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A New, “very High Tech
Computer Virus

I received an unusual call from a
Mr. Fred Hankel of Fargo, North Dakota this
morning. Mr. Hankel was highly agitated and
after hearing his long and involved story, I
was moved to pass on this condensed sum-
mary to all who might be interested:

Mr. Hankel reports, and I have no
grounds for doubting, that a computer virus
invaded his system from a bingo game he
purchased in mid - October. The virus acti-
vated at 11:00 A. M yesterday and promptly
melted his power supply and main board. As
he reached for the power switch to turn off
the machine, the virus blasted a perfectly
circular hole in the front panel of his AT
clone and left a three — foot oval scorch mark
on the back wall of his den.

I had not heard of this virus before and
felt that an alert might be in order. Anyone
experiencing similar symptoms should con-
tact us immediately.

Thank you.
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The Hero

“Fire! Fire!” What terrible words to
hear when one wakes up in a strange house
in the middle of the night! It was a large,
old, wooden house — the sort that burns
beautifully — and my room was on the top
floor. I jumped out of bed, opened the door
and stepped out into the passage. It was full
of thick smoke.

I began to run, but as I was still only
half - awake, instead of going towards the
stairs I went in the opposite direction. The
smoke grew thicker and I could see flames
all around. The floor became hot under my
bare feet. I found an open door and ran into
a room to get to the window, but before I
could reach it, one of my feet caught in
something soft and I fell down. The thing I
had fallen over felt like a bundle of clothes,
and I picked it up to protect my face from
the smoke and heat. Just then the floor gave
way under me and I crashed to the floor be-
low with pieces of burning wood all around
me.

I saw a flaming doorway in front, put
the bundle over my face and ran. My feet
burned me terribly, but I got through. As I

reached the cold air outside, my bundle of
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clothes gave a thin cry. I nearly dropped it
in my surprise. Then I saw a crowd gathered
in the street. A woman in a nightdress and a
borrowed man’ s coat screamed as she saw
me and came running madly.

“My baby! My baby!” she cried. The
crowd cheered wildly as she took the
smoke—blackened bundle out of my arms. I
had some difficulty in recognizing her. She

was the Mayor s wife, and I had saved her

baby,I was a hero!




