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A Study of Sino— Vietnamese Consonantal
~ System Abstract

This dissertation is a detailed comparison of Sino— Vietnam-
ese consonantal systems conducted in the theoretical and method-
ological frames of historical and comparative linguistics.

Compared with previous Sino — Vietnamese studies, the
present study has the following features: (1) adequacy of data,
(2) analysis of chronological strata of the loan words, (3) pho-
nological explanation in the context of recent findings in Chinese
historical phonology, especially the Zhengzhang Shangfang—Pan
Wuyun system, (4) Explanation of the origin and development
of Sino — Vietnamese consonants in the linguistic context of
South China in specific and Southeast Asia in general, prelimina-
ry research on Old Vietnamese consonantal system. In addition
to this, some possible Vietnamese lexical items cognate to Sino—
Tibetan are also discussed in the dissertation.

This dissertation consists of 6 chapters. Chapter 1 intro-
duces the influence of Chinese language in the Vietnamese socie-
ty, the aim of the study, the theory background, the phonologi-
cal system of Vietnamese, and the transcription convention.
Chapter 2 discusses some simple consonants developed from ear-
lier consonantal clusters. Chapter 3 discusses the Sino — Viet-
namese correspondence of Middle Chinese initials in groups Jing
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K5, Zhi(HD) » Zhuang(J¥), Zhang(&), and Ri( B). Chapter
5 discusses the Sino— Vietnamese correspondence of Middle Chi-
nese initials in groups Jian(.) and Ying(). Chapter 6 is a dis-
cussion on the relationship between Sino— Vietnamese and Chi-
nese dialects with special reference to Chinese dialectal origin of

the Sino— Vietnamese phonological system.
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