SR TR S

K SR Y

X % % K 4




FELRREHY)

ASIN T ST % 15 W 50 i

A% 8K b

IAUNANA
LibelL

20026



R R RN

VI A

SRR e




(29,
Y\

-’*’;‘:
) + E F R % B W W

BB, TRt AN LT INIEE K TSR AT, (2 %
BERLPEEZY) BEHYF RS, HPiifhR) . ferE K.
HEEZ HRIEREFN E T EE A B, R F
#R5r. Beoh, BAHER LM, HERFM AR L5 AR
HER, HEF, HEM. HEAANE,

BB R — e P SE IS A\ A SRS 1), B e A i A
AiE , B TSGR A AN ) St 0 B Ak T SE 8 Y | B S 2B 15 SRS M AR TR A 58
P IAE . RIEFFAAFAEE, AR R ARSI, 7T ARBRA R
SREHEPHZ R AGEBHNERNE BB T ARE—ERREL
BEA BIgNE AR SN T A BN EAR AT IE B, ARAER AR st &
MBERES I Pt frihsh; RBRE AR 2 Bt o R A4
HIFE SRR s R T E RIRS A AR, BRI RE G
¥o BILAT AL, BRFREEMYR L, KRR, WA, et
TR, BARERR R, RHASCLIE, A BT HA TS i 56 3
PeHe A o SCRH SCAGEAR F BB ) BT O A , R T X S A pk 2 1 7 4%
e ERPHEIRE S ER SR — 2 R B R A MTERES
(FFAl 2 RHIE) AR, EEEMY TSR TR, B, '
REYEZ, FEmEBCAHRERESH RSN ZBHE AR, &
< BB AR IR 5 . R 48 SCALAN B AR A R 45 07 T R A R
HrE. R, ERRAXNREEARIETT I 2 MEY) £ BB LS E b



B E SO, EES Y EARA KR, s K.
HHAR AR ZZERLATTE, PR TR TS EE. &
B YIE N KRB AR, A EBRHY 2 530 2 B i1
Al AT EIKANA RGN HEEMYHAITET, R, BT
PATEIZD

EARBEEMY), MR EES U — NS, HAER =
TR THCTAF, T BT I 3R T R . BEEE A AR 5 AR B A T 52
AR A RS A OB B Y R AR R R E %S, BB HI 2 2E,
BRA—, RAFHHAR, ZE-TFUEE, BHEREMER, #
F—HmFE., LERARATMIEREE, 2520 mi Rk
A, B AR . 2B TR, AR B A R T A ) X AT
U7 B PEKIA I BUR B B, " PAK TRl X H B A
Saip. FILREMYSE, EERSERNHELE, IREEiEETH
EHY K, ENZE SRR R R, BN RS HEEM AT R I 5
PF AR FI R Z R — SRy 108 S HMFERASE & 8, 10
B -5 B E SCR JRA & R R R , BB 5 5m, i R JRrh
MR R AL S AR A SR 2R - LU AR, 3553 2 At S PRA IR Y
oA BT BATRVIEE], SHEWY S0, Bt s,
Rfas, BESMS SRR, B—MRICH WA E RS, S5 s
b, R EA R AR,



s R R E W Y

FEFREN L ICHR T, KT HEEM YR, (RETEH 4 H0
RSB ET IR LD, B EABERBIA R A R R L)
vk, BANERZ, ARFEEAN, FHEEVAROER, B
PR PRI Py 25 AT BT, 8 22 R PRPER BEIRIER b, SOk AR fRT 20 AL
XIS TR — & HIMERE

T ERER, (PEHREENYY —BRE, RADET &
R SRR, It —BIRABTEEMYINE T — SRR TR, %
549, RITESE TATILA:

L. 8% %5 TARRCE S QR S8 A T AR A A 15 B R ERBE 2 Ao pA
wit. BHIRERTEMRMEEEEM, #3EIME. AR,

2. YIRS BRIAIRR R[] — e 39 T A ) D345 Ao A ) T 4 ) A
YU, F3oRHE PR B R BN R S B AR [R5 B, SR 045 Rk
B (MEASENS), FEEBUFENT 2SR, BERERE
O, FEH BB,

3. REMRINEESMEENY)S B OERS R B, 1082
Plte HMAIOLE L, $HARE H /0,

4. BEMYIRG AR, FRANNIREM ST ) K R LA K sh e i 1Y
RAIEFEY) . ACERE T BRI NER R R R EER, TRA1EX
AR B R RO T R AR o FF A ity (R 2K B 15 30 S 3 v i 2
LAY = 5 SRR SRAN SN ), TSR 1 SV G2 A 2 R4t



A TKIE B R E S i, R MR EIRE R RIFRR.

5. WAARBHIGHEEMYIRA, BEEAHRA, 64F s,
AT, WAL ARTERRAFAE, RF. Kb, AR, MR, &
BT, &%,

LIS, RIOS%H T KRR S0, X% RERIRA S
B, BRSO MR SCYIRAE, SRS AR ek, e,
IRMARGRI, BRI DR K, TR b2 iR o T — sy
AL, FARTFERER FE R G i R B R R

AN RN EEZAWIE: — R0+ E i RS0 5 R
RIS, En BB TR, & RN B s, —
TR ALY BT AR 22 A AT A0 ST 5 5 5 8 DA S T B
NAIHIBHE (SR DU T RE B i HT . BaR, FIRMEM S A i
BAFSE Al ARAH B M A  J77 5 , FLAS B X 8 25 1 AT 3% A7
Ay, BB AR TR 20 B A AR B R 4

(B OB M) B — A B YERHL 465 BE 3 W e
K5, BIF45E AN RS20 5 MR A VORI TR, 4552 Ab7E st e,
B FREEMIT, FRIE.

AT ST B 5T BT



PREFACE

On the subject of tomb-protecting supernatural objects, although some theses have been pub-
lished in a few journals, and some valuable, novel ideas have been put forward in them, still no
comprehensive and systematic monumental studies or albums have come out up to the present.

The so-called tomb-protecting supernatural objects refer to the burial-guarding artifacts the
ancient people entombed to exorcise ghosts and demons so as to prevent the body and spirit of the
dead from disturbance. They fall into lots of classes. Of them the most widespread, most prolonged
and most numerous were tomb-figures of various strange mythical animals. The other categories
include figures of warriors and Lokapalas, and character-inscribed or magic-figure-drawn stones,
documents, vases and stone-sculptured human figures.

Tomb-protecting supernatural objects are products of man's social activities in certain histori-
cal periods and bear distinct characteristics of ages. So they became material witnesses of specific
and complete real and spiritual life of different times, and thus deserve study in various aspects and
at various levels. They reflect many important things calling for deep thought that were brought
about in the developmental course of human society. Through them we can inquire into human
beings' activities performed under the influence of certain national psychology and spirit, as well as
the manner, historical background and ideological governing factors of these activities. Based on
them we can also research into the social relationship of human beings and the social effects of their
activities, as well as our nation's traditional culture with distinct features. So it is evident that to
study the birth, development and change of tomb-protecting supernatural objects and to research
into their historical background are of great historical, spiritual and cultural value. Such studies
contribute to revealing the role of these objects in the transition from barbarism to civilization and to
understanding further ideological changes in the transitional period from primitive to class society.
The evolutionary course of man's ideology (especially the concept of ghosts and divinities) was
simply and straight embodied in tomb-protecting supernatural objects, which, therefore, became
valuable evidence for studying the development of ideology and national spirit. In short, these cul-
tural relics are of great significance to the understanding of history, traditional culture and ideologi-
cal development. Therefore, they form a sort of vivid textbook teaching historical materialism to the
masses.

Since the founding of New China, antiquarian and archaeological cause has rapidly developed
all over the country. Ten thousands of ancient tombs have been excavated, and numerous deep-
buried treasure houses have been opened. Before us are invaluable cultural relics in different mate-
rials from different periods, including tomb-protecting supernatural objects. We came to have con-
ditions for studying them and taking off their mysterious veils to the full.

As a part of traditional Chinese culture, the ancient practice of using tomb figures and other



grave-protecting objects existed for several thousand years and were distributed in vast regions.
Because their forms were changed from period to period and their features were diversified from
region to region, there emerged the mixture and co-existence of tomb-guarding artifacts varied in
form and origin. It is difficult indeed to explain them definitely and to sort out the sequences and
systems hidden in them. This is obviously a serious academic subject involving a series of specific
problems and containing a number of unsettled doubts and suspicions. For example, in the Tang-
Song period, there emerged the so-called "tomb dragon" and "funeral fish" varying in material in the
Huguang region of South China and the Shanxi Changzhi area of North China, as well as crocodile
and pangolin-shaped supernatural objects in the Jiangsu-Anhui region. What was their nature and
what creatures they originated from? Can they be classified as tomb-protecting supernatural objects,
and what relationship existed between them and the latter? Were they transformed from other tomb-
protecting artifacts or integrated from objects different in origin? And what connections did they
have with other social phenomena, such as the origin and development of Chinese civilization, the
evolutionary course of religion and myth, and the history of ideology? On all these problems, diver-
gence of views and controversies among researchers can hardly be avoided. We deeply feel that
interdisciplinary studies of tomb-protecting supernatural objects in combination with historical
science, archaeology, mythology, folklore and the history of ideology are, first of all, an issue of
research direction and methodology. As for specific objects, they involve extremely complicated
problems.

In ancient Chinese documents tomb-protecting supernatural objects are seldom recorded; only
some clues can be found in related historical sources, which, moreover, are rather fragmental or call
for discernment. The available related material data are scattered in different areas of the country
although they are large in quantity. In addition, the material published in early years of New China
has a lack of clear drawings and photos and even no such data, while the textual description is too
simple and brief, which also bring certain difficulty to the compilation of publications.

Owing to the above-mentioned circumstances the present book Tomb-protecting Supernatural
Objects in Ancient China is compiled merely as a data-collecting and clue-providing volume so as to
do some basic work for profound studies of these cultural relics. The following principles are what
we emphasized in the compiling course.

1. Tomb-protecting supernatural objects should be dealt with on the background of real and
spiritual life in ancient times, with the religious belief, burial custom and life style they reflect taken
into first account.

2. In periodization and regionalization, it is essential striving to determine the date and tempo-
ral span of those objects that belong to the same period but differ in distribution region and formal



features. Then efforts should be aimed at revealing the particular meanings of their own (against the
common meanings), clarifying the historical background of their birth, inquiring into their value in
the depth and giving them scientific explanation as fully as possible.

3. Tomb-protecting supernatural objects should be studied class by class as to their origin and
developmental track, put in appropriate positions, and given a true description of their aspect.

4. The evolution of tomb-protecting supernatural objects was closely connected with the devel-
opment of man's spiritual culture and animal myth. It is the most important to master the internal
relations between them. This point should be studied as the key problem. We believe that the ancient
people’s thinking activities and animal myth were the source and motive force for the birth and
development of tomb-protecting supernatural objects. Meanwhile, the appearance of these objects
was a lively reflection of man's thinking at its different developmental stages and can be used as a
scale to measure the development of animal myth.

5. Each sample brought into the present book should be given a detailed description, including
its locality, distribution area and collecting unit, as well as its formal features, size, body structure,
glaze and color, so as to meet the needs of study and reference.

In the compiling course we referred to wealth of historical records and antiquarian, archaeo-
logical and folklore data, and hurried to a lot of places for examining material remains and collect-
ing or taking photos. Through comparison, classification and systematization of material, we got
valuable inspiration. On this basis we try to put forward certain preliminary views and leave un-
settled problems for further research.

In content the book involves mainly two problems: One is the classification of various tomb-
protecting supernatural objects from ancient China and the clarification of the forming and evolu-
tionary courses of each class. The other is research into the cultural and historical background of
their prolonged prevalence and the thinking and religious circumstances they reflect. Obviously, to
study the history of ancient China's tomb-protecting supernatural objects with a scientific approach
is in itself a criticism of the long prevailing practice of using tomb-protecting supernatural objects
that exerted profound influence upon man's mode of thinking and ideology.

The Tomb-protecting Supernatural Objects in Ancient China is a work of dual character: a
collection of data and a theoretical study. Owing to the limitation of the compilers' professional
knowledge and the collected material, the book can hardly avoid slips. So we sincerely request
experts and readers to oblige us with their comments.

Zhengzhou Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
9 January, 2003
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