretch of paved path, 7 km. long,
called mausoleum path or celestial path with

various buildings along each side.
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The Ling En Men Gate of Chang Lir
Mausoleum Chang Ling is the
mausoleum of Emperor Zhu Di (The Third
Emperor of Ming dynasty). Of the thirteen
Ming Tombs, it is the earliest in construction,
largest in scale and best in preservation. T'he
so-called gate is actually a large hall five
purlins in width with three hallways serv ing as

passages.




The Ming Tombs

The Ming Tombs are the imperial mausoleums of
thirteen emperors of Ming dynasty. Situated at the
south foot of Jundu hills, 50 km. northwestern from
Beijing, the premise is encirled on three sides by hills
with flourishing woods and beautiful landscapes.

In the year of 1409, Chu Di, the second emperor of
Ming dynasty, ordered to construct his own planned
imperial mausoleum and was entirely completed in
1427. This is known as the Chang Lin mausoleum
which is the largest and the best preserved now in
existence among all the 13 Ming tombs built
successively through the 200 years of Ming dynasty.

The whole mausoleum region was located on a
basin with a circumference of forty km. About one km
away, beyond the region’s southern border, stands a
skilfully carved archway. From Dahongmen (the
Great Red Gate) to Chang Lin mausoleum is a long
stretch of path covering seven km. with a series of
buildings set up alongside. But the most attractive
ones are the thirty six stone sculptures on either side
of the path. The largest, one with a stone bed, is of
thirty cubic meters in volume.
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Wong Zhong (Stone Figure)
there are twelve stone figures (Wong Zhong) divided into three
respective groups of four for civilian officials, military officers and
ministers with meritorious records, all having worked as close
retinues of the emperor while living. Here shows the figure of a
civilian official —a master piece of stone sculpture in Ming dynasty.

Within the premise of Chang Lin mausoleum,
buildings in an array are the mausoleum gate,
Lingenmen gate, Lingendian, Minglou (a storied
building somewhat like a pavilion) and Baocheng
(surrounding walls above the underground palace).
The Lingendian, a hall used in that time for holding
sacrificial rites, is as wide as the space of nine big
rooms in a line supported by a white stone terrace of
three tiers, all lined up with carved stone railings,
resembling the structural style of Taihe Dian (the Hall
of Supreme Harmony) of the “Forbidden City” in
Beijing. Inside this palatial hall, thirty two huge
pillars stand upright like giants and each was made
with the whole trunk of a nanmu tree, so big that even
two men linking their extending arms still can not get
around it. Such precious wood is indeed a rarity of
building materials.

The storied building, Ming Lou, is the symbol of
the mausoleum and up there the tomb stone of Zhu Di
was erected. In the rear of Ming Lou is Bao Cheng, the
surrounding walls with a diameter of one km, built
above the underground palace.

Ding Ling is the mausoleum of Emperor Zhu
Yujun, accomplished in 1589. At present, of the
buildings above ground, only the mausoleum gate and
Ming Lou were preserved. The underground palace
beneath Bao Cheng was excavated in 1958. It consisted
of five palatial halls occupying an area of 1195 square
meters, all sturdily built with hard stones. The
unearthed relics amounted to more than three
thousand pieces, of which a large portion is now being
displayed in two exhibition halls on either side of the
courtyard. v

During the year of 1958, a reservoir with a storage
capacity of over eighty million m’, the Shi San Ling
reservoir, had been built:in the southeast of the
mausoleum region. With fruit trees planted all
around, the scenery there has become much more
beautiful ever since.

Among the marble sculptures,
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The Ling En Dian Hall of Chang Ling
Mausoleum Ling En Dian or Shiang
Dian (The Hall for Presenting sacrificial
dinner)is a large hall for holding sacrificial
dinner and also the principal building in
the mausoleum region accomplished in
1427. Each of the 32 giant pillars inside
was made with a whole trunk of nanmu
tree transported from deep mountains in
southwestern frontier. Four of them are so
big that two men linking their arms still
cannot get around even one of them.

I e

JCRBARS PRS- BERK A PR 1A,
EFRRE, FEEMe, LEAITE
KRR A, BT BAARE SR AR B
. HARSAU AT FAE LN AR AR
Ming Lou of Chang Ling
Mausoleum Ming Lou, a two
storeyed pavilion, is the symbol of the
mausoleum. Its ground floor is utilized as
terrace and on the upstair is a square
shaped pavilion with double layered
eaves, inside which erected the huge
tombstone of Emperor Zhu Di. In front of
Ming Lou is a sacrificial altar behind a
stone archway with two supporting
columns.
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Shi San Ling (Thirteen Ridge) Reservoir (The
Reservoir near the Ming Tombs region)
Before liberation, vast area of this district had
often been flooded by swollen mountain streams.
In 1958, thanks to the profound concern of the
Party Central Committee, the people in Beijing
were organized into an army of volunteer
labourers accomplished within half a year the
construction of this reservoir with a storage
capacity of 81,000,000 m*. With heavy traffics on
top of its big dam, the reservoir has become a new
scenic spot.
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The Undergraund Palace of Ding Ling Mausoleum (The mausoleum of Emperor Zhu Yu-jun) This
underground palace was built wholly with hard stone, consisting of five halls. While being excavated,
everything inside is in good condition without any damages. Even the surfaces of walls are smooth and dry
enough just like being newly built, displaying high grade architectural technology.
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The Long corridor With a total
length of 728 meters, the Long Corridor
has become the climax of all the long
corridors in the country. Furthermore, on
its countless beams were coloured
paintings of more than 8,000 pieces.
Tourists walking along may enjoy the
scenic views as well as appreciate the arts.
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Morning of Yi Ho Yuan (The Summer Palace) Under the morning glow and rosy
cloud, the sumptuous and magnificent Summer Palace looks more elegant and brilliant.
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Ren Shou Dian (The Hall of Benevolence and Longevity)

exhibition.
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This is the principal hall in
the palace district used for the Emperor to hold court. Inside its luxurious interior, a rich
collection of treasures were laid out and have been kept in their original positions for
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Boating in the Lake The Kun Ming lake covers a vast area of more than 2,000 mu, with the green mountains reflecting splendour by

its side, tourists boating in the lake seem to be themselves in a picture.

Yi Ho Yuan (The Summer Palace)
— An Imperial Park

Located in the western suburbs of Beijing, the
Summer Palace—Yi Ho Yuan (The Park of
Recuperation and Harmony) is the largest classically
styled park now in existance in our country. Covering
an area of 290 hectares, it encircles Wan Shou Shan
(The Hill of Longevity) and Kun Ming Lake, with the
latter occupying almost three quarters of its whole
area.

By assimilating the art of park-planning for those
renowned parks in the southern provinces, the overall
layout of this imperial park was artistically arranged
in accordance with the natural situations of both lake
and hill, wherever the buildings were designed of
various styles. Furthermore, by using the scenery of
two distant mountains—Xi Shan (The West
Mountains) and Yu Quan Shan (The Jade Spring

Mountains) as picturesque background, the views'

every where in the park always look variable at any
walking pace yet harmonious with one another. Such

- ingenious skill of planning made the park a typical

master-piece among all those of classic styles.
Generally the whole park can be divided into
three regions—the region of palace and hall, the
region of front lake and hill and the region of the rear
ones. The palace and hall region on the eastern side of

the park consists of halls, chambers, theatrical stage
etc. Inside the gate of Dong Gong (The Eastern Palace)
is Ren Shou Dian (The Hall of Benevolence and
Longevity), the main hall for holding court. Another
palace of historic value is Yu Lan Tang (The Hall of
Jade Billows). It was originally the bed room of
Emperor Guang Shu. After the failure of his Reform
Movement in 1898, the Emperor had once been
confined here and thick walls were built to block up all
the possible passages that could be wused for
communicating with outside parties. As compared
with Yue Shou Tang (The Hall of Enjoying Longevity)
where Dowager Ci Xi had lived, the latter is much
more luxurious and magnificent than Yu Lan Tang.
This shows that the status of Guang Shu at that time
was practically far lower than the dowager’s in all
respects. Now all the inside and outside layouts of
these halls are kept just the same as their original set-
up.

The region of front lake and hill consists of the
essential scenic spots of the whole park, with most of
the most magnificent buildings constructed within its
area, such as the famous Long Corridor, stretching at
a length equivalent to that of 270 rooms in a line and
connecting several groups of buildings, is always a
rare sight of grace and magnificence. From Pai Yuen
Men (The Gate of Clearing Cloud), rows of halls and



lake and hill is of different characteristics, which
fascinates people with its serene and peaceful
atmosphere and secluded circumstance as well as the
verdant woods on the hill and the rippling waves in the
lake.

By the east end is Xie Qu Yuan (The Park of
Harmonious Interest), a small park imitating the style
of Ji Chang Yuan (The Park of Expressing Delightful i
Feelings) in Wu Xi, consisting of a lotus pond, a
winding corridor, pavilions and terrace halls by the |
lake. This “park inside a park” is so full of grace and |
charm that it is regarded as the jewel of the rear
region.
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Hua Zhong You (Touring in a Picture) This is a group of buildings skilfully
constructed along the hillside. Located in the center is a two storeyed pavilion with
columns of different heights on the ground floor, displaying new ideas in design.
Another attractive structure is on the first floor; eight openings on the walls provide
different scenic views from each one of them, very interesting to tourists.
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The Kun Ming Hu Monument In the east of Fo Shiang Ge (The Tower of
Buddha’s Scent) on the front hill, there erected a “Wan Shou San Kun Ming Hu”
(Longevity Hill & Kun Ming Lake) Monument about ten meters high. The
inscription carved on it is a written account of both hill and lake by Emperor Chian
Long.

storied buildings make up a longitudinal axis leading
upward to Fo Xiang Ge (The Tower spreading
Buddha’s scent) which, with the imposing posture of
its huge towering bulk, seems to be soaring up to the
sky. Such a marvelous view naturally makes it the
center of admiration in the whole park. On both the
east and west sides are Tong Ting (The Bronze AN 52 2 TE B ol R P e e
Pavilion), Hua Zong Yiu (The Lounge of Picturesque PR AR, R AE A LR KB 35 T
Tour), Zhuan Ren Zang (The Mythical Hall of Berth in Shi Fang or Qing Yan Fan.g (The Marl.:)le Pleasure Boat) It was original.ly
Neéxt Incarnation) etc. ail displaying their particular intended .for viewing sceneries and holding banquets, the ma blzf, 'boat was built
wholly with huge blocks of stone. A two storeyed rectangular pavilion was erected
characteristics. Sriits-deoke
Kung Ming Lake is of vast area, with a dyke
imitating Su Di (The Dyke of Su Dong Po) in
Hangzhou spanning across as well as three islets
spreading within. But the most attractive and
beautiful sight on the lake is the seventeen arch bridge
which links up the Nan Hu Dao (The Islet in South
Lake). On the east end of the dyke, there erected the
bronze ox, Wen Chang Ge (The Tower of Prospering
Culture), Zhi- Chun Ting (The Pavilion of
Acknowledging the Coming Spring) etc., all being
appreciated with admiration by tourists.
The region consisting of the rear views of both




