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The Night of Macao
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Macao, at the time when it was returned to the motherland, faces lots of puzzles and doubts from all walks of life since
Hong Kong SAR had just been established.

Today, having gone through plenty of challenges, Macao has been much stronger than that was before.

Standing on Macao Tower at the height of 338 meters, people could collect the view of Macao and Zhu Hai province.
Overlooking these wonderful lands of China, people could fully understand the true meaning of embracing. If Wen Yiduo,
that poet who wrote down the Qizi's Song, could witness this great view from the tower, he might have another enthusiastic
article.

Eight decades ago, the patriotic poet Wen Yiduo wrote down Qizi's Song, expressing his anger towards that incapable
and feeble ruler. In his poet, he described that lost lands of China as seven children. They were forced to leave the motherland
by savage robbers.

Do you know that Macao is not my real name? | have been taken away for such a long time. My dearest mother! Even
they have taken away my body; you are always in my heart. For three hundred years, | could not forget you. Please call
my real name! | want to be back!

This beautiful song arises the patriotism of hundreds of thousands Chinese.

Ten years ago, Macao entered a new era and started to progress to a new direction.

The Gaming industry of Macao makes it more beautiful and vigorous. Various casinos open and become new tourist
attractions. The ancient architectural complex, St.Pauls and other historical places has been listed as world heritage. The
exhibitions, competitions and trade fairs attract attentions at home and abroad.

The local gradually comes to realized that this former village has been changed, taking on a new look as the metropolitan.

More and more new landmarks appear on this wonderland.

History is composed by pictures, and history is composed by various great moments. With the help of lots of people, we
produce this fine album of painting.

We wish Macao would have a brilliant future.
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From 19th century until now, the continental area of Macao is gradually enlarged through reclamation of the sea area.
According to recent statistics, the total area of Macao has amounted to 29.2 square kilometers, including Macao Peninsula,
two offshore island of Taipa and Coloane and Cotai. It has a population of more than 500000.

In 1887, Macao was seized by the Portugal through Sino—Portuguese Teaty of Peking and The Protocol of Commerce
and Friendship between China and Portugal. From then on, Macao had become the colony of Portugal.

On December 20, 1999, Macao was returned to China and became the second special administrative region of China.
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In 1999, Macao was returned to China and became the second special administrative region of China. Therefore, it was a significant
year for Macao as well as for China.

At the night of December 19, 1999, Macao Cultural Center was lightened up by brilliant decorations. Delegates from Hong Kong,
Taiwan, 53 countries and 28 international organizations gathered in Macao in order to witness the brilliant moment of China and
Macao. When Chinese national flag finally danced in the wind in Macao, Chinese people tasted the sorrow and happiness at the
same time. Macao, the long lost child of China, finally came back.

On that day, thousands of hundred firework blossomed in the sky of Macao and a great number of Chinese stayed up to enjoy the
great event.

It was a milestone in Chinese history because from then on China had regained its sovereignty of Macao. Before the looming in of
the new century, Macao, as a brilliant lotus, was exhibiting its beauty for the world to behold.
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On August 20, the new passport and travelling certificate for Macao SAR citizens are shown to public in Beijing.
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On September 9, Macao holds a pigeon—flying competition to celebrate
the 100—-day countdown. 1
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On October 31, He Houhua, the first chief executives of Macao SAR government, imprints postmarks for citizens to
celebrate the 50—day countdown.
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