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Social Responsibility of the Media”

by Li Congjun, President of Xinhua News Agency

November the 20th is a special day. Twenty years ago on this day, the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly adopted the most important international conven-
tion for the future of the world's children — the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, 20 years have since passed and today Xinhua News Agency and UNICEF
are co—sponsoring, under the theme of Global News Day for Children, the Uni-
versal Childrer’s Day publicity campaign and around— the— clock worldwide live
coverage on children. Please allow me to express, on behalf of Xinhua, a heart-
felt thank—you to UNICEF and to all the media that have joined us in this cam-
paign. I also wish children all around the world a happy and healthy path to ma-
turity.

It is in children that lies the future of mankind. It therefore should be human
nature to protect and care for children. Mencius, a great thinker in ancient Chi-
na, said: Please extend the respect of the aged in one’s family to those of other
families; Please extend the love of the young ones in one’s family to those of oth-
er families. However, it is an affront to our humanity that today, in the 21st
century, children in many parts of the world are still living in the shadows of
war, violence, poverty, exploitation, violation, fear and discrimination. It is
children who are most prone to the harm of natural and man— caused disasters.

At this moment, I recall the hostage incident at Beslan in North Ossetia in
2004, a tragedy in which 186 children lost their lives among heart—breaking ter-
ror. As soon as I learned of the incident, 1 was so full of grief and indignation
that I resorted to my brush—pen and painted a painting entitled “The North Os-

setia Hostage Tragedy”. In the painting, a woman is in deep grief and her de-

* Speech at the launch of the large— scale publicity campaign co— sponsored by UNICEF
and Xinhua and around—the—clock worldwide live coverage on Children's Day
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ceased son lies at her side with a thin plastic membrane as his cover. The boy’s
toy, a teddy bear, is left beside with wide—open eyes looking helpless and full of
sorrow. The painting was published by the Arts Magazine, which was accompa-
nied by an article by noted arts commentator Mr. Wang Zhong, entitled “Chi-
nese Artists Need to Concern Themselves with the World. ” That painting, when
on display at the Beijing Century Altar Gallery, touched and moved many visi~
tors. The president of the China Arts & Entertainment Group, Zhang Yu, was
so moved that he asked this painting to be included in his company’s collection, [
declined because I wanted to keep it forever.

Seven—year—old Ruslan is a survivor of that tragedy. In 2004, he encoun-
tered this terror that shocked the world on his first day of school. During the 52-
hour torment, he lost his mom and little sister and he suffered mental and physi-
cal trauma. In May 2006, Ruslan was taken to China’s southern seaside resort of
Sanya for medical rehab, where he received acupuncture treatment and was
taught swimming, painting and martial arts. Ruslan recovered a lot, both physi-
cally and mentally. Thanks to the care and love, Ruslan has been gradually emer-
ging from the shadow. Not long ago, he set free a white balloon in front of his
mom’s tomb, and on the note attached to the balloon he wrote; “Mom, I no lon-
ger feel afraid, ”

As the head of a news media organization, I often ask myself the question:
what can the media do for the child? Isn’'t it the duty and responsibility of the
media to arouse the attention of the international community to caring about chil-
dren, about child safety, survival and development, about the environment in
which children live and grow up?

At the World Media Summit held in October, Chinese President Hu Jintao
expounded the responsibility the media should have for the society., He pointed
out that the media should take up its responsibility for society, should keep in
mind and stick to that responsibility, and should disseminate news and informa-
tion in a true—to—fact, accurate, comprehensive and objective way.

It was during the media summit that I proposed to the heads of all the media
institutions present that a large — scale publicity campaign and around — the —
clock worldwide live coverage on children’s issues be conducted on November the
20th, the Universal Children’s Day.

What moved me is that UNICEF has offered its full support to my initiative,
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by asking its offices in more than 150 countries and regions to provide support to
Xinhua's multimedia news coverage. We also jointly held this ceremony to issue
the Chinese version of UNICEF’s special edition of the “State of the World’s
Children” report for the 20th anniversary of the Convention.

What also moved me is.that over 1, 000 media institutions from 83 countries
and regions have echoed my initiative by taking part in the global campaign via
various activities,

Today, the around — the — clock worldwide live coverage is officially
launched. On this special day, Xinhua, along with all participating media institu-
tions, are conducting non—stop coverage about children on the six continents of
the world.

We would like to call this year's November the 20th the Global News Day for
Children, because it is the first time in history that media institutions all around
the world have joined hands tc focus on a shared coverage subject. I believe that
this year's November the 20th will be remembered in the history of global chil-
dren protection.

I wish the publicity campaign and the around — the — clock worldwide live
coverage a great success, and I also wish children around the world a more beau-

tiful and happier tomorrow.
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