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Foreword

The idea of interviewing ordinary Chinese of their knowledge and
perception of Australia and examining the extent of Australia’s presence
in China was first conceived while I visited Griffith University in 2002,
By ordinary Chinese, I refer to those who have never been to Australia
and those whose occupations are not related to Australia ( Those who
have been to Australia and those whose occupations are related to Aus-
tralia surely can tell a lot about the country and their talks can be the
subject of another project). Forty Chinese of different backgrounds are
chosen for the project across the country. What they share in common is
that they all have post — secondary education and at least some com-
mand of English. These people, along with their future generations,
are mostly likely to engage in wvarious activities with the English —
speaking world in one way or another, Australia included. Most of
them belong to the emerging middle class in China.

No questionnaire is set for the interviewees and they are all required
not to make any preparation before each interview so as to ensure its au-
thersicity. It has been observed that the interviewees know more about
Australia than they realize, and in most cases they know much more
than they actually tell. If they are given more time, more things may
come out. Almost all of them certainly know about kangaroos, koalas,
Sydney Olympics, Opera House, Thorpe, Nicole Kidman, and The
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Thom Birds, but surprisingly, some of them know more: the stolen
children, the opera singer Melba, former Governor — General’s sex scan-
dal, Pauline Hanson, bush fires, and so on.

The highlights of the project are the interviewees’ perceptions of
Australia. These include a variety of subjects such as Chinese in Austral-
ia, the Chinese — Australian relationship, Australia’s presence in Chi-
na, Australia in Asia and on the world stage, Australia’s aborigines,
etc. More importantly, the interviewees make their' own suggestions a-
bout what both Australia and China can do to promote the Chinese -
Australian relationship and enhance Australia’s presence in China. They
do not have specialist suggestions, but they do reflect public opinions.

The project produces one extra outcome. Almost all the interviewees
were dissatisfied with and expressed their regret at not having known
more about Australia. The interviews have aroused their interest in the
country and they promise to pay more attention to Australia and things
Australian. Their interest and aftention will definitely have influence on
the people around them — their family members, friends, colleagues
and many others. It is a cheerful and encouraging prospect.
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