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Preface

An Elementary Course is the basic part of Meeting in China . The teaching aim of this
part is to help students to master tones, simple or compound vowels of Putonghua (of the
Chinese language) , the phonetic variations in the language flow, and the basic strokes,
components and proper writing of Chinese characters. The main contents include the sys-
tem of the phonetic structures and the basic knowledge of Chinese characters. An approp-
riate amount of everyday spoken Chinese is used to achieve the dual teaching aim.

Approximately 40-60 class hours (for reference only) shall be required to complete
the teaching of this stage. The users, according to their own needs, may make adjust-
ments .

The textbook is compiled in accordance with the following guidelines:

1. To enhance the adaptability to overseas teaching

According to the actual teaching situation of foreign countries featured by shorter
school terms and fewer class hours per week, full consideration to the rules of the giving
phonetic structures of the phonetic teaching contents are arranged progressively. Emphasis
is also placed on the teaching of such basic knowledge as the strokes, components and
combination of Chinese characters, and a great number of reading exercises are offered.

Rich teaching contents are offered, considering the different teaching methods used
in foreign countries. Besides regular teaching, vocational teaching, self-study and Inter-
net instructions are also offered. The textbook is designed to apply the various teaching
methods, while catering to the individual needs of the students. The textbook therefore al-
lows for more flexibility in terms of the contents, difficulty and quantity of the teaching
materials to strengthen its adaptability .

2. To correctly handle the relationship between the teaching of single phonemes and
language flow.

Individual training of the static initials, finals and tones are an indispensable part to

master phonemes and tones. In spite of the tone changes in syllabic succession, the mas-
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tery of the tone types and values of single syllables facilitates pronouncing syllables in
succession ; therefore a solid foundation must be laid in the early stage of study. “Lan-
guage flow teaching” is not intended to enable students to speak in sentences at an early
stage. Since the so-called “language flow” does not simply refer to the spoken language
and sentences in communication, the teaching of it, accordingly, does not mean to teach
from single syllables directly to sentences, but is a process through the multi-layered
polysyllabic combinations. Once in a syllabic combination, a syllable would enter a dy-
namic phonetic environment, i. e., the language flow. For example, the disyllabic com-
bination, which shows the basic tone types of Chinese, constitutes the basis of the tone
while the training of the polysyllabic combination provides the phonetic transition for the
sentence realization. “Language flow” emphasizes teaching pronunciation in a dynamic
context on the basis of static phonemes and syllables. It is more demanding than simply
teaching monosyllables, ard is more in conformity to the actual characteristics of the pro-
nuncition and tones of the Chinese language.

3. To strengthen the teaching of Chinese characters

The elementary teaching materials are designed to offer students the basic knowledge
of both phonetics and characters. The corpus selection is based on both phonetics and
characters, which are both organically integrated and characterized by their own systems,
respectively. Teachers may therefore use this textbook to teach characters and phonetics
simultaneously, or may teach them separately.

With the above guidelines in mind, we have set the following principles for
compilation;

1. Grouping the initials and finals

Initials and finals in An Elementary Course are divided into four groups: The sylla-
bles with the sounds other than i, u and u as the finals or as part of them, the syllables
with i as the finals or the finals beginning with i, syllables ending in u or the finals begin-
ning with u, and the syllables with u, and syllables with u as the finals or the finals be-
ginning with u. (The four categories of thyming vowels are served as a foreshadowing) .
The initials are grouped according to their positions of articulation. The notes of pronunci-
ation mainly refer to the Drills and Quizzes in Mandarin Chinese Pronunciation compiled

and written by Jing-hen Sheng Ma.
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2. Teaching from phonemes to syllables, then to sentences

Included in the words and phrases of the texts, phonemes appear in syllables closely
combined with the four tones, enabling the students to grasp the phonemes and find the
correct tones. Phonetic materials of disyllabic succession, with the terms in the current
text as the mainstay, mainly the featuring words in the texts, help the students to realize
the initial transition form syllables to language flow. Care is taken to ensure that the vari-
ous combinations of initials, finals and tones are taken into account in the language flow
drills, and attention is paid to the necessary repetitions of the words and phrases. The
polysyllabic succession second-phase transition from syllables to language flow, takes the
phrases that constitute the sentences of the texts as the major phonetic materials. The
mastery of these phrases will pave the way for speaking in complete sentences through
combinations (i.e., from static to dynamic), the organic integration for phonetic teaching
and spoken sentences will be realized. Most of the words in this book are Grade-A words
in the Outline, and a total of 75 sentences are to be learned.

3. Teaching the shapes and structures of Chinese characters at various levels

Chinese characters are composed at three levels: Strokes, components and the whole
characters, which are all essential in teaching Chinese, of which components are the
core, and should be strengthened in teaching. Incorporating the research results of Chi-
nese characters, the textbook emphasizes teaching components, offering the specific writ-
ing drills. It also provides the structural analyses of the components, together with the
classification and exemplification of the characters sharing the identical components to
help the students master the structural rules of Chinese characters.

An Elementary Course covers 160 Chinese characters. The exercises are integrated
with reading, writing and use of characters. Due attention has been paid to increase the
repetitions of the characters when the students study new words after learning the charac-
ters, so as to help them review those already learnt.

The Textbook is accompanied with An Elementary Workbook and An Elementary
Workbook on Chinese Characters to assist the students in learning phonetics and Chinese
characters.

The style of An Elementary Course , which consists of 10 lessons, is as follows:

Phonetics and drills: This part shows the initials and finals of the lesson. The exer-
cises on tones, disyllables and multisyllables, combined with the new words and phrases

of the lesson, lay a foundation for the transition to sentences.

X



Text: It presents daily conversations, whose new words cover the initials, finals and
tones of the lesson. Through the conversation part, the final transition from monosyllables
to language flow has been realized.

Phonetics: It introduces the essentials of pronunciation and compare the similarities
and dissimilarities of the articulation points and methods in groups.

Notes on Chinese characters and the exercises: This part introduces the strokes,
stroke orders, components and their combination methods. The students are required to
recognize and read all the Chinese characters of the lesson at three levels—the strokes,
components and whole characters, and master the “four basic elements” mentioned
above.

Although An Elementary Course is designed to serve as the foundation of the elemen-
tary stage of the course of study, it can be used independently to help students study and

improve pronunciation.
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XEIRIE Key Words

1. btk (%) 28&ijf North Pole
2. % ( ﬁ“ ) zui most

3. %5 () tébié particular
4. KR (Bh) Zudyou about
5.t (al) ) extremely
6. & (E) héi dark

7. 8 (4 li away from
8. B CED yoOushi sometimes
9. % (%) guang light



£ % Proper Nouns
1. Vi Mo Heé name of a place
2. BEF W Eludsi Russia, name of a country

¥ EA Grammar

1. &%

AAERARMAXEE, R RER., MEEAREER, R E—&
BT, “+BARHAEMR + AR —, R+ BEA"®RA HE
“Bid + 5 RABEEFE

It can be used either before or after an adjective to indicate a high level. When used
after an adjective, it is generally followed with “ T "o The usages of “f& + adjective” is
the same with those of “TR + adjective”, and “#% + adjective” can also be put after
“verb + 187 to indicate a very high level.

Bl: (1) BF6ABBALEL ZENRALFMRAE,

(2) —= AR X EZRA,
(3) MR, B L EFHEMR,

2. #
Bllia), R E R % 3h 1A B R s im i .
Adverb, used before verbs such as “J&" for emphasis.
Bl. (1) Ty AL(E) KT #o
(2) XAt AA 6 A et i (F)AME”,
(3) X (#h) R HRAEM EIE

3. 5%
AERRIAGE, RR R EOET, TRREZ TR FRREIRARRR
It is used after a numeral-classifier compound to indicate more or less than the num-
ber that the compound denotes.
. (1) BF6 A28 AL, XLHAXTRMRA,
Q) KEZATALLENTE,
(3) HRARNEEARZI,



% 3] Exercises

—. RAICMAYELEHM Vocabulary and Syntactic Structures
1. At TR F Complete the sentences with “8%” or “#h T ”.
() Ao , AR PRAALENEE AES s
(2) #FHEX _ #
(3) A FANFHETHE o
(4) #3843 o RAAERZRIHT,

2. #%#  Choose the best answer.

(1) RAT JRIERE THA R,
A. A S B. A% 8t
(2) XxaeBi AWM FT , RELERKFHE,
A. =2+ 3% B. =+4%%
(3) #fi—ARLET 0
A. ZAMRAEE B. A5=AH

3. AR B R VEEEMA T
Complete the sentences with “HHf” ,“B-” or “HH .

(1) AEH—FEZHMEMLELE, K L EARK,
Q) A—AEHZBHEEZwR, -K B HERE,
B)R—ANERMRAF—HRELML, —4 A,

Z.H®FTIRX,M% S Finish the following exercises after reading the text.
1. BR4ss, 28 H( )o
A. EAFPEE L B. €AY HE & LMK HF
C. ERAHRLBLRREGONF D ERXAFRLIG—AWF

2. EMMERRLELH? ()
A.BEREAESAMATFL B, SERTUEIZEM AL
C. #F L HRGRPHRE D. #X QX AKRBA I



3.RBARXE  RBAA( ) o

A, BT e A B. X LK %%
C. bk D. & FfHE
4. “BA"ZH( ) o :
A. HHF 12A23BXX B. L¥ L EXEMHXERF
C. TFEZEEXH#RETHHER D. X RA D)2

-----------------------------------
”

"
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“EORARTIEEFEMEL  ETERERKNEH . EREEE 4000 ZXHELWL.

Lk RBEEEIL, INBEREAARLEN. EEARMEXREFR BRI EEXD
B-BER,REBREKN, NEEE,FUBENARB TN, BAMA KL
HBE .

STHEL, FESANRL, RMNBEIVNE-ITHMREXBELN KX LR
B, XEFHLCEBERKAAET, FEE+aoEE. RENHBEE Rk, 8
UEEEZEET. XMMABK S 2R , FHilhA AR BEMNERMELL 2K
F 50 B4,

FESE R K BRI AR, AT LA KRB L, REAE L B K,
EXEAHAT T ROMHUA—FBHE. FHES-HAFNER B8 —%
ZWKE, SBRBRTHRELUIN, BHEHKR, E—1EWHNHT.

(FH (B R)FEBXHKT , £ 315 F)

X@iAIE Key Words

1. &3 (%) péndi basin

2. A% (4) shitou stone, rock
3.8 (3h) pd to pave

4. B (FB) rudn soft, tender
5. B (%) ha lake

6. th (%) yén salt

7. i (3) zhi to make

8. A& G%E) zhlydo so long as



