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Blurb

This series of booklets is intended to give a brief
account of how China’s folk culture and learning about the
names of the 12 symbolic animals associated with a 12-
year cycle used to denote the year of a person’s birth has
come about.

Dealt with in this series of booklets are the origins of
the 12 symbolic animals, the fortune of a person as augured
by the animal-denoted year of birth as well as the traits of
these animals, the folkways, customs, literature and art,
sacrifice offerings to gods or ancestors and the practice of
divination. In addition, the reader can find at hand symbolic
animal-related terms, proverbs, oldsayings, witty remarks,
couplets and riddles, famous epigrams, verses, ditties,
odes and songs, fiction and prose, fables, wisdom stories,
fairy tales, folktales, and jokes full of humor. In particular,

the series is spiced with some 12-symbolic-animal-culture-

related anecdotes known to foreign and Chinese readers alike.
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Introductory Remarks on the Cock

Rankmg the tenth in the 12 symbolic animals, the Cock cor-
responds to “you” of the 12 Earthly Branches. .
The Cock has 5 merits, namely, good manners, fighting
skills, courage, kindness and faithfulness. The crow of the Cock
heralds the break of day urging people to exert themselves It is
a traditional mascot as can be seen from such old saymgs as “Open
your door as soon as the cock crows and a banner year will be
yours to be followed by even more than you can possibly hope
for.” He is the messenger of a brlght future and a symbol of good

luck and everything beautiful as well as of industry and bravery.
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The 12 Symbolic Animals Are Real Fun
( A Nursery Rhyme )

The 12 symbolic animals are real fun,
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The little rat is elected No. 1,

Next comes the big ox followed by the tiger,
The hare’s seen to leap and the dragon to hover.
The horse and sheep are after the crawling snake,
Thin is the monkey, the fat cock in its wake.
Bowwow, bowwow, the dog barks and barks,

Cheering the hog on with his bark.
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RTBIABLE .

1 13 25 37 49 61 73 85 97 109 121 133 145 157 169 181
193 205 217 229 241 253 265 277 289 301 313 325 337 349 361
373 385 397 409 421 433 445 457 469 481 493 505 517 529 541
553 565 577 589 601 613 625 637 649 661 673 685 697 709 721
733 745 757 769 781 793 805 817 829 841 853 865 877 889 901
913 925 937 949 961 973 985 997 1009 1021 1033 1045 1057
1069 1081 1093 1105 1117 1129 1141 1153 1165 1177 1189 1201
1213 1225 1237 1249 1261 1273 1285 1297 1309 1321 1333 1345
1357 1369 1381 1393 1405 1417 1429 1441 1453 1465 1477 1489
1501 1513 1525 1537 1549 1561 1573 1585 1597 1609 1621 1633
1645 1657 1669 1681 1693 1705 1717 1729 1741 1753 1765 1777
1789 1801 1813 1825 1837 1849 1861 1873 1885 1897 1909 1921
1933 1945 1957 1969 1981 1993 2005 2017 2029 2041 2053 2065
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