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American Classroom Customs
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If the teacher asks a question, you are expected to give an answer. If you do not un-
derstand the question, you should raise your hand and ask the teacher to repeat the ques-
tion. If you do not know the answer, it is all right to tell the teacher that you do not know.
Then he or she knows what you need to leamn.

There is no excuse for not doing your homework. If you are absent, you should call
your teacher or someone who is in your class and ask for the’\as/si?'lr_nent It is your responsi-
bility to find out what assignments you have missed. It is not the teacher’s responsibility to
remind you of missed assignments.

You must not be absent on a test day. If you are seriously ill, call and let the teacher
know you will not be there for the test. If your teacher allows make-up tests®, you should
take the test within one or two days after returning to class. Serious illness is the only reason
for missing a test.

Be on time! It is considered rude to be late. Also, it bothers other students. If you
must come in late, be sure to do it quietly. Have your books and papers out of your bag be-
fore you come into the room. Then g0 to your seat and sit quietly. In the U.S., it is not
necessary to knock before you enter the classroom. Most of the teachers will give you a low
grade if you are often late. v

® make-up tests; A
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Have your book out and be ready to begin when the class starts. Your teacher should
not have to ask you every day to take out your book. Be sure you have a paper and a sharp
pencil ready.

In America, you should call your teacher by his or her last name, not “teacher” . Also
you should use Mr., Miss, Ms or Mrs. before the last name (such as Mrs. Smith or Mr.
Jones) . This is considered polite. The teacher will tell you his or her preferred title®

Be courteous to@ other students. If another student is answering a question, giving a
report or an explanation, you should listen quietly and give them your attention. Everyone
must be treated with the same respect you would like them to give to you. Also, the ques-
tions they are asking may be something you need to know.

It is considered impolite in the U.S. to eat, drink or chew ggm® during the class.
This is reserved for the break®. Also, removing one’s shoes® in the classroom is not po-
lite.

If you must leave during class, do so quietly. There is no need to ask the teacher’s
permission. However, leaving the class for something other than an emergency is not accept-
able®(Getting a drink or sharpening your pencil is not considered an emergency) .

Copying another student’s test or paper is never acceptable. It is called cheating®. At
most schools in the U.S., students who cheat are expelled (kicked out)®.

Posters®, bulletin boards®, or any other thing hanging on the wall is considered prop-
erty of the school and shouldn’t be written on or removed without permission (A sign-up
sheet® may be written on, but only put your name on it) . It is not acceptable to put up any

sign, announcement or advertisement without first getting permission from the school office.

preferred title: H Z ML
be courteous to; Xf----- WAL
chew gum: '8 &
. .reserved for the break: B ¥R [El/k 8 [H]
removing one’ s shoes: [t &k
. .leaving. . . acceptable; JF B2 FHHRERAFEEZY
cheating: n. 'ﬁsﬁ
are expelled (kicked out): FFF%,BR &
posters: n. J &, 304
bulletin boards: 7 %1%
sign-up sheet: %4 R 2|
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Books, backpacks®, lunches—anything that belongs to other people is considered pri-
vate and should not be moved or tampered with®.

It is not considered polite to yell at people to get their attention. When talking in a
group, you should not speak so loudly‘as to disrupt others® who are close by.

Wearing a hat in class is considered impolite by many teachers. Some teachers / pro-
grams may ignore it, but you should ask permission first.

READING COMPREHENSION EXERCISES
(B EEERAR )

1 . If you miss a class, you should in order to find out what assign-

* ment has been given.
4 .+ call the teacher or a classmate
B. give an excuse
_C. remind the teacher that you were absent
_ B D. ask the teacher to make it up
f:b) When are you allowed to take a make-up test?
~"A. When you are absent on a test day.
B. When you are really sick and call the teacher justify your absence.
_Li--When there’s a test two days after the previous one.
D. When you are out of town.
3. Teachers in the USA should be called
Ay by their preferred title plus their last name
B. “teacher” and his or her last name
C. by their first name
D. gentleman or gentlewoman
4. A student is considered impolite when he / she
A. eats and drinks during the break
. - takes off his / her shoes in class
C. treats everyone without respect

® backpacks: n. Al
@__tampered with: $% __
®  disrupt others: T HIABYIE
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D. addresses the teacher with Ms or Mr.
5. In most schools in the USA, cheating is considered
A. acceptable in some cases B. a minor fault

G. serious fault D. a criminal conduct
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Why Study in the USA?
NABKHFREBERSE?
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Maybe you have been dreaming of studying in the U.S.A. for a long time, or maybe
you have discotered that you need to improve your English in order to continue your studies
or career. You may also have discovered that you can best gain expertise? in your field at a
particular U.S. university. Whatever the reasons, you now hope to come to the U.S.A. to
accomplish your goals®.

You have read about the U.S. A., seen American films and videos and talked to
Americans. But only the experience of actually living in the U.S.A. will give you the mas-
tery of the language® and sympathy with® the culture that is necessary for understanding this
large and influential country.

Many foreign students arrive in the U.S. A. with misconceptions® about American life.
They are pleasantly surprised to find that not all Americans are blond®, wealthy or intoler-
ant of others®.

gain expertise: KB L THIR, Hfk
accomplish your goals: SLIIRAY B 45/ R
the mastery of the language: 2B [ 1B
sympathy with; 1A [A]

misconceptions; 45 1% B

blond: a. £ %8

intolerant of others; RZ&Z FI A
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Diversity

The land and people of the U.S.A. are incredibly® varied.« Wherever_you choose to
study, you will 9p_c_(_)umer© a regional culture rich in history, local traditions and customs.
The U.S.A. is a multi-racial society® that is still absorbing new immigrants®. While stu-
dents must exercise caution® in a few locations, in much of the U.S.A., streets and uni-

versity campuses are clean and safe.
Differences

U.S. universities may differ from those in your own country in several ways. For one
thing, classes are generally small. There may be as few as ten to twenty students in a class.
While in class, students are encouraged and expected to contribute to the discussion. Pro-
fessors meet with students in their offices or even share coffee or meals with them. The close
relationship between students and faculty® serves to motivate students? and fosters a person-
al approach to the curriculum®.

Most U.S. university students live on or near the school campus. When you are study-
ing in the U.S.A., you will have many opportunities to take part in planned and informal
activities®, spending your leisure® and study hours with other students. This will enhance
your language skills®. From your fellow students you will learn about U.S. culture and
about all the other diverse cultures? represented on any U.S. campus.

incredibly: adv. ¥EDLE {5 H

encounter: v. REE]

multi-racial society; & R4

absorbing new immigrants: R R

exercise caution; ¥ {HFTH

faculty: n. £ K

motivate students: & 224 FUAR M, 3 F5 0 A 2 ST BlAR
.. .fosters. . . curriculum; BN (F4) M ERBEBEEIAZRL
. . .planned. . . activities: ZHSEit R M RIEEX K IES
leisure: n. PRAEHE

...enhance. . .skills;: #£FIEFEES

diverse cultures: Z #1304k
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