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Preface

This dissertation is a monographic study on the contemporary
well-known writer Wu Mingshi (Pu Naifu). The dissertation
consists of five parts involving -a detailed observation on Wu
Mingshi’s Writing, life and thinking as:(1) Wu Mingshi’s life and
writing stages, (2) the marginal location and extension: his
cultural involving as a liberal, (3) anxiety in his leaving home: his
life involving as an existentialist, (4) linguistic Utopia: his literary
involving as a modernist, (5) sound and furry comprehensive
interpretation of “Wu Mingshi’s Dra fts”.

The first part of my dissertation briefly explores Wu Mingshi’s
life and writing. I argue that his sudden leaving home in 1934 is
beginning of his self-consciousness of life and writing. The period
between 1934—1945 is the first stage of his writing. Those
unfinished stories verify his experiments on language and form. His
metaphysical interests in life also are reflected in these early
Versions. For example, the short story “Collapse”, “Vanishing
Image” and “The Gloom of Germany” etc. The gloomy and

intensified lyric style in this period proves in accordance with his
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life qualities. “A Secular Picture of The North” and “Woman In
The Tower” become the pit of his éarly writing. My appraisal on
these two novels is different from those traditional in its adapted
form and theme. Secular though they are, the writer, pertaining to
his special qualities and personal .cultural background, probes into
the human nature in deep degree. We shall pay enough attention to
its time lasting artistic enchantment. Wu Mingshi’s main Writing
after 1945 is found in the six volumes of “Wu Mingshi’s Drafts”.
It shows the large volumes, grand structure, sophisticated
thinking, and more inventive linguistic style. Meanwhile, its
“underground writing ” reflects the gloomy light of cultural
sadness and isolation.

The second part of my dissertation tends of probe into the
political causes that exclude Wu Mingshi from literature history.
My defense of his liberalism stand verifies his trend of life outside
the social center. Even he puts himself outside the social center, he
doesn’t quit the cultural involving, and this further verifies the free
state of his independent character and rational integrity determined
by his liberalism thinking.

The third part of my dissertation tends to probe into Wu
Mingshi’s Life attitude of existentialism. The different
consideration of family in BaJing’s “Family” and Wu Mingshi’s
“Animal, Animal, Animal” verifies the life consciousness of
existentialism of Wu Mingshi. Alienation, anxiety, death, and the
other motives are discussed and expressed obviously in his works. 1
discover that the insistence of time in the life structure is the most
important feature of Wu Mingshi’s existentialistic thinking, and it
further explains the features of his fictional characters.

The fourth part of my dissertation tends to probe into and
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verify Wu Mingshi’s cultural identity as a modernist, through
concluding and sorting out his consciousness of modernism, find
out the real kernel contents of modernism, meanwhile, through the
analysis into Wu mingshi's literary and artistic ideas, the analyzeis
into the metaphysical stubborn bias and the feature of “turning
inside” in his works, define him as a distinct writer of modernism
and sum up the modernism in literature in the Chinese history of
contemporary literature,

The fifth part of my dissertation is the monographic research
on the six volumes of “Wu Mingshi’s Drafts”, considering that
they are the result of his fifteen years’ hard working, and proves
his life-long thinking and artistic ability, his cultural seeking in
grander scope, his various artistic ideas, his vain attempt to
challenge linguistic limit. [ discuss his artistic structure, his
creating of the protagonist Yin Di, his wild linguistic Utopian form
experiment, his style and etc, I define “Wu Mingshi’s Drafts” as
“poetic and philosophical” novel filled with linguistic sounds and
life fury. Its in ventive contribution to the contemporary literature

shall be fully affirmed and appreciated.
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