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Prologue

I would like to thank my mother, Dr. Wei Liu and my father,
Dr. Changzhen Gong, for their encouragement and help.
Without them, I don’t think that I could have written this
book. I would like to express my appreciation to Ms. Elise



Garafola, who helped me edit the English version of this book.

The adventures in this book are the places I visited between
the ages of five and twelve. All of these experiences are real.
The twenty —one episodes that I have written about are the
most unforgettable of their kinds. Through my travels to these
places , I have experienced the true United States. Not only did
I enjoy the fun of these trips, I also learned about American
history and nature, culture and art, science and technology
through these adventures.

Of these adventures, the immense Grand Canyon, the "world’s
playground" Orlando, the ever-so sunny Florida beach, ex-
traordinary New York City, exciting Los Angeles, beautiful
Hawaii, unique Chicago, and the grand Niagara Falls a-
mazed, astounded and inspired me most of all.

I am glad to share these exciting adventures with you
through this book.
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The Big Apple City:
New York
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The year was 1998. | was very happy when my dad told
me that we were going to spend Independence Day in New
York. After weeks of planning, my dad and | were finally arriving
in New York—the Big Apple City. It is the largest and busiest
city in the United States—-a city that never sleeps.



"Why New York City is called the 'Big Apple?” | asked my
dad on the plane.

"It's called the Big Apple because in 1909, a book called
The Wayfarer in New York used a metaphor about New York.
The book said, 'New York was merely one of the fruits of that
great tree whose roots go down in the Mississippi Valley, and
whose branches spread from one ocean to the other---But the
big apple New York gets a disproportionate of national sap.' So,
New York was a big apple in the metaphor, and people have

gone on calling it that." My dad said.
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Statue of Liberty

After leaving our luggage at the
hotel, we headed to the Statue of
Liberty.

The Statue of Liberty is 305 feet
high and is an American symbol.
It was a present from France. We
took a ferryboat to the island
where the Statue of Liberty
stood. From the ferry, I could see
the magnificent, eye-catching
monument. When one looks at
the monument from far away, it
seems to rocks back and forth
with the waves of the sea. Up
close, it looks as if it moves with
the clouds. The Lady of Liberty
holds the torch of freedom, fac-

ing the boundless Atlantic Ocean.

The Liberty Island was crowded
but quiet. It was a tradition for
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visitors come to the Statue of Lib-
erty on the Independence Day.
The green grass was like a cush-
ion. Maple trees, oak trees, and
evergreens towered into the
clouds. Willow trees stroked the
visitors' faces with a breeze from
the sea. It was a island of free-

dom. It was a land of vitality.

My dad and I wanted to go to the
crown, but it was closed for con-
struction. Shucks! On the way to
the top of the base, which was the
farthest we could go, I counted
how many steps there were. I
think we went one fourth of the
Statue of Liberty's 354 steps.
When we got back down from the
Statue of Liberty,we took some
pictures of the Statue of Liberty,
but my favorite thing there was
the food. Their fried chicken

was so crispy outside and
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The Tallest Towers

The next day, we went to the twin
towers of the World Trade Cen-
ter.Before entering the center of
finance and trade, we looked at
the World Trade Center from the
ground. It seemed as if the other
buildings formed a plain, and the
World Trade Center came out of
the ground to soar ever so high
above the other buildings. Stand-
ing at 110 stories,the World
Trade Center was New York's
highest tower. We went to the
107th story, which is the exhibi-
tion floor. From up there, New
York looked like a busy city in
miniature. The cars and people
looked like ants far below. Since
it was a clear day, I used my
binoculars to see the Bronx Riv-
er, the Queens Territory, and
New Jersey.

Facing north, I saw the Empire
State Building, Rockefeller Cen-



