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THE ADVENTURES OF DON
QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA

CHAPTER 1

In a certain village in Spain, called La
Mancha,! there once lived a middle-aged® gentle-
man, whose name was Don Quixote.> He was not
married,* so one of his young nieces, assisted by a
housekeeper,” waited upon® him, did his. cooking,
and kept his home neat and clean. Don Quixote
was tall and thin, but he was healthy and strong,
and very fond of’ hunting and all outdoor sports.®
He was a good-natured, kind-hearted man, and
much loved by everyone who knew him. As he
had no business or employment to occupy his
time, he used to® spend most of it in reading.
The books he cared for'® more than any others
were about the knights,!' who lived in those days
of old™ known as the Middle Ages.’”®* Don Quixote

t La Mancha #5HBEFH 4. 2 middle-aged thiff. 3 Don
Quixote (don fkirhoute B4 FF#E, 2k don 'kwiksot) Don MERKLE
=% Mister (Mr.). ¢ was not married F¥ 5, RIZKFK. 5 housekeeper
g4 4. ¢ waited upon fi#fE cf. wait for &£ 7 fond of JK.
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4 THE ADVENTURES OF DON QUIXOTE

delighted in'* histories of these men, who used to
wander over the country seeking adventures,
helping anyone who was in distress,'® and fighting
and killing all who did harm and evil in the world.
The brave men who went about in this way were
called knights-errant,’ and they were the heroes
dearly loved by this Spanish gentleman.

In the Middle Ages everything was very dif-
ferent from the time we live in, and people did all
kinds of dreadful things, such as stealing beautiful
maidens, and shutting them up in castles, or rob-
bing!” ladies while they were taking a quiet walk'®
through the forest, and then leaving them tied to
a tree. The knights-errant used to ride up and
deliver’ the distressed maidens from the hands
of their enemies, and perform various*® other
noble deeds.?!

Now some of the books Don Quixote read
were true, but most of them were fairy stories,*?
and were about enchanters?®® and giants®** and
many other impossible. things.®® The more the

" 13 delighted in E#, 57 15 helping anyone who was in distress
SWEFIAEEMA. 16 knights-errant JEfe (RREE, s R knight
28, B errant 2 4%). 17 robbing 3§ HH. 18 were taking
a quiet walk FHHytHzeltd. 19 deliver #24#. 20 various 4
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6 THE ADVENTURES OF DON QUIXOTE

good Don read the more he grew wrapt up in the
stories,?® until at last he cared for nothing else
and even gave up? his hunting, and sold his
property,?® to be able to buy yet more® books,
and devour their contents.** Gradually, all this
reading and thinking about nothing but®! knights
and enchanters, quarrels and battles, began to affect
Don Quixote’s mind, and he became mad upon that
one subject.’® Then a most absurd idea entered
his head,*® and this was that he himself should
turn knight-errant, and roam about® the world in
search of*> adventure. Now,% as everyone knows, .
there are no knights-errant in these days®* and if
we want to help the poor and distressed,* it is no
use putting on* armour and riding about the
place ready to kill the first brutal man we see
beating his wife or starving his children. For
even if** we attempted it, we should do no good,*!
as the law takes the punishment of all wrong-doers

26 The more the good Don read the more he grew wrapt up in the
stories H & ATERBIELHS, MAERAABLLFE (S the s
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up in FFNIFK). 27 gave up HH, Hik. 28 property M, #
E3 29 yet more HH%. 30 devour their contents FFfEdi AL
31 nothing But==only H¥. 32 became mad upon that one subject
ke eE Y& L. 30 a most absurd idea entered his head {fL.L R
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into its own hands,*® and we are not allowed to
stick a lance into anyone, however much we think
they need it. So that when Don Quixote made up
his mind*® to turn knight-errant, it proved that
his continual reading and thinking about one
subject only had at length got upon his brain*
and driven the poor man mad.*

The first thing he did was to clean a suit
of armour*® that had belonged to his great-
grandfather, and had long lain rusting in a corner.
‘When he had cleaned and mended it as well as he
could, he saw that the front part, or vizor, of the
helmet, was missing, so he at once set to work®
and made it complete with some thin pieces of iron,
which gave it a very odd appearance.

The next moment he went to see his horse,
who was an old, worn-out beast, and very thin,
like his master. But the Don thought him a
most beautiful creature, fit for*® the bravest knight,
and decided to call him Rosinante. Having thus
given his horse a name, he thought that plain Don
Quixote was not enough for the valiant champion*

42 Jaw takes the punishment of all wrong-doers into its own hands
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he meant to become, so he determined to take the
name of the village he lived in, and christened®
himself Don Quixote de La Mancha.”’ Then as
every knight-errant he had read about had a lady-
love®? to whom he devoted all his valour, and for
whose sake he braved all dangers® and performed
so many noble deeds, the Don decided he must
choose a sweetheart.’* Not far from where he
lived there dwelt a good-looking country girl whom
he admired, but who did not know him at all.?®
Her name was Aldonza Lorenzo, and it was this
maiden that the knight chose to be the queen
of his heart.?® Then he thought of a new name
to give her, for he did not consider her own®
sounded grand enough. At last he decided to
call her Dulcinea del Toboso, as Toboso was the
name of the place she lived in. Don Quixote
was delighted with his idea, and now imagined
his beautiful Dulcinea to be a lady of the highest
rank.%®

50 christened (krisnd) #r4;. 5! Don Quixote de la Mancha &
B2 [HBEWENEEE | de=REdZz of 52 lady-love fHiF.
53 braved all dangers B— 4. 5t sweetheart f§A. 5% did not
know him at all BRI 55 the queen of his heart FfrA.
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