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When Caroline Meeber got on the afternoon train for

Chicago, she had only four dollars in money. It was in Au-
gust,1889. She was eighteen years of age, clever, timid,
and young.

There was always the next station, where one might
get down and return. However, there was the great city.
She stared at the green field,now passing quickly before
her,and guessed what Chicago might be.

When a girl leaves her home at eighteen, she does
one of two things. Either she falls into saving hands and
becomes better,or she quickly accepts the virtue stand-
ard of big city and becomes worse. In such a big city,
there is no possibility to keep the balance. Simple young
people didn't know what big cities were. Their beauty , like
music,too often relaxes, then weakens, then do harm to
them.
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Caroline was lovingly called Sister Carrie by the fam-
ily,and she was not mature in its power of observation
and analysis. Self -~ interest with her was high, but not
strong. However, it was her main character. Warm with
the fancies' of youth, possessed of a nice figure and an
eye full of certain native infelligence* ,she was a good ex-
ample of the middle American class. Books were out of
her interest - knowledge a closed book. She was still not
so beautiful, yet she was interested in her‘beauty,quick
to understand the pleasures of life, eager to get material
things. A half - equipped little knight' she was,goinga-
round the large city and dreaming wild dreams.

“That,”said a voice in her ear,“is one of the pretti-
est little place in Wisconsin * . ~

“lIs it?” she answered nervously.

For some time she had sensed a man behind. She
felt him observing her hair. She was afraid of that,but he
was brave and attractive, she answered.

He put his arm upon the back of her seat and con-
tinued his pleasant talk.

“Yes,that is a great place for Chicago people. The
hotels are great. You are not familiar with this part of the
country,are you?"

“Oh,yes,l am, "answered Carrie. “That is, | iive at
Columbia City. | have never been through here, though. *

“And so this is your first visit to Chicago, ~he said.

“1 didn't say that, " she said.

“Oh,” he answered, in a very pleasing way, “|
thought you did. ”

To Carrie,he was really attractive. You may be sure
that she remembered all his goodness at her first
glance.
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