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Foreword

The records of Peking University’ s forerunner Metropolitan University , having been dust-laden for more than
a hundred years, are now being put into print after a process of careful selection and editing. These historical docu-
ments are of great value to research on the history of modern China, the history of education in China,and the his-
tory of Peking University.

The Opium Wars broke out in the middle of the 19* century . Bullied and humiliated by imperialist powers,
China saw her own strength declining. Countrymen woke to the booming guns, and with disquieting thoughts of re-
form surging in their minds, these broadminded people of both the court and the commonalty explicitly advocated
“learn from foreign countries in order to restrict them”. China’ s crushing defeat in the Sino-Japanese War of
1894—1895 declared that the banner “striving to become stronger and richer” , which was flaunted by the political
group favoring westernization , utterly fell through what with the national crisis being deepened . Keenly feeling the
decadency of the autocratic rule,a plethora of patriotic intellectuals strongly appealed for reform and attacked the
outmoded notion of “scrupulously abiding by ancestors’ instructions” , cleaning up the filth and mire left by hun-
dreds of years of an autocratic form of government . The long brewing call for reform was a rumbling spring thunder
shaking the dreary intellectual circles . Reformists advocated change in the politic system, development of industry
and commerce, training of a new army, abrogation of the “8-part Essay”-a form of the imperial civil service exami-
nation system, and establishment of new educational institutions, to name a few.The most important task of the
Hundred Day’s Reform(1898)was namely “to set up schools and cultivate people of ability.” In 1898, establish-
ment of Metropolitan University became one priority of the Reform Movement. Metropolitan University was then
both the highest state bureau of educational administration and the first national comprehensive university . The pur-
pose of the university was unequivocal,i.e., “to have people of talent come forth in large numbers in order to pull
together in times of trouble.” Emperor Guang’xu had ardent expectations that the university could become world-
class, “a model of every province, respected and admired by all other countries; one with a grand scope and e-
quipped with all varieties of facilities.” Though the Reform met with defeat soon afterwards and the new policies
were completely stifled, Metropolitan University survived by sheer luck . Such was the choice of the era. Since the
very day the university was founded, it has shouldered the historical responsibility of national rejuvenation.The u-
nique course of her development can also serve as an epitome of the social changes of modern China.

In more than a hundred years, with a strong sense of mission and responsibility , Peking University(also known
as Beida )and Beida’ ers spare no efforts to pioneer new routes, always walking at the forefront of the times holding
high the flags of “democracy and science” . Being noted for her glorious tradition, fine academic atmosphere , the
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splendid results she has achieved and the numerous gifted people brought forth by her elite education, Peking Uni-
versity today is pressing on towards the goal to become a worldclass institution with a view to reform and progress .
Facing the challenges brought by the global economy, culture, and science and technology, Peking University will
march forward with courage and motivation to create a new glory, thus rejuvenating China.

The famous writer Mr. Lu Xun once said: “Beida is always in pursuit of creativity.” In crossing the threshold
of the 21" century, we wipe the dust off the records of Metropolitan University , retrospect the struggling days of the
early course of Peking University and look forward to a new era. We feel , once again, entrusted by history : Rise up,
Beida!

Xu Zhihong
President of Peking University

July,2001

(Translated by Christopher Chaney and Xu Lan)



Preface

Peking University’ s forerunner Metropolitan University was established during the Reform Movement of 1898 .
As China’s highest-ranking academic and administrative body, it took on its position of prestige and authority and
began to exert great impact on the history of modem education in China in the late Qing Dynasty.

In a century of trials and hardships many of Metropolitan University’s records were scattered and lost . Fortu-
nately the First Historical Archive of China still contains a sizable collection, which a thorough examination reveals to
exceed 1000 documents . This collection consists of emperors’ imperial instructions, official memorials to the throne,
correspondences between govemnmental offices, rules and regulations of Metropolitan University, engineering project
taxation forms, treasurer accounts, telegrams and more . The collection is a systematical , comprehensive and authentic
record of the early course of Peking University’s struggle, ranging from the University’s preparations for establish-
ment to the additions of the Medical Center, Translation School and the various scientific schools ; from the appoint-
ment of the top University leaders to the employment of both local and foreign teachers; from the University’ s en-
trance examination and students’ enrollment to the University’s administration of teaching, extracurricular, accommo-
dation and other daily activities;from University buildings’ planning and construction to the purchase of books and
facilities ; from budget expenses to revenue, expenditure to reimbursement ; et cetera. As a record of this struggle , the
collection presents one aspect of modern China’s social change and its preciousness must not be understated.

This book contains four hundred well-preserved items of high historical value chosen from China’s First His-
torical Archive’s collection on Metropolitan University. Copies of original documents have been reproduced for the
benefit of scholars and professionals conducting research in the field . In order to maintain a clear view of the his-
torical sequence, all files-without exception-have been arranged in their proper order of sequence( those files with-
out an indicated date have been sequenced according to the research efforts of the editors) . For the convenience of
the reader, editors have analyzed the content of each file and formulated clear and concise captions, organized a
table of contents and illustrated periods of time in terms of both the Chinese lunar calendar and the Gregorian cal-
endar . Moreover, in order to employ a regulated and identical disposition, the structure and placement of certain file
attachments have been slightly modified .

As it is sometimes difficult to avoid committing slight mistakes in this type of publication, we welcome any

suggestions or comments readers may have regarding the content and structure of the book .

The Editor
July, 2001
3
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