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FOREWORD
L

A fable is the most amazing form of literature
that is usually intended to teach a moral lesson
through an interesting story. It provides food for
thought and a multi-dimensional channel for the
reader to gain a better understanding of our so-
ciety and human life at large.

Around the sixth century B.C., the Indian fables,
Aesop’s fables and the Chinese fables emerged
as the most influential literature in the world. Be-
sides the above-mentioned three mainstream
fables of the world, this series of fables also in-
cludes a wide selection of interesting stories from
the later chronological periods such as ancient
Persian, Arabian and African collections.

These selected fables delve deeply into eth-
nic sentiment and wisdom as well as cultural




excellence, regardless of the origin of such stories.

Every reader will surely be enthralled by the fas-
cinating plots and exotic touch of the stories. Each
tale is accompanied by a true-to-life illustration
which helps to enhance the reader’s literary
appreciation.
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PREFACE
B

A fable is an interesting short story intended
to impart a philosophy of life or to tell a moral
lesson. Since time immemorial, most fables from
around the world have animals as their main char-
acters sharing humanly mind and sentiment. They
speak the human language and are as emotional
as you and |. _

Around the sixth century B.C. in India, a San-
skrit version of Panchatantra was believed to be
the earliest fables in our entire planet. Later, fables
from Aesop, La Fontaine, Lessing and Kriloff were
made known to the public in Greece, France, Ger-
many and Russia respectively. In the meantime, a
myriad of fabulous stories were rife in ancient
China during the Spring and Autumn period, and
the period of the Warring States. These fables
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were mostly published in the works of various

scholars. The more famous ones include Zhuang
Zhou, Meng Ke, Han Fei and so on. Many post-
Han dynasty fabulists had also come out with fan-
tastic stories which serve as a link between the
past and the future.

Despite their imaginative features, these an-
cient and modern fables from around the world
boast of being “the language of human wisdom”
as the storylines are practically true-to-life. The
fabulists often gain various experiences and les-
sons from our everyday life, pick up the most
typical ones, polish them up and turn them into
fabulous stories through personification,
exaggeration, bsymbolization, simile, metaphor
and other literary skills, providing the general au-
dience with well-intentioned guidance and prac-
tical advice. They serve to help us gain a better
understanding and management of everyday life,
including our words and deed:s.

As an effort to share various brilliant fabulous
masterpieces from around the world with our gen-
eral audience, Penerbit Arowana Sdn Bhd has com-
piled and published a series of books entitled




“World’s Great Fables”. Some of the most inter-

esting fables were painstakingly selected, rewrit-
ten in a simple style, and enhanced with lively and
attractive illustrations.

“World’s Great Fables” is a set of readers which
can be enjoyed by both the young and the old.

Heng Kay Song

lectuwrer
Department of Chinese Studies
University of Malaya
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Western Asia
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A Lioness and a Pair of Cubs
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A lioness in the jungle gave birth to a pair of lovely
cubs. One day, she left both her lovely sons alone while
she went off to look for food.

A hunter passing that way saw the pair of cubs and
used his bow and arrow to kill them. Then he removed
their skin, leaving behind the bodies of two little cubs.

After a while, when the lioness returned with some
food for her sons, she found only two little skinless
bodies. The lioness roared with great pain at her loss.

A fox heard her loud roar and quickly came to in-
quire about the source of her sorrow.




The lioness answered, “Look here, my two lovely
little sons, killed by a hunter. Their skin has been
stripped and their bodies left here. What could be a
sadder sight than this?”

The fox said, “Please calm down and view this mat-

ter from the point of justice. Put yourself in someone
else’s shoes. Today, the hunter gives you pain. But this
does not exceed the pain you give to others. All living
things in this world love their children. You kill their
children, they feel the pain. Now it is your turn to un-
derstand what it is like to be in such a situation. If we
plant melons we will get melons, and if we plant beans
we will get beans.”

H—REW, EEZKE, AETT X/
¥, EHEWE,

X, BRdSHIREY, ERITZILBEE
RE,

RIGE BN, RXERK, BRT XX/
F. EFSHE, BXHRNETEHSILT . HAR
TEXDNFREET, TR & EERS
g,

—& )L, BIWEHIANEYERT . ik HR



