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ABSTRACT

The typology analysis of the early stage Confucian thought has
made a breach in the study of Confucian thought. Since the early
stage Confucian thought is basically characterized by mutual assimi-
lation of ethics and politics, it should be analyzed and understood in
light of the orientation of the history and theory of ethical politics.

The mutual assimilation of ethics and politics has been accom-
plished step .by step by Kongzi,  Mengzi, Xunzi and Dongzhongshu.
Kong affirms the inter-relation of ethics and politics, Meng takes an
ethical view of politics, Xun gives a political interpretation of ethics
and finally, Dong completes—merging ethics andqulitics in accor-
dance with the system of Heaven. o

The thought of the ethical politics of early stége Confucianism
opens up around four themes. First, the relation between Heaven
and Man is reéarded as the ultimate foundation. Second, it regards
the human nature of Good or Evil as its virtue evidence. Third, it
portrays the political ideal as one who dominates by his saintly vir-
tue. Forth, the rule of virtue with punishment as supplement is con-
sidered the essence of the institution of ethical politics. As a result
based on the theory of the ethical poliﬁcs, an embryo of the whole
Confucian system was formed.

The theory of the ethical politics of early stage Confucianism
has far-reaching influence on the history of thought and politics in
China. Itis a type of special political culture and differ from the
politics as “the rule of law” in the western history. But in modern

times, it is undergoing deconstruction and reconstruction.
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