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Brief Introduction of

Yongle Palace

Yongle Palace Iocates in the ruins of ancient Wel
¢ity 2 kilometers northen from county town of
Ruicheng, Shanxi Province. Ruicheng, backing

Zhongtiao mountain and facing ancient course of Yellow
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River, is really a place with beautiful scenery and a
good number of places of historic interest.

Yongle Palace originally built in Yongle town, 20
kilometers southwest of Ruicheng, which was native
place for taoist Lueyan, styled Dongbin and alternative
named Chunyang ,in Tang Dynasty. To commemorate
him, his old house was rebuilt into an ancestral hall
during Tang Dynasty and a Taoist temple during Song
and Jin Dynasties. It was burnt down in AD 1244 and
the restructured at origin site is called Grand Chunyang
Longevity Palace, named after its location Yongle
Town.

Buildings in Yongle Palace are magnificent, large
scale and rigorously structured. It covers a total area of
127 000 sq. m. with a Building area over 4000 sq.
m.. The Palace gate and Halls of dragon — tiger,
Shangin, Chunyang and Double Ninth are line — ar —
ranged from south to north along a 500 meter center
axle . The halls’ upward flying eaves,  gigantic
dougong(a system of brackets inserted between the top
of a column and a crossbeam) and pinggi — zaojing
(a kind of decorative pattern of the ceiling) are so

exquisite beyond compare that they may be rated as

master piece of royal court architecture in Yuan Dy —
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nasty. From very beginning to the end Yongle Palace’ s
construction lasted more than hundreds of years.

Large frescoes in Yongle Palace are of the greatest |
value. The frescoes in Wuji, Shangin, Chunyang and
Double Ninth Halls cover an area of 1000 sq. m.. Those
well — kept frescoes painted in Yuan Dynasty areculture
heritage in our country s painting history. They are -
- of great reference importance to study of painting art and
contemporary soclety.

In 1959 Shanmengxia Reservoir for Yellow River

was to be built.  As Yongle Palace sat in water storage |
area of the reservoir, it was decided by the State Coun — I
cil to integral move together with the frescoes for the
purpose to preserve. this culture heritage. After 5 |
years' move and reconstruction the rebuilt Palace has
not only excellently kept its original architecture style

and feature, but also restored frescoes as intact as be —

fore. Their skillful renovation technique and the su —
perlative craftsmanship of the integral move set an ever
— lasting record in world architecture history. Yongle
Palace has long been listed in national majoy relics by

state government since 1961 .
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