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RARE STONES FROM MOUNT TAISHAN

INTRODUCTION

Man and ape - man are distinguished by manufacturing stone artifacts,

The history of Mount Taishan originates from stone, and the culture related to Mount
Taishan has been written about based on Mount Taishan crags and rocks.

S0 many common people have had a great longing for stones from Mount Taishan,
emperors dreamt of stones from Mount Taishan, and so many legends have grown up around
stones from Mount Taishan over the past 5,000 years.

The 7,000 stone steps leading up to the top of the Mount are engraved with painstaking
efforts of the labouring people in their millions, war cries of numerous patriots of lofty ideals
and integrity, and songs in praise of scaling for ever.

Hymns of Lu in the Book of Songs praises Mount Taishan as “Lofty 15 Mount Taishan
looked up to from Lu state.”Loftiness means myriads of crags and cliffs rising one higher
than another that have indelibly engraved on the memory of those who have ascended Mount
Taishan.

Mythie are stones of Mount Taishan,

At Moshan Hill in the north of Mount Taishan there used to be a unique range of stones
as was proved by historical writings:"There are huge crags and rocks around, and loud eries
and echoes are heard at night.” Like ranges of crags and rocks in French Brittany and in the
Hongshan Culture in China's northeast, they constitute a place where ancient people prayed
to and communicated with heavten, as has been verified by anthropologists
representative ruins of Waorld Sone Culture. In the eyves of ancients, Mount han crags
were intelligent. Writings such as “The Xia Dynasty (c.2lst c.l6th century B.CO will
perish, and Mount Taishan crags cry and weep”, "Huge crags i Mount Taishan start
burning on their own, and that signifies the Han Dynasty (206 B.C AD220) 1= perishing”
are found here and there in history books. When the Chinese First Emperor and emperors of
the succeeding Han Dynasty (206 B.C.——A. D 220) offered sacrifices to heaven and earth on
Mount Taishan, they prayed to a rock that was vast and flat, 33 feet in circumference. They
believed crags and rocks on the Mount would ensure their social stability and grant peace to
their people.

After the Tang Dynasty (618—907) and the Song Dynasty (960-1279), tablets made of
Mount Taishan rock began to be popular among the populace. In the country in Shanxi,
Hebei, Henan, Shandong, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Fujian and Guangdong provinces, stone tablets
mscribed with Matchless is the Stone from Mount Taishan was placed facing street corners,
for people believed tablets made of Mount Taishan rock could ward off evil spirits, stem off
disasters and ensure peace for them. Worshipping such stone tablets evolved into a folk
custom, and such stone tablets can still be found in the country in North China. Such a
costum has also spread to the Chinese in Southeast Asian countries and other countries. For
instance, a muscum in Kyoto, Japan, keeps such a stone tablet unearthed from Okinawa,
Japan.

Today, overseas Chinese with grev or snow  white hair are often seen to he solemnly
picking up a stone on Mount Taishan, take it home by crossing oceans and seas and enshrine
it on the altar at home. So stone from Mount Taishan has become an object in which they
place their love for the motherland.

Magnificent are stones from Mount Taishan,

Mount Taishan lay deep in the vast sea about 2.5 billion years ago. Changes in the carth’s
crust brought up Mount Taishan. Tempered by fire from the earth’s core and by changeable
weather over the past hundreds of millions of years, crags and rocks of Mount Taishan came
to be magnificent and multi - coloured.
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Mount Taishan is chiefly composed of granite and has rich reserves of jade stone,
trilobite stone, stone for appreciation and Mai Fan stone. Crags and stones from Mount
Taishan are hard in texture, close in structure and are of various grains. They are chiefly in
red, green, yellow, brown, white and black colours, and are shiny and smooth and their
grains are fascinating, More than 200 crags for appreciation and enjovment are loeated here
and there on Mount Taishan, such as Red Gate Stone, Black Stone, Drunken in  Heart
Stone, Try  the  Sword Stone, Tiger Stone, Dragon  Grain Stone, Celestinl - Peact
Arhat Stone, Eagle Stone Gully, Tortoise Stone:

Stone,
Jutting — out — into - the Sea Stone, Top
Stone, Try - the  Heart Stone, Father in Law Stone. Elephant Trunk Stone, Bazalt Stone,
Silver  Ingot Stone, Camel Stone, Pig Stone, Sire Long Stone and Grandpa - and - Grandzon
Stone

Unlike the south of the Yangtze River where rivers wind like green ribbans, and hills
and mountains stand high like green jade, Mount Taishan is characterized by lofty crags and
rocks, green pine trees growing on eliffs, and people derive from them a sense of tranguillity,
solemnity and majesty.

Profound are stone from Mount Taishan.
= “Lofty is Mount Taishan, but it 15 not made up of a single rock,” said Yan Ying, prime
EZHER " e ) o sl v
minister of Qi state in the Spring and Autumn Period (770 476 B.C.). He exhorted people
that to administer affairs of the state well, many people firm, tenacious and noble like Mount
Taishan were needed, and the great historian of the Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C. -AD.24)
Szuma Chien said, “Though death befalls all men alike, it may be weightier than Mount
Taishan or hghter than a feature” in praise of the spirit of taking death calmly for one’s
country. A man of letters of the Song Dynasty(960 1279 Ouvang Xiu said of Mount Taishan
Scholars looked up to as Mount Taishan is looked up to” in praise of preat character
Living in the world one must be as noble as Mount Taishan, and as firm as Mount Taishan
rock.

A jade plate 1 a sea of clouds

After Confucius ascended Mount Taishan, men of lTetters such as Cao Zhi, Li Bai, Du Fu,
Su Dongpo, Yuan Haowen, Dang Huiying, Tang Zhongmian all ascended Mount Taishan
where they prased crags and rocks and expressed their high aspirations, giving profound
cultural implications to Mount Talshan crags and rocks. Almost all our classic novels such as
Cutlaws of the Marsh, Journey to the West, Three Kingdoms, Strange Stories from o Chinese
Studio, the Golden Lotus contain descriptions about Mount Taishan, and few hills or
mountains in China or elsewhere in the world enjoy such a position as Mount Taishan has
enjoyved.

For thousands of years allusions such as as weighty as Mount Taishan, as peaceful as
Mount Taishan and as firm as Mount Taishan have spread far and wide across China and
they constitute a component part of Chinese culture. That Mount Taishan crags and rocks
would rather destroy themselves than bend and their spirit of remaining steadfast and
unyielding have been inspiring offsprings of the Chinese nation in their efforts for national
prosperity. People look up to and praise Mount Taishan and place their hopes and
inspirations in Mount Taishan stones. The Monument to the People's Heroes and foundation
stones of Mausoleum for Mao Zedong at Tian'anmen Sguare in Beijing were built of granite
from Mount Taishan, signifyving that the people’s leader and heroes died as weighty as Mount
Taishan., Our revolutionary ploneer L1 Dazhao's grave in Hebei, the grave for Lei Feng in
Hunan and graves for revolutionary martyrs at Longhua in Shanghai were all built of stones
from Mount Taishan, signifying that people praise them for the great spirit of dedicating
their lives to the nation as lofty as Mount Taishan and as eternal as Mount Taishan.

A great deal has been written in praise of Mount Taishan and its crags and rocks.

Possibly you have ascended the 7000 steps and enjoyed the fascinating scenes all along
the way. Possibly you once stood on the Stone Jutting out into the Sea, watching the
splendid sunrise on top of Mount Taishan. When you have gone through this collection,
Mount Taishan will present itself as a new picture and a new scene,
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A divine dragon from Mount Taishan
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The Yellow River seen like a golden nibbon
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A dragon out of water
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Two dragons play with a pearl
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China has had a long history of appreciating ornamantal stones

The Book of Songs savs, "Ornamental stones catch the fancy of people.” Brides in the state of
G would present their bridegrooms with ornamental stones at wedding ceremonies. In their social
contact, scholars and gentlemen of the state of Qin would “present ornamental stones 1in return for
flowering -~ quince fruit.”

The Book of Hills and Seas records tenz of Chinese ornamental and rare stones in pre - Gin {221

207 B.C.) days, such as jasper of Mount Taishan, musical stones, veined stones and cooling stones,

ete. Different 1n texture and colour, they serve cither as decorations on desks or as dress ornaments
or toys. Kanzi tells the story of a man in the state of Song, who “got a trilobite stone east of Wutai
and treasured it up. When hiz neighbours heard about it thev called to have a look.” Thiz story
gives a glimpse of folk collection and love for ornamental stones in those days.
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The Bixia aurora
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Strawberries
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Flowers
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Breasts
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Scenery in @ mountain village
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An exguisite stone
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The red sun rises in the east

(9] mFE

The only graceful peak
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A light = coming — through — the
hill
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A bunch of grapes
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Layer upon layer of peaks
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Fossil wood
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Survivals of a bamboo grove
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A mult - layer rock
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Sedimentary rock
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A pearl
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On his official mission to what is now Xinjiang and Central
Asia, Zhang Qian of the Han Dynastyi206 B.C. AD. 2200 meked
up a stone on the bank of the Tainhe River. He showed it to
Dongfang Shuo, who asked, "How did yvou get the stone that
supports the loom of the Girl Weaver in heaven: ~ Obviously,
Dongfang Shuo was trving to show off his erodition. Anvwhy, that
Lhang (Han brought the stone thousands of miles to Changan
shows admiring ornamental stones was very popular in the Han
Diynasty.

In the Tang Dynasty, there was “by the Jinpang Bridge in
Hangzhou a scholar named Zhou, who sold ten - DNavoured
dumplings. He would keep over a hundred veined cobbles
withfigures like flying birds, running animals, flowers,
plants, clouds, phoenixes, monks and Taoist priests
in a white container with water in, and people
often gathered round him to admire their be-
auty.” It s very smart indeed to attract
customers by displaying ornamental
stones. In his Sory of Tache
Lake Stones, Bai Juyi, one of
best poets in the Tang D
nasty, wrote, "The present
prime  mimster s highly
keen on stones. I one ca-
ters to this taste of his, he
will very likely be put 1in an
important  position.” Love
for stones both among the u
common people and in the
roval court was very
popular.
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The Archway of Da Temple
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The commuon snapdragon
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A beast with lace up
210 ¥
A monastery hall way up the hill
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A diagram of cosmological scheme
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Avise
24 5p

An cpg
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Five  tone stong
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O long vovage
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Penetrahle stone
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A hird’s — eve view of Dai Temple




First book on appreciating
ornamental  stones  systemati-
callv, Yunlin Book on Stones
by Du Wan of the Song Dyna
stv records about a hundred
pecubiar stones in China, In

the preface the author wrote,

“The finest gi of the universe
solidifies  into stones,  which
crop up in strange shapes.”
Development from documentsa-
tion of stones to discussinon
about them showed apprecia-
ting  ornamental  stones  had
been helghtened.

A Farewell to Farming by
Tao Zongyi in the Yuan Dvna
sty tells the story of a rich
merchant in Zhejiang in the
Dade period. The mercham
sold a red stone at oan ex-
trememly  high  price to an
official in the roval court, who
fixed 1t on the front of his cap
for ornament. Red stones,
green staones, Hlll'ilfllt HJHIIUH
stonesz, and huangvague stones
that stood out above others
were all ealled huthur stones
m  the Yuan Dynasty. The
above  mentioned story shows
that ornamental stones had
become commodities and were
bought and sold as early as the
Yuan Dynasty.
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Aoswallow darts inospring
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The wavs of heaven are impartial
BR#N

A lngering charm often seen

in pamntings by master pamnter

1 Bar - sh

| ®RE LR

Crystal clear spring flows down
the stone
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A bright moon shines through
pine trees



