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VER so many years ago, in the dim ages of prehistoric times, this

country of England was tacked on to the Continent of Europe, and

enormous lizards—strange creatures with great wings—flew over
the land and bathed in the waters of what is now the river Thames.
These wonderful creatures were the real live dragons of olden days.

But something happened to this world of ours: there was a big up-
heaval of the crust of the earth, and Great Britain and Ireland suddenly
became islands with silver seas surrounding them. Then we come down
to the time when the wild boar, the wolves, and huge deer roamed the
dense forests of these countries—when the people hunted and fought

with one another, a hardy race and barbarous, but a race that was also
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full of a strange and beautiful imagination. Their poets and story-tellers
wove wonderful tales of magic and demons, and bewitched princes and
princesses, and these tales were handed down by word of mouth from
generation to generation. All the colour and adventure of the stories of
the Far East are not more marvellous, picturesque, and poetic than the
legends of England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland.

Then came the time when some there were who could read and
write, and the strange tales were written down, and books were made,
books upon books.

And now, to-day, when nearly all are able to read, we have these
old stories, dating back for centuries, served up in a form enchanting to
behold, with beautiful pictures as an accompaniment to delight us, and
make us marvel at the doings and imaginings of those who dwelt in

these beautiful lands long before you and I came to live upon the earth.
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“THEY CAME TO A CAVE BY THE SEA.

From “Diarmuid and Grania.”
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"INSTEAD OF THE FOUR CHILDREN, WHAT DID SHE BEHOLD?
From “The Children of Lir."
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“GIVE ME LEAVE TO BE YOUR SUITOR.
From “The Prince of Dyfed.”
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“"THE LADY UNCOVERED HER FACE."”
From “The Loathly Lady and the Gallant Knight.”
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“"EMER REACHED THE DOOR FIRST.
From “The Champion’s Portion.”
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“SHE FOUND EVERYTHING AS IT SHOULD BE.”
From “Taliesin.”
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“THE LADY OF LOGH AWE."
From “The Token.”
CEFHERBEAELHRA, T
“1E s E

:

s




“"HE MARRIED A LADY OF HIGH BIRTH.”

From “The Story of Gameiyn.”
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