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I r e fac e Beijing is a world-renowned ancient cultural city with a his-

tory of more than 3000 vears, and it used to be the capital for Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and

Qing Dwwnasties in succession while numerous precious historical Telic sites on showcas-
ing Chinese Civilization remained. With the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
Beijing, as the capital of the new Republic, has since developed itself into the nation’s
political and coltural center as well as international exchange hub. Due to the great changes
that tock place in the past half century, Beijing has become a metropolis with world wide
reputation. During this period, we accumulated a great deal of precious experiences, and
acquired many lessons. I believe that these factors will be the valuable fortune for us to
keep moving on.

With two-year efforts, organized and conipiled by Beijing Municipal City Planning
Commission(BMCPC), Beijing Municipal Institute of City Planning and Designing and
Beijing Dongyihie Culture Exchange Center, BeE:'ing: The Notable Historical and Cul-
turaf City series will be published by the Beijing Publishing House. With the historic areas
in Beijing old city as the main clue, this series of books, featuring refined and vivid words
and pictures, show us the past and today of the city construction of Beijing from the angle
of city planning, moreover, explore the organic combination of traditional culture and
modern life. This is of great significance, and I feel 50 pleased about this wonderful
achievernent!

As the 2008 Olympic Games is cfrawing near, I'm deeply convinced that this extraor-
dinary senes will increasingly draw attentions of readers from home and abroad, which
help them acqui/m‘an in-depth understanding of Beijing as well as experience the unique
charm of Beijing.

Hou Renzhi

June, 2004
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