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Preface

I still remember that when we began to set foot in the field of
environmental ethics in the late 1980s, few related articles could be found
in the library. Yet, in the recent decade, much progress has been made
on researches in environmental ethics in China. The rapid development of
it gives eloquent proof of one basic principle of dialectical materialism—the
need of practice is the greatest motive force of the development of theory.
The theory tree can be ever green only when it is rooted in the fertile field
of practice.

Some scholars have pointed out that there are two important aspects in
human civilization: the state of human beings’ mind and the state of the
natural environment. Of which, the former concerns man’s acceptance of
all species in the world and the latter concems the coexistence of human
beings and all other species.

Only when human beings accept all other species can we multiply and
coexist with them on this planet. Now, in this new century, when five
billion people live together in the world, it becomes even more important for
us to learn how to coexist with others and with the whole nature. First, we
should always be grateful to the nature for the shelter and food it serves us.
Second, we should feel penitent for our ignorance and arrogance which
nearly brings the nature to the edge of devastation. Third, we must hold
nature in great reverence and follow the natural law. It’ s of vital
importance for us to remember that despising the natural law will surely
result in the nature’s taking revenge on us. Finally, we must understand
that compared. with the long history of the nature, the history of human
being is really too short a period; compared with the profound wisdom of
nature, the wisdom of human being is really too superficial. So, keep
modest while we are facing the nature, leam to be clever pupils and good
descendants of the nature as well.
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3 Thus, the gist and the main task of environmental ethics is to respect
: and improve diversity of culture and nature as well as to cultivate the idea
of accepting all species and to advance the theory of coexistence.

The Research Institute of Ethics of Hunan Normal University is one of
the institutes which began to study environmental ethics at a very early
time. In 2001, it planned to publish a series of books on environmental
ethics. We have carefully studied it in western and Chinese philosophy and
we have also tried to make use of as much of the fruits as possible in our
books so that the readers will have a comprehensive study of this subject.
To our great joy, we have finished the job within two years. We feel
honored to undertake such a task and hope it will make contribution to the
construction of the science of environmental ethics and be helpful to carry
out the national policy of environment protection.

Liu Xiangrong
Nov., 2003
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Foreword

In the 1980’s, environmental ethics (or ecological ethics) began to
arouse people’s attention, and now it has become a rather mature subject as
one branch of ethics with definite ideological tendency, specific system of
categories and relatively distinct boundary of concemns.

While in retrospect, it became clear to us that this trend of thought
has developed with doubts and controuversy over it. Once the
environmental ethics appeared, people began to dispute whether it could
exist or not and whether is was going out of the bounds of the ethical
theories and falling into the falsehood of naturalism.

Later, there were disputes centering on the theoretical foundation of
environmental ethics, should it be anthropocentrism or anti-
anthropocentrism? Besides these, theoreticians also paid great attention to
and approach some concepts and propositions of the subject such as the
“natural value”, “natural rights” and “ecological justice” .

We can analyse this phenomenon from two aspects.

Firstly, environmental ethics has developed a lot during these years,
yet, it is still improper to say it is completely mature. What’s more, the
emergence of this subject is brought by the need of solving practical social
problems rather than the need of theoretical transition. So, there are a lot
of theoretical enclaves to explore and theoretical gaps to fill.

Secondly, the disputes and controversies just represent the vigor and
life of this subject for disputes are always the most important factors in
averting rigid thinking. Moreover, the 'wide-ranging content of “ecology”
or “environment” has also become the focus of theoretical development, so
more fresh ideas are needed to feed into this subject.

It was ten years ago that I began to studay environment ethics.
Though I have never got involved in this kind of theoretical disputes, I
have been paying close attention to every step in its development and doing

2
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M | my best in the study of it. In my first book, Ecological Ethics (Hunan

% | Normal University Press, 1992), I have advanced the basic framework of
! environmental ethics—one starting point, two comerstones and three
standards. The starting point refers to the foundamental criterion which can
be applied to judge the reasonability of the association between humanity
and the nature, and it must be the overall interest of human beings. The
two cornerstones refer to the standpoints of natural value and of natural
rights, without these comerstones, environmental ethics is unable to find
its foothold. And the three standards are reasonable manufacturing,
rational consumption and birth control.

Although the world is always changing and theories are always
advancing, this framework is still quite helpful to solve some problems in
this field. On the other hand, it certainly is incomplete which should be
developed and expanded further.

This book is what I have gained from my study of environmental ethics
in recent years. I hope it can make contribution to the protection of our
environment. Also, it is inevitable that there’re shortcomings and mistakes
in it, suggestions for improvement will be gratefully received.

In this new century, it is of vital importance for humanity to
undertake the responsibility to defend the idea of coexistence of humanify
and nature so as to realize the conciliation between humanity and nature.
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