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PREFACE

The middle of the 1980s witnessed two great events: Deng Xiao-ping's important talk about his inspection in the South

was published; the Party's 14th Representative Assembly made the decision to open and develop Pudong as dragon head and
then quickly build Shanghai into one of the international centres of finance and trade. Since then a great constructional surge
has soared to unprecedented heights in Shanghai.

Within a short period of 10 years, the Nanpu Bridge and the Yangpu Bridge have come into their proud existence,
spanning the Huangpu River beautifully. In the meantime, high rises are springing up everywhere in all distinctive features and
numerous residential blocks in gardens view with each other in showing ingenuity and originality. According to rough statistics,
in Shanghai proper there are now as many as 2,000 tall buildings constructed or being constructed. The Bund, with a history of
over one hundred years and the symbol of Shanghai, has its sightseeing promenade greatly extended in the reconstruction. It
now looks much more majestic. On the east of the Huangpu River there now stands a 468-metre-high television tower, which
has already been put into operation. In addition, the long expected metro and the grand overpass have been completed in
succession. All of these constructions have filled Shanghai, an international metropolis, with even greater grandeur and fascination.
With their riotous profusion they are the great achievements of Shanghai on its march into the 21st century.

Architecture is an epitome of the times. Embodied in the new architecture of Shanghai are the intellignence and
accomplishment of the Shanghai people in their creation of both material and spiritual civilizations. With a view to commemorating
the new and the trans-century architecture in Shanghai and in order to display the Shanghai "scene" to the international community
at the "World's fair of Architecture”, the Shanghai Urban Science Society, the Shanghai Honghai Cultural Development
Company and Tongji University Press have made concerted efforts to publish this deluxe book NEW AND TRANS-CENTURY
ARCHITECTURE IN SHANGHAI, VOLUME 1, which, I believe, is a worthy effort of great beneficence. I hope that the
publication of this book will push the constructional upsurge in Shanghai all the way to its climax, prosper Shanghai architecture
and help the Shanghai building industry to take a new step upward. I also hope that the publication of this book will help the
world's people understand Shanghai better, stimulate their desire to visit Shanghai, enhance their enthusiasm to invest in
Shanghai, and thus give their contributions to the economic boom and fundamental change of Shanghai.

Finally I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to the whole staff whose painstaking efforts have made the publication of
this book possible. In the march towards the new century, more and more new building will rise on the skyline of Shanghai. So
persistent efforts will be needed for the publication of the second and the third volumes of NEW AND TRANS-CENTURY
ARCHITECTURE IN SHANGHAL

XIA KEQIANG
VICE MAYOR OF SHANGHAI
5.1995
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

Architect Shanghai Architectural Design Institute
Location = People’s Square
Completion 1994
The 19-storey building, 72.5 metres in height, has a gross
floor space of 88 000 square metres. Adopting an open layout,
the building has its ground floor built into a spacious exhibition

hall.
Dignified, simple, plain, and bright coloured, the building

integrates the greenery on the People’s Square, reflecting the

new scene of Shanghai.
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The People’s Square, 9.7 ha in area, is a traditional
concourse in Shanghai. The renovation incorporates main
projects of Shanghai Municipal Administration Building,
Shanghai Museum and Shanghai Grand Theatre. With the help
of many public facilities, the Square offers a city square full of
cultural connotations and vigour of the time.
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THE SHANGHAI CENTRE

Architect John Portman and Associates (USA)
Consultant East China Architectural Design Institute
Client Shanghai Exhibition Centre, John Portman Group,
and Sea Cliff (Hong Kong) Inc.
Location 1376 Nanjing Road West
Completion 1990
The Shanghai centre, with its main building 164.8 metres
and 50 storeys high, has a total floor space of 186 000 square
metres. It is a multi-use complex for offices, apartments and
hotel.
The middle of the three tower blocks is a five-star hotel and

on either side are towers for apartments and offices. In the
podium of the complex there is a multi-function theatre. The

style of the complex tries to express the eastern and the western
cultures.

The interiors are treated in Chinese traditional way but are
quite modern in function. The whole complex is rich in form and
varied in height, clearly indicating the characteristics of the
times.




