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Preface

New Practical Chinese Reader (English Version) is a beginner-level Chinese language
textbook compiled for the purpose of teaching Chinese to native English speakers.

By placing the focus of study on language structure and function, cultural knowledge,
as well as skills training for listening, speaking, reading and writing, New Practical Chinese
Reader (English Version) aims to foster learners’ ability to communicate in the Chinese
language. New Practical Chinese Reader (English Version) includes a textbook and an
instructor’s manual (each of which has an accompanying audio CD), making it highly
suitable for both self-learning instruction and classroom teaching alike.

This 14-lesson textbook tells interesting and humorous stories about foreign students
living in China, their daily lives, and the bonds they develop with their Chinese friends
and teachers. Customs and cultural traditions related to Chinese language expression and
comprehension are also introduced. The first six lessons focus on Chinese pronunciation,
while enabling learners to master simple oral conversations and gain access to a variety of
basic sentence patterns. The latter eight lessons focus on language structure and introduce
a series of common sentence patterns, allowing learners to attain preliminary mastery of
basic Chinese sentence patterns in a relatively short time. Prepared specially for native
English-speaking learners of beginner-level Chinese, New Practical Chinese Reader (English
Version) has the following characteristics:

1. The book’s contents and illustrations, as well as the names of the various characters
that appear in the text, were written and prepared specially for native English speakers;

2. The section on pronunciation compares and contrasts the characteristics of Chinese
pronunciation with those of English, making it easy for students to master Chinese
pronunciation quickly;

3. The book does not require prior knowledge of Chinese characters or the use
of structural practice exercises, but rather utilizes a functional-teaching approach that
emphasizes listening and speaking;

4. Bach lesson contains a variety of practice exercises, including both targeted and
integrated exercises, enabling students to review and consolidate their learning in a timely
manner;

5. Each lesson provides a segment on Chinese cultural knowledge, enabling learners to
gain a comprehensive understanding of both the Chinese language and Chinese society.

During the preparation of New Practical Chinese Reader (English Version), we enlisted
the assistance of Chinese-language teaching experts and native English-speaking foreign
experts to ensure that it is ideally suited for native English-speaking students of beginner-
level Chinese.

The compilers
Beijing Language and Culture University
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e to New Practical Chinese Reader!

This textbook features several imaginary characters
to make your Chinese learning experience more enjoyable:
international students Ding Libo, Lin Na, and Ma Dawei;
Chinese teachers Mr. Yang, Ms. Chen, and Professor Zhang;
Chinese students Song Hua, and Wang Xiaoyun; and Chinese
reporter Lu Yuping. They, together with the help of your
instructor, will act as tour guides for your adventure, guiding
you and your classmates into the fascinating world of Chinese, §
the language with the largest number of speakers in the world i

today. Now let’s get to know our companions for this journey.




Séng Hua . ¢

yE Waﬂg Xidoygn Q. Lu Yuping
 AChinese reporter,
~aged 26, male.

A Chinese student, u
aged 19, male. ese
/ aged 2 o ident,
3 female.




dates back more than three thousan years, and it is especially
intriguing to see how Chinese characters déVeloped since their
basically pictographic origins in ancient China. By the end of the
lesson, you will be able to express some everyday greetings in
Chinese.

Lu Yiping: Libd, ni hdo. j
Kﬁ?ﬁﬂ_:'z: jJ“ 9 /f"i: ﬁ

Libo: Ni hdo, LU Yuping.
j]i&: /ﬁ: ﬁ, Fﬁ '%EJ—‘:F-O

i &5 l New Words
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T ESGE S Z5

T ¥ e @
Libo: Lin Na, ni hdoma?™ m

Hk: Ak R, AR AT B9 Greetings

Lin Na: WO hén héo, ni ne?®
Libo: Y& hén h&o.”

hik . AR AT

i e | 1New Words ,{’ ‘

‘ ‘ | !

1 @ ma QPt "% (an interrogative particles |
: for question expecting a - :
1 yes-no answer)
1
:
1

D wo B 5 Lme
. @ hén Adv. Ik very

BEomE OBE OmR OBE OND ONE OND NS OSE OEN O SN OB B OB OB S

. O ne QPt ®R,  (amodal particle used
i for elliptical questions)
’ -

O ye Adv 1, too,also

'@ LinNa PN AR (name of a British

i . student)



“Hello!”, “How do you do?”
This is the most common form of greeting in Chinese. It can be used at any time of the day
when meeting people for the first time or for people you know. The response to this greeting form

is also “Ni hao (fR1f)".

@ N1 hdo ma? )

“How are you?”

This is also a form of greeting, often used after you have not seen someone for some time, and

the response is usually “Wo hén hao (4K 4f)” or other similar polite, conventional verbal exchanges.

3. Ni ne? |

“And (how are) you?”

@, _Y¢ hén hdo.

“(1 am) fine (literally, very good), tco.”

This is an elliptical sentence, with the subject “wd ()" omitted. In spoken Chinese, when
the context is explicit and there is no ambiguity, the subject is often omitted. One may also say “Ny

hdo ma? (1R4f1157)” to answer the question “Hén h&o IRy .

B 5545 >]  Pronunciation Drllls

B Initals: b p m n | h
#18 Finals: a o e [ W i
ao en e In. g g




