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PREFACE

Using couplet, calligraphy and horizontal inscription
as a means of decoration is one of the remarkable chara-
cteristics of Chinese architecture.

In the time of Song and Yuan dynasty, the number’ of
private gardens in cities increased rapidly with the deve-
lopment of the city economy, and the layodt of the garden
also tended to completion, From that time, in order to
raise the taste of scenery, the owner of the garden began
to use couplet, calligraphy and horizontal inscription deco-
rating their buildings,

After Yuan and Ming dynasty, both form and content
of couplet, calligraphy and horizontal inscription came to
mature. From then on, this traditional ornament of classic
garden, and also the antique literature form have been
established.

Yu garden, built in Ming dynasty, was a famous clas-
sic garden in South China at the time. Since Qian Rong
years, Ching dynasty it has been converted into Shanghai
City Temple’s garden. After that, it has been occupied by
more than twenty communities as their community halls.
So,Yu gardenis also a witness of Shanghai’s history. Now,
there are more than hundred pieces of couplets, colligra-

phies and horizontal inscriptions in the Yu garden, Most of
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them were from the well-known artists, Study of these
tasteful words when you wander about the garden would

certainly give you more pleasure in your, visiting,
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