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Preface

Huangshan Mountain, located in South Anhui Province (30°08’ north
latitude and 118°09’ east longitude), China, is about 40 km long from north to
south and 30 km wide from east to west. It covers an area of about 1,200 square
km, with major natural scenic spots making up 154 square km. Its namie was
given by Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty (618-907) when he visited the
mountain in 747.

Huangshan Mountain is famous for its beautiful scenes. Xu Xiake, a
traveler in the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), said after visiting the mountain, “No
mountain can be compared to Huangshan Mountain.”

With perilous but beautiful peaks, Huangshan Mountain is vigorous and
hard. The Lianhua (lotus flower) Peak, the Tiandu (heavenly capital) Peak and
the Guangmingding (bright summit) make up the major part of the mountain,
with dozens of smaller surrounding peaks. The scenes of the mountain can be
described as “grand, perilous, unique and queer.”

About 200 or 300 million years ago, there was sea here. Over a long
period of geological change, the mountain, mainly made of granite, was formed.
Air-slaked, the rocks and peaks became very unique in shape. There are 77
peaks standing more than 1,000 meters above sea level.

Pine trees, rocks, seas of clouds and thermal springs are the four grand
scenes of Huangshan Mountain.

The Pinus taiwanensis, a species hamed in 1930s, has a peculiar shape.
It is rooted in swallet. The most famous pine trees on the mountain are the
Yingke (welcoming guests), Wolong (sleeping dragon) and Heihu (black tiger).
The seas of clouds, divided into the Sky, North, East, West and South seas,
often appear after rain. Strangely-shaped rocks can be seen everywhere on the
mountain. The most famous ones are “monkey watching the sea” and “squirrel
jumping at Tiandu.” The Thermal Spring, also called Tangquan, is clean enough
to drink from or take a bath in.

Located in the subtropical zone, Huangshan Mountain has an annual
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precipitation of 2,000 millimeters, creating favorable conditions for the 1,450
kinds of plants in the mountain area. It is also rich in animal resources. The wild
animals that live here make up two-thirds of the total in Anhui Province.

The magnificent natural scenes have inspired cultural pursuits. For
thousands of years, people have been honoring Huangshan Mountain by
means of poetry, inscriptions, paintings and photographs. Paintings and
painters of Huangshan possess a significant position in Chinese culture.

The development of Huangshan Mountain, planned and organized by the
government, began in 1934. In July 1949, the Huangshan Mountain
Administrative Office was set up to better protect the natural resources in the
mountain area.

Huangshan:Mountain is an illustrated tourist guide that introduces the
mountain with photographs and clear language. We hope that it will become an
essential accessory for tourists.
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Southern gate of Huangshan Mountain at the
Thermal Spring
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Sunrise in the seas of clouds on Huangshan Mountain
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Yingke (welcoming guests) Pine
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Unique stone: monkey watching the sea
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Flammule at Feilai Rock
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